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LETTERS 



TO ANB FROM 



DR. SWIFT 



tROM JUDGE NUTLEY * 

SIR, Dublin^ Nov. 21, 1713, 

I CANNOT help telling 70U that I think you do roe • 
^eat wrong in charging me with being too civil, and 
with want of plainness in my letters to you. If 70U 
will be abundant in jour favours to me, how can I for- 
bear thanking you ? and if you will call that by a 
wrong name, that is your fault, and not mine. I hope 
I shall be able to convince you of your mistake, by 
putting you in the place of the party obliged ; and then I 
will show you, that I can be as ready as you are in do- 
ing good offices for a friend, and when I have done them, 
can treat you as you do me, as if you were the bene- 
factor, and I had received the favour : I am sorry I did 
not keep a copy of my letter to you, that I might com- 
pare it with that which I«hall have from you, whenever I 

* Mr. Richard Nutley went to Ireland as coimael to the commis- 
tiooers orf the forfeited estates in that kingdom; and acquired such 
practice as enabled him to allow Mr. William Nutlej, A dissipated 
elder brother in England,. 3001, a year out of his profits, in lieu of an 
estate of 1401. a year, which he was fearful would be alienated from 
the family. William was the author of a little poem, called ** Dr, 
Radcliflb's Advice to Lady Dorsley;*' mod when his circumsiaBees 
were mndi in the decline, receiTed a moit noble hen<(jtstiwi from that 
beoeroient physician. F. 
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2 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

shall be so happy as to receive oue from you upon that 
subject ; for I am thoroughly persuaded, you will then 
as much outdo me in civility of expression, as you do 
now in the power of conferring favours. 

By this time, I hope, I have satisfied you, that it is 
fit for me (and I am rosolved) to express the sense I 
have of your friendship in as high a manner as I can, 
until I have an opportunity of making a better return : 
but to show you, that it is as uneasy to me to write civD 
things, as it can be to you to read them, I will, as often 
as I can, do you service^, that I may not be at the trou- 
ble or bear the reproach of being complaisant. 

I am so much a philosopl)er as to know that to be great, 
Ls to be, but not to be thou^^ht, miserable ; and I am of 
the opinion of those among them, who allow retaliation ; 
and therefore, since you have declared your intention 
of loading me with cares, I will, as far as I can, make 
you sensible of the hurt you do me, by laying a like 
burden upon you. 

I thank you most sincerely for the clear and full in- 
formation you have given me of your grand church af- 
fair. It entirely agrees with my judgment ; for I do 
think that what you propose will be the best service that 
has been done to this church and kingdom since the 
restoration7 and the doing it soon will be of great ad- 
vantage to the queen's affairs at this juncture. For, it 
has been given out among the paily, that the miuistry 
have an eye toward the whigs, and that if they now ex- 
ert themselves, they will soon have an open declaratioa 
in their favour : we have a remarkable proof of this{ 
for Mr. Broderick has engaged a considerable number 
of the parliament men (many of them not of his party) 
to promise him their votes for speaker, by telling them 
he has the -approbation of the miuistry and lord lieute- 
naatf and aoce his grace has made koown her roajes- 
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ty's pleasure, a new word is given out, that the liberties 
of the people are in the last danger, and that the crown 
is attempting the nomination of a speaker. I own I am 
BO politician ; but I think I understand the posture of 
affairs here, and I am assured that tlie church party is 
so strong, that if any thing be done on your side to ex- 
cite their zeal, and discourage their adversaries, there 
will be but a short struggle here. But if the whigs are 
permitted to hope, or what is as bad, to boast of their 
expectations, and nothing is done, to enable others to 
confute them, they will, it is probable, be able to give 
trouble to the government; and what is now easy to be 
effected, will become diiiicult by delay ; and I fear, the 
want of doing this in time will occasion some uneasiness 
to the Duke of Shrewsbury ; for to thb is owing the 
doubtful dispute, who shall be speaker. 

I have showed your letter to the gentleman chiefly 
concerned in it : this I did, because I knew it would 
produce a full expression of his sentiments; and I can 
assure you, whatever occasion may have been given you 
to think what you say in your letter, he has a true sense 
of your (hendship to him. I will be guarantee, that 
according to the power he has, he will be ready to serve 
you, and that in kind. 

My lord chancellor will send you his own thanks. I 
am, most truly and sincerely, 

Yottrs, &c. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

siE, Binfieid, Dec. S, n\3. 

Not to trouble you at present with a tecvV^ cv^ iS\ 
my fMigatioos to you, I shall ooly meiiWoa I'vio VV»s^^%^ 
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irhich I take particularly kind of you: your desire 
that I should write to you, and your proposal of giving 
roe tirenty guineas to change my religion ; which last 
you must give me leave to make the subject of this let- 
ter. 

Sure no clerg^'mau ever offered so much out of his 
own purse f6r the sake of any religion. It is almost 
as many pieces of gold, as an Apostle could get of sil- 
ver, from the priests of old, on a much ifiore valuable 
^onsideratioo. I believe it will be better worth my 
ivhile to propose a chadge of my faith by subscription, 
than a translation of Homer. And, to convince you 
how well disposed I am to the reformation, I shall be 
content, if yQu can prevail with my lord treasurer and 
the ministry to rise to the same sum each of them, on 
this pious account, as my Lord Halifax has done on tbe 
profane one. I am afraid there is no being at once a 
poet and a good Christian; and I am veiy much 
straightened between the two, while the whigs seem will- 
ing to contribute as much to continue me the one, as you 
would to make me the other. But, if you can move 
every man in the government, who has above ten thou- 
sand pounds a year, to subscribe as much as yourself, I 
slr.ll become a convert, as most men do, when the Lonl 
turns it to my interest. I know they have the truth of 
religion so much at heart, that they would certainly 
give more to have one good subject translated from po- 
pery to the church of England, than twenty Heathen- 
ish authors out of any unktiown tongue into ours. I 
therefore commission ) ou, Mr. Dean, with full authority 
to transact this affair in my name, and to propose aa fol- 
lows : First, tiiat as (o the head of our church, the pope, 
I may engage to renounce his power, whensoever I shall 
receive any particular indulgmces from the head of 
j^our cburcb, the queen. 
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As to communication in one kind, I shall also pro- 
mise to change it for communion in both, as soon as the 
ministry will allow me. 

For invocations to saints, mine sliall be turnc<l to dedi- 
cations to sinners, when I shall find the great ones of 
this world as willing to do me anj good, as I believe 
those of the other are. 

You see I shall not be obstinate in the main points ; 
tmt there is one article I must reserve, and which you 
seemed not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead. 
There are people to whose souls I wish as well as to my 
own; and I must crave leave, humbly to lay before 
them, that, though the subscriptions above mentioned will 
suffice for myself, there are necessaiy perquisites and 
additions, which I must demand on the score of this 
charitable article. It is also to be considered, that the 
greater pait of those, wliose souls I am most concerned 
for, were unfortunately heretics, schismatics, poets, pain- 
ters, or persons of such lives and manners, as few or no 
churches are willing to save. The expense will there- 
fore be the greater, to make an ejQTcctual provision for 
the said souls. 

Old Dr}'den, though a roman catholic, was a poet ; 
and it is revealed in the visions of some ancient saints, 
that no poet was ever saved under some hundreds of 
masses. I cannot set his delivery from purgatory at less 
than fifty pounds sterling. 

Walsh was not only a sociniau, but (what you will 
own is harder to be saved) a whig. He cannot modestly 
be rated at less than a hundred. 

L'Estrange, being a tory, we compute him but at 
twenty pounds ;vwhich I hope no friend of the party can 
deny to give, to keep him from damning in the next life, 
considering they never gave bim ebipeivC't Xo \^e.^\xvo& 
Jixm BiarYWg ia ibis. 
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All this together aaiounts to one hundred and seventy 
pounds. 

In t!ie next place, I must desire you to repi-esent, that 
theie are several of my friends yet living, v.hom I de- 
sign, God willing, to outlive, in consideration cf legacies; 
out of which it is a doctrine in the reformed church, that 
not a farthing shail be allowed, to save their souls who 
gave them. 

There is one * * * * ^vho will die within these few • 
months ; with * * * * one Mr. Jervas, w ho hath griev- 
ously olTeuded, in making the likeness of almost all things 
in heaven above and earth below. And one Mr. Gay, 
an unhappy youth, w-ho writes pastorals during the time 
of divine service ; whose case is the more deplorable, as 
he hath miserably lavished away all that silver he should 
have reseiTcd for his souFs health, in buttons and loo|)8 
for his coat. 

I cannot pretend to have these people honestly saved 
under some hundred pounds, whether you consider the 
difficulty of such a work, or the extreme love and ten- 
derness I bear them ; which will infallibly make me 
push this charity as far as I am able. 

There is but one more whose salvation I insist upon ; 
and then I have done : but indeed it may prove of so 
much greater charge than all the rest, that I will only 
lay the case before you and the ministry, and leave to 
their prudence and generosity what sum they shall think 
fit to betow upon it. 

The person I mean, is Dr. Swift ; a dignified clei-gy- 
man, but one, who, by his own confession, has composed 
more libels than sermoDs. If it be true, what I have 
heard often affirmed by innocent people, *'That too 
much wit is dangerous to salvation f^ this unfortunate 
gentleman must certainly be damned to all eternity. But 
I hope his long exjperience in UiQ iTQtVd, ikh^ \i^q^«9^. 
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conrersation with great meo, will cause him (as it has 
some others) to have less and less wit eveiy day. Be 
it as it will, I sliould not think my own soul deserved to 
be saved, if I did not endeavour to save his ; for I have 
all the obligations in nature to him. He has brought me 
into better company than I cared for, made me merrier 
when I was sick than I had a miud to be, and put me 
upon making poems on purpose that he might alter 
them, c^c. 

I once thought I could never have discharged my 
debt to his kindness ; but have lately been informed, to 
my unspeakable comfort, that I have moi'e than paid it 
ail. For Monsieur de Montaigne has assured me, 
" That the person who receives a benefit obliges the 
giver :" for, since the chief endeavour of one friend- is to 
do good \o the other, he who administers both the mat- 
ter and occasion, is the man who is liberal. At this rate 
it J8 impossible Dr. Swift should be ever out of my debt, 
as matters stand already ; and, for the future, he may 
expect daily more obligations from 

His most faithful, 

afiectionate humble servant, 

A. POPE. 

I have finished the Rape of the Lock ; but I believe I 
may stay here till Cbrit^tmas, without hindrance of 
business. 



TO BISHOP STERNJE. 

MT liORD, London^ Dec, 19, 1713. 

I HAVE two letters from you to ackno^rl^A^^^ Qii<& ^V 
the £fth, and the other of the elevealli ualiaiiV. \ «sbl 
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very glad it lies in my way to do any service to Mr. 
Worrall, and that his merits aud my ioclioations agree 
so well. I write this post to Dr. Synge, to admit him. 
I am glad your lordship thinks of removli^ your palace 
to the old, or some better place. I wit»h I were near 
enough to give my approbation ; and if you do not 
choose till summer, I shall, God willing, attend you. 
Your second letter is about Dr. Marsh, who is one I 
always loved, and have shown it lately, by doing every 
thing he could desire from a brother. I should be glad 
for some reasons, that he would get a recommendatioD 
from the lord lieutenant, or at least that he b6 named. 
I cannot say more at this distance, but iassure him, that 
all due car^ is takeif of him. I have bad an old scheme, 
as your lordship may remember, of dividing the bishop- 
rics of Kilmore and Ardagh.''^ I advised it many 
months ago, and repeated it lately ; and the queen and 
ministry, I suppose, are fallen into it. I did like- 
wise lay very earnestly before proper persons the jus- 
tice, and indeed necessity, of choosing to promote those 
oT the kingdom ; which advice has been hearkened to, 
and I hope will be followed. I would likewise say 
something in relation to a friend of your lordship's; but 
I can only venture thus much, that it was not to be done, 
and you may easily guess the reasons. 

I know not who are named among you for the pnefer- 
ments ; and, my lord, this is a very nice point te talk of 
at the distance I am. I know a person there better 
qualified, perhaps, than any that will succeed. But, my 
lord, our thoughts here are, that your kingdom leans too 
much one way ; and believe me, it cannot do so long, 
while tlie queen and administration here act upon so 

* Tbeie sees were tben vacant, and were granted the month fol? 
owing to the lord iieutenant^s cbsiplain, T)r. Godwin. H. ' 
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very diflTereot a foot. This is more than I care to say. 
I should be thought a very vile man, if I presumed to re- 
commend to a * my own brother, if he were the 

least disinclined to the present measures of her majesty 
and ministry here. - Whoever is thou/;ht to do so must 
shake off that character, or wait for other junctures^ 
This, my lord, I believe you will find to be true ; and 
L will for once venture a step farther, than perhaps dis- 
cretion should let me : that I never saw so great a firm- 
ness in the court, as there now is, to pursue those mear 
sures, upou which ihi» ministry began, whatever some 
peqple may pretend to thiuk to the contrary : and were 
certain objections made against some persons we both, 
know, I believe I might have been instrumental to the 
^rvice of some, whom I much, esteem^ Pick what you 
can out of all tills, and believe roe to be ever, &c. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 

^iR, Dec. 26, 1713. 

Your's of December the 8th I have received, and 
have obeyed your commands, but am much troubled to 
find that the trade of doing ill offices is still continued. 
As for my part, I cau entirely clear myself from either 
writing or saying any tinng to any one's prejudice upon 
thb occasion ;t and if others have wounded me in the 
dai'k, it is no more than they have done before ; for 
Archbishop Tiliotson formerly remarked, that if be 

«^ " A biahopric,'»^ without doubt. N. 

f There wai at this time a great difi^reoce between the hoQie ^ 
terds and commons in Ireland, about the Lord ChanceDor t^l^ps of 
(hat kingdom; the latter addresriog the queen to reinor« luBkf&<3(a^ 
ids poit, and the forjoer addreisiag in his bvQHff, B% 

A 2 
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should hearken to what the Irish clergy said of one 
another, there was not a man in the whole country that 
ought to be preferred. 

We are now adjourned for a fortnight^ and the com- 
mons for three weeks. I hear our lord lieutenant is not 
well pfeased, that we have adjourned short -of them: 
and I fancy the queen will not be well pleased, that the 
<5ommons have had so little regard to the despatch of 
public business, as to make so long an adjournment as 
three weeks : and indeed they lowly seem to intimate, 
that if the lord chancellor''^ is not removed by that time, 
they will give her majesty no more money ; and indeed 
some of them do not stick to say as much; and think it a 
duty incumbent on the crown, to turn out that minister 
(how innocent so^v^er he be) wliom the commons have* 
addressed against. 

I think it is plain to any who know the state of affairs 
here, that no party hath strength enough directly to op- 
pose a money bill in this kingdom, when the government 
thinks fit to exert itself, as to be sure it always will do 
upon such occasions : and the half-pay officers, no doubt» 
will readily come in to that supply, out of which they 
are to receive their pay. But should all fail, yet the 
queen still may make herself easy, by disbanding two or 
three regiments, and striking off some unnecessary 
pensions. 

H obbes, in his Behemoth,* talks of a height in time 
as well as place ; and if ever there was a height in time 
here, it is certainly now ; for some men seem to carry 
things higher, according to their poor power, than they 
did in England in 1641. And they now threaten (and 
I am pretty well assured, have resolved upon it) that if 
fte chancellor is not discarded, they will impeach him 
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before the lords Id England. But if they have no more 
to say against him, than what their address contains, I 
think they will go u{>on no very wise errand. 

I question not but that you will receive the vote% 
addresses, and representations of both houses from other 
hands, and therefore I have not troubled you with them : 
but if the parliament should continue to sit, you may 
expect a great product of that kind ; for the commons 
have taken upon themselves to be a court of judicature, 
have taken examinations out of the judges' hands about 
murder (which is treason hero) without ever applying 
to the government for them : and before trial have voted 
the sheriffs and officers to have done their duty, and 
acquitted themselves well, when possibly the time may 
yet come, that some may still be hanged for that fact ; 
which, in my poor opinion, is entirely destructive of 
liberty, and the freedom of elections. 

I am your most humble servant, &c. -. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, London^ Dec, 3>, 1713. 

Your grace's letter, which I received but last post, is 

of an earlier date than what have since arrived. We 

have received the addresses for removing the chancellor, - 

and the counter addresses from the lords and convoca* 

t}on ; and' you will know, before this reaches you, our 

sentiments of them here. I am at a loss what to say 

in this whole affaur. When I writ to you before, I 

dropped a word on purpose for you to take notice of; 

that our court seemed resolved to be very firm in their 

resolutions about Ireland. I think it impossible for the 

two kingdoms to proceed long upon a djffet^iil ti^^m^^ ^ 

A 3 
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polilics. The cootroverg7 with the city I am not master 
of: it took its rise before I ever conceroed myself in the 
affairs of Ireland, farther than to be an instrument of do- 
ing some services to the kingdom, for which I have been 
ill requited. But, my lord, the question with us here is, 
whether there was a necessity that the otlier party should 
be a majority ? There was put into my hands a list of 
your house of commons by some who know the kingdom 
well : I desired they would (as they often do here) set a 
mark on. the names of those who would be for the mi- 
nistry, who I found amounted to one hundred and forty- 
three, which I think comes within an equality : twenty 
names beside they could not determine upon ; so that, 
suppose eight to be of the same side, there would be a 
majority by one ; but besides, we reckon that the first 
number, one hundred and forty-three, would easily rise 
to a great majority, by the inlluepce of the government, 
if that had been thought fit. This is demonstration to 
us ; for, the government tliere has more influence, thau 
the court here : and yet our court carried it for many 
years against a natural majority, and a much greater 
one. I shall not examine the reasons among you for 
proceeding otherwise ; but your grace will find that we 
are determined upon the conclusion, which is, that Ire- 
land must proceed on the same foot with England. I am 
of opinion, my lord, that nothing could do more hurt to 
the whig party in both kingdoms, than their manner of 
proceeding in your house of commons. It will confirm 
the crown and ministry that there can be no safety while 
those people are able to give dbturbance ; and indeed 
the effects it has already produced here, are hardly to be 
beHeved : neither do we here think it worth our while 
to be opposed, and encourage our enemies, only for. 
l^flOOl. a year; to suppfy which, it may not be bard to 
Mad oilier espedieots; and wber there shall be occasion * 
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for a parliameot, we are coofideDt a new one xobj be 
called, with a msjoritjof men in the interest of the queen 
and church ; far when the present majoritj pretends to 
regard either, we look upon such professions to signify na 
more than if ihey were penned by my Lord Wharton, 
or Mr. Molesworth.* I have suffered very much for 
my tenderness to some persons of that party, which I 
still preserve; but I believe it wlli not be long in my 
power to serve those who may want it. It would be 
endless to recount to your grace the reproaches that 
have been made me, on account of your neighbour. 

It is but true, my lord, we do not care to be troubled 
with the affairs of Ireland; but, there being no war, nor 
meeting of parliament, we have lebure at present : be- 
sides, we look on ourselves as touciied in the tenderest 
part We know the whig party are preparing to attack 
us next sessions, and their prevailing in Ireland would, 
we think, be a great strength and encouragement to them 
here : besides, our remissness would dishearten our friends, 
and make them think we acted a trimming game. There 
are some things which we much wonder at, as tliey are 
represented : the address for removing the chancellor is 
grounded upon two facts: in the former of which he was 
only concerned with several others. The criminal was 
poor and penitent ; and a noU frosequi was no illegal 
thing. As to Moore's business, the chancellor's speech 
on that occasion has been transmitted hidier, and seems 
to clear him from the imputation of prejudging. Another 
thing we wonder at, is, to find the commons in their votes 
approve the sending for the guards, by whom a man 
was killed. Such a thing would, they say, look mon- 
strous in England. 

* Created ViscouDt Moleflworth io 1716. ^. 
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Your grace seems to think they would not break on 
money matters; but ire are taught another opinion, that 
they will not pass the great bill until they have satisfac- 
tion about the chancellor; and what the consequence of 
that will be, I suppose you may guess from what you 
know by this time. 

My lord, we can judge no otherwise here than by the 
representations made to us. I sincerely look upon your 
grace to be master of as much wisdom and sagacity, as 
Siny person I have known ; and from my particular re- 
spect to you and your abilities, shall never presume to 
censure your proceedings, until I am fully apprised of 
the matter. Your grace is looked upon here as alto- 
gether in the other party, which I do not allow when it 
is said to me. I conceive you to follow the dictates of 
your reason and conscience: and whoever does that, 
will, in public management, often differ as weU from one 
ride as another. 

' As to myself, I take Ireland to be the worst place to 
be in while the parliament sits; and probably I may 
think the same of England in a month or Iwo. I have 
few obligations (farther than personal friendship and 
civilities) to any party : I have nothing to ask for but a 
Kttle money to pay my debts, which I doubt they never 
will give me; and wanting wisdom to judge better, I fol- 
low those who, I think, are most fer preserving the 
church and state, without examining whether they de 
so 4rom a priDciple of rirtue or of interest 
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FKOM LORD PRIMATE LIKDSAY- 

SIB, /on. 5, 1713-14. 

Yours I received the 2d iostaut, and immediatelT' 
got Mr. Justice Nutley to write to the Bistiop of KiJlala,* 

. at Kells» to know of turn, whether, if he could get him 
translated to the bishopric of Raphoe, he would accept 
of it : and this day we received his answer, that it was 
not worth his while to cariy his family so far northward, 
for so little advantage as that bishopric would bring 
him ; his own being upward of a thousand pounds a 
year, and Raphoe not much above eleven hundred. The 
reason why I got Judge Nutley to write, was, because 
I apprehended it might seem irksome to him to be per- 
suaded by myself to accept of what I left : though at the 
same time I can assure you, I have done little more tlian 
saved myself whole by that bishopric ; and he mighty 
if he pleased, in a little time have received sixteen or 
seventeen hundred pounds for finest so that if this 
comes time enough to your hands, you will prevent 

' any farther motion that way. But if Meath drops, 
I believe it would be an acceptable post ; and the truth 
is, he has always, in the worst of times, voted honestlj, 
and behaved himself as a true son of the church. In the 
mean time, be assured, the Judge knows not that you 
are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe you must have 
htard of, Dr. Andrew Hamilton,! archdeacon of Rapho^^ 



* Dr. WiUiam UojFd. N. 

f Though recomnended by the primate to succeed him io the see 
of Raphoe, he was not preferred to it ^ Dr. JESdward ^TBge being then 
advanced to that bidN|iric. B. 
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a man of good learoiug and abilities, and one of great in- 
terest in that country, whom I could wish jou would 
move for, (since the Bishop of Killala refuses) to succeed 
m^ io Raphoe, as one that is the most likely to do good 
in that part of the country, of any one man I know. 

And now be pleased to accept my thanks for the great 
scarvkea you Lave done me : and as you have contribut- 
ed much to my advancement, so I must desire you, up- 
OQ occasion, to give me your farther assistance for the 
service of the church. 

The parliament is prorogued to the 19th instant ; but 
the whigs <$ontiuuing obstinate, and deaf to all persua- 
sions to carry on the queen's business with peace and 
gentleness, we conclude it must be dissolved. 
* If this should not come time enough to your hands, to 
prevent the Bishop of Killala's letter for a translation 
to Raphoe, I will labour all I can to make him easy. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

DEAR SIR, Dtiblitt, Jan. 15, 1713-14. 

Many of my letters from London tell me how much I 
sm obliged to you for your friendly solicitation on my 
son's behalf, which wiU be always remembered by us 
both, with the same gratitude, as if it had succeeded. I 
bad congratulations from the Duke of Ormond, my Lord 
Boltngbroke, and others, on account of my son's having 
the place, for they sent me word it was actually done; 
and several other persons had letters of it, and our friends 
were extremely rejoiced at the well timing of it, and it 
was a great addition to the mortification of the whigs ; 
and the disappointment will be a cause of great joy ta 
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them. But io this, and all other things, I fiuboiit to the 
judgment of my superiors, who know best what is fit to 
be done. As to looking out for any thing else for my 
son, there is nothing else here, that I know is fit for him ; 
and if any thing worth his having falls in England, it will 
be disposed of before I can have notice of it. 

We are told by every body» that the rest of our va- 
cant bidiopries will be filled to our satisfaction : if tjiej 
are, you must be one of them. But if you are resolved, 
that you will not yet episcopari here, give me leave to 
recommend to you an affair of my Lord Abercorn's, 
which is, that you would consent to the agreement the 
Ticarfr^ choral have made with him for renewing his 
lease.* I am informed there are some misunderstandings 
between you. It is very unhappy there should be any 
difference between two such sure and great friends to the 
common cause. I do assure you, we are very much 
obliged to my Lord Abercorn for hb great service in 
these times of difficulty ; he is as good a friend as any 
in the world, and as bad an enemy ; and I am very sure* 
if you would make him a compliment, and oblige him io 
this matter, you would gain an entire true fiiend of him 
for the future, and oblige a great many of your friends 
here, who have all a great value and esteem for him. 

I heartily congratulate you on her majesty's recovery, 
and the good effect it has had in uniting our friends. 
That, together with the resolution that is taken to sup- 
port the church interest, will, without doubt, in a little 
time render all things easy and quiet in both kingdoms; 
though as yet our whigs here are as obstinate and per- 
verse as ever. The commons are resolved, they will 

♦ This lease was for the greatest part of York-street, in which Lord 
Abercorn lived ; and by the terms of their charter, the vicars choral 
cannot make leasiet, without thecooient of the dean and chapter. JI. 
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give no money till I am removed : and the aldermen 
will not own my lord mayor, nor proceed to any elec- 
tion, notwithstanding the opinion of all the judges herein 
and of the attorney genera], and all the queen's counsel 
(except Sir Joseph Jekyll) in England. 

I wish you many happy new years, and should be 
very proud to receive your commands here, being, with 
the^utmost sincerity and esteem, your most obedient 
humble servant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



FROM THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

xm. DEAK, Dublin^ Jan, 16, 1713-14. 

You judged extremely right of roe, that I should, 
with great pleasure, receive what you tell me, that my 
endeavours to serve her majesty, in thb kingdom, are 
agreeable to my lord treasurer, and the rest of the minis- 
ters. I have formerly so freely expressed to you the 
honour I must always have ibr his lordslilp, that I think 
I cannot explain myself more fully on that subject. But, 
what his lordship has already done for the church, aud 
the church interest here, and what we have assurance 
will soon be done, will give hb lordship so entire a com- 
mand in the aAectiona of all honest men here (which 
are not a few) that I am persuaded, he will soon find 
Ireland an easy part of the administration. For, it is 
my firm opinion, that steady and vigorous measiures will 
so strengthen the hands of our friends in both kingdoms, 
that after the efforts of despair (which never last long) 
are over, her majesty and her ministers will receive but 
little trouble from the faction, either on this or on your 
0j'(/e of the water. 
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You are verj kind to us in your good offices for Mr. 
Phipps, because a mark of favour so seasonably, as at 
this time, conferred on lord chancellor's son, will have a 
much greater influence, and roach farther than his lord* 
ship's person. I am preparing for my journey, and I 
hope I shall be able to lay such a state of this kingdom 
before my lord treasurer, as may prevent future disap* 
pointments, irhen it shall be thought necessary to hold a 
parliament. If this parliament is not to sit after the 
present prorogation, I do think, were I with you, I could 
oflfer some reasons why the filling the vacant bishoprics 
should be deferred for a litU^ time. I praise God for 
his great goodness in restoring her majesty to her health ; 
the blessing of which, if we had no other way of know* 
iug, we might learn from the mortification it has given a 
certain set of men here. 

I shall trouble you with do compliments, because I 
hope soon to tell you how much I am, dear sir, your's, 

ANGLESEY, 



FROM THE EARL OF TETERBOROW. 

March 5, 1713-14. 

aUERIES FOR DR. SWIFT, 19KXT SATURDAY, AT DINNER. 

Whether any great man, or minister, has favoured 
the Earl of Peterborow with one single line since he 
left England ;* for, as yet, he has not received one word 
from any of them, nor his friend of St. Patiick's ? 

Whether, if they do not write till they know what to 
write, he shall ever hear from them ? 

Whether any thing can be more unfortunate, than to 

*^dor8edt " XK9rd Peterborow, abr«aA «a tn^^t^^^'*'' "^^ 
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be overcome when strongest, outwitted having more vit, 
and baffled having most money ? 

Whether betwixt two stools the bottom goes to the 
{round (reverend dean) be not a good old proverb, 
which maj give subject for daily meditation and morti- 
fication ? 

I send the lazy scribbler a letter from the extremi- 
ties of the earth, where I pass my time, admiring the 
humility atMl patience of that power heretofore so ter- 
rible; and the new scene which we sec, to wit, the 
most christian king waiting with so much resignation 
and respect, to know the emperor^s pleasure as to peace 
or war. 

Where I reflect with admiration upon the politics of 
those, who, breaking with the old allies, dare not make 
use of the new ones; who, pulling down the old rubbish 
ftod structure, do not erect a new fabric on solid founda- 
tions. But this is not so much to the purpose ; for, in the 
world of the moon, provided toasting continue, the church 
aod state can be in no danger. 

But, alai ! in this unmerry country, where we have 
time to think, and are under the necessity of thinking, 
where impiously we make use of reason, without a blind 
resignation to Providence, the bottle, or chance, what 
opinion think you we have of the present management 
in the refined parts of the world, where there are just 
motives of fear ? When neither steadiness nor conduct 
appears, and when the evil seems to come on apace, 
can it be believed, that extraordinary remedies are not 
thought of ? 

Heavens ! what is our fate ? What might have been 
our portion, and what do we see in the age we live in ? 
France and England, the kings of Spain and Sicily, per- 
plexed and confounded by a headstrong youth ;* one, 
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Yfho has lost so maoy kingdoms by pride and follj ; aod 
all these powerful natioDs at a gaze, igoaraot of their 
destiny ; not capable of forming a scheme, which thej 
can maintain, against a prince, who has neither ships, 
money, nor conduct Some of the ministers assisted 
and supported with absolute power, others witli a par- 
liament at their disposal, and the most inconsiderable of 
them with the Indies at tlfeir tail. 

And what do I see in the centre, as it were, of igno- 
rance and bigotry ? The fi^ request of a parliament to 
tlieir king is to employ effectual means against the in- 
crease of priests; the idle devourers of the fat of the 
land. We see churches, shut up by the order of the 
pope, set open by dragoons, to the general content of the 
people. To conclude, it fell out, that one of our ac- 
quaintance^ found himself, at a great .table, the only ex- 
coroniunicated person by his holiness ; the rest of the 
company eating and toasting, under anathemas, with the 
courage of a hardened heretic. 

Look upon the prose I send you. See, nevertheless^ 
what a sneaking figure he makes at the foot of the par- 
son. Who could expect this from him ? But he thinks, 
resolves, and executes. 

If you can guess from whence this comes, address 
your letter to him, *' a messieurs Raffhel et FretU Sor 
cerdottiy Genoa" 

* Probably the Rer. Mr. George Berkeley, fellow of Dublio Col- 
lege, who went chaplain aod secretarj to the Earl of Peterborow to 
Sicilv, at the recommendatioii of Dr. Swift. B. 
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FROM LORD TREASURER OXFORD.* 

Wednesday Night. 
i HAVE heard, that some honest men, who are very 
innocent, are under trouble, touching a printed pam- 
phlet. A friend of mine, an obscure person, but charita- 
ble, puts the enclosed bill into your hands, to answer 
such exigencies as their case may immediately require. 
And I find he will do more, this being only for the pre- 
sent. If this comes safe to your hands, it is euough.f 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD4 

^ay it please your lordship, . March 18, 1713-14. 

Pursuant to her majesty's proclamation of the fif- 
teenth of this instant March, for discovering the author 
of a false, malicious, and factious libel, entitled, ^ The 
Public. Spirit of the Whigs;" wherein her majesty is 
graciously pleased to promise a reward of three hundred 
pounds, to be paid by your lordship, which said disco- 

* Endorsed, ** Lord treasurer Oxford*8 letter to me in a connterfelt 
hand, with the bill when the printers were prosecuted by the house of 
lords for a pamphlet Letter with bill of lOOl. Received March II, 
1713-14." N. 

f This letter was sent to Dr. Swift, when the printer Xforphew was 
prosecuted by the house of lords, for ** The public Spirit of the 
Whigs :" a pamphlet written in answer to a tract of Sir Richard 
Steele*s, called the Crisis, and published on the second of March, 1713- 
14. All the Scots lords then in London went to the queen, and com- 
plained of the affront put on them and their nation by the author, 
upon which a proclamation was published by her majesty, offering a 
rewai d of 3001. to discover him. H. 

X Endorsed, ** A letter to lord treasurer, offering to discover theau. 
(kor of the pamphlet, called <The Public Spirit of the Whigs.*' 
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very I can make. But your lordship, or some persoos 
under your lordship, have got such an ill name in pay- 
ing such rewards. Instance two poor men, vtz. John 
Greenwood and John Bouch, who took and brought to 
justice six persons, vulgarly Mohocks ; which the said 
two poor mea never received but twenty pounds, and 
the latter thirty ; and they had no partners concerned 
with them, as appears by the attorney general's reports 
to your lordship ; which if I should be so served, to 
cause any persons to be punished, and be no better re* 
warded, will be no encouragement for me to do it ; for 
these two poor men being so plain a precedent for me to 
go by. Your lordship's most humb e and mcst obe- 
dient servant, L. M. 



HUMOUROUS LINKS BY LORD TREASURER OXFORD, SENT 
TO DR. SWIFT, DR. ARBUTUNOT, MR. POPE, AND MR. 
GAY. 

Afnii 14, 1714. Backstairs^ pasi eight, 

GAY. 

In a summons so large, which all clergy contains, 
I must turn Dismal's* convert, or part with ray brains, 
Should I scruple to quit the back stairs for your blind 

ones, 
Or refuse your true junctof for one of 

* Dismal was Lord Nottingham. H. 

t Dr. Swift, Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Gay, were wri- 
ting the histoiy of Martious Seiiblerus ; and these fixir witi in con- 
i unction, 9ii styled hj kird treasurer a juncto. H. 
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The foUanring is their answer to bis Icrdship, 

nnriUen by the dean. 

Let not the iirhigs our toiy dub rebuke ; 
Give us our earl,^ the devil take their duke.f 
Quasdam qua attinent ad ScnbUrum, 
Want your assistaoce dow to clear 'en. 
One day it i^ill be no disgrace, 
In Scribler to have had a place. 
Come then, my lord, and take your part in 
The important history of Martin. 

THE DEAN. 

A pox on all- senders 
For any pretenders, 
Who tell us these troublesome stories 
In their dull humdrum key, 
Of Arma virttmque, 
Hanojmel qui primus ah oris. 
A pox too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like his gran-mere. 
And all his old friends would rebuke. 
In spile of the carle. 
Give us but our earl. 
The devil may take thehr duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
Lay down your white staff and gray habit : 
For trust us, friend Mortimer, 
Should you live years forty more, 
II(£4i oUm memhmse juvebil. 

•Of Oxford. B. t Of Marlborough. B. 

t The duchy of Haloault H. 
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MPRE UNES OF HUMOUR BY LORD 

TREASURER. 

I HowovB the meo, sir, 

Who are ready to adswer, 
When I ask them to stand by the queen ; 

In spite of orators, 

And blood thirsty praters, 
Whose hatred I highly esteem. 

Let our faith's defender 

Keep out eveiy pretender. 
And long enjoy her own ; 

Thus you four, five, 

May merrily live, 
Till faction is dead as a stone. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

BROTHER,^ » ^/7rt7 24, 1714. - 

I SHOULD sooner have thanked you for your letter, 
but that I hoped to have seen you here by this time. 
You cannot imagine how much I am grieved, when I 
find people t wish well to^ run counter to their own in- 
terest, and give their enemies such advantages, by being 
so hard upon theur friends as to conclude, if they are 
not without fault, they are not to be supported, or scarce 
conversed with. Fortune is a very pretty gentlewoman ; 
but how soon she may be changed^ nobody can tell; 

* The Dake of Onnond was one of the djtteea broOert; the <9&^ 
clien, tlierefbfe, call^ 9wUt brother ia ha lord'ft t\|^ ISl. 

rdL. xrt. B 
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Frettiog her, with the seeing all she does for people xmlj 
mikes theiD demise her, raaj make her so sick as to at- 
ter her complexion ; but I tlQlie.<>iir JrieDds will find her 
constant, in spite of all thej do to shock her ; and re* 
member the stoqr of the arrows,* that were very ^easily 
broke singly ; but when tied up close i€ge(her, no 
strength of man could hiurt them. But Ihat you may 
never feel ai^y ill consequences from whatever may 
happen, are the sincere wishes of, brother, 

Tours, vf itb all sisterly affection. 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MY LORD, Londonj May IB, 1714. 

I HAD done myself the honour of wxiting to your ex- 
cellency, above a month before yours of March the 5th 
came to my hands. The Saturdays' dinners have not 
been resumed since the queen's return from Windsor ; 
and I am )ioi «oiry, «iBoe it became so m^gled an as- 
sembly, and of so little use either to business or conver- 
satiwi : so that I was content to read your^queries to 
our two great friends: The treasurer stuck.at them dl ; 
but the seccetag^ acquitted himself of the firsts by as- 
siicing me he had oflen written to your. exoeUeocy* 

I was told, the other day, of an answer you made to 
somebody abroad* who inquiredof you the state and 
^pontjkoiW'OffOur court: ^* That you eould >n»t leU» 

* la this letter the 'dachess aUudes to the ^ivision'tben mKaSa^Sy^ 
auobg the ttlaiMert at cmiH; and !t b probable, that the hint about 
the^itot3r4f Om arrovt prbdHced the poem calM '^/fhe 'Faggot;** 
which the dean wrote abont tbia time. It is said, under the title, to 
have been written, in tbe^^ear 1713i| when the queen.*! mioisterMrere 
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for you b«d been out of England a fortnight.'' In yoar 
leUnv you meotioo the work! of tbe moon, and appij it 
to Soglaod; but the mooa changes but once in four 
weeb. Bj both theie instances, it appears you have « 
better opinion of our steadiness than ive deserve; for I 
do not remember, since jou left us, that we hare coo* 
tiaued abore four days in the same view, or four minutes 
with any manner of concert I assure you, my lord, for 
the concern I have for the common cause, with relation 
to affairs both at home and abroad, and from tlie per- 
sonal love I bear to our friends in power, I never led a 
life so thoroughly uneasy ba I do at present. Our situa* 
tion is so bad, that our enemies could not, without 
abundance of invention and ability, have placed us so ^ 
ill, if we had left it entirely to their management. For 
my own part, my head turns round ; and after eveiy 
conversation, I come away just one ilegree worse inform* 
ed than I went. I am glad, for the honour of our na- 
tion, to find by your excellency's letter, that some other 
courts have a share of frenzy, though not equal, nor 
df the same nature with oui-s. The height of lionest 
men's wishes at present is, to rob ofT this session ; after 
which, nobody ha^ the impudence to expect that we shall 
not. iounediately fall to pieces : nor is any thing I write 
the least seoret, even to a whig footman. _ 

The queen is pretty well at present: but the least 
disorder ^ has puts all in alarm ; and when it is over 
we act as if she were immortal. Neither is it posgible 
to persuade people to make preparations against an evil 
day. JThere is a negotiation now in hand, which, I 
hope, will not be abortive: the States General are wil- 
ling to declare themselves fully satisfied with the peace 
and the queen's mea^ires, &c. and that is too^popular a . 
matter to slight. It is imposdble to tell yoa whether the 
prioce of Hanover intends to cone 0V«r<nitfA* vlivraSAk 
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thiuk the latter, by the accounts I have seen ; yet our 
adversaries continue strenuously to assert otherwise ; and 
very industriously give out, that the lord treasurer is at 
the bottom : which has given some jealousies not only to 
his best friends, but to some I shall not name ; yet I 
am confident they do him wrong. This formidable 
journey is the perpetual subject both of coun and coffee 
house chat. 

Our mysterious and unconcerted ways of proceeding 
haves as it is natural, taught every body to be refiners, 
and to reason themselves into a thousand various conjec- 
tures. Even I, who converse most with people in 
power, am not free from this evil : and particularly, I 
thought myself twenty times in the right, by drawing 
conclusions very regularly from premises which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, to be a 
plain proof that we act altogether by chance ; and that 
the game, such as it is, plays itself. 

By the present enclosed in your excellency's letter, 
^ I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
. poets. As sneakingly as the prince looks at the bishop's 
foot, I could have made him look ten times worse, and 
have done more right to the piece, by placing your ex- 
cellency there, representing your mistress the queen, 
and delivering the crown to the bishop, with orders 
where to place iU I should like your new king very 
veil, if he would make Sicily his constant residence, 
and use Savoy only as a cammendam. Old books have 
given me great ideas of that island. I imagine every 
acre there worth three in England; and that a wise 
prince, in such a situation, would, after some years, 
be able to make what figure he pleased in the Medi- 
terranean. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the weather on 
our side the water, continues in Ireland, although he 
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fonnally took his leave there six weeks a«:o. Tom 
Harley is e?eiy hour expected here, aad writes me 
word, " be has succeded at Hanover to his wishes.'* 
Lord Stafford writes the same, and gives himself no 
little merit upon it 

Barber, the printer,* was, some time ago, in great dis- 
tress, upon printing a pamplilet, of which evil tongues 
would needs call me the author :* he was brought be- 
fore your house, which addressed the queen in a body, 
who kindly publishe<I a proclamation with three hun- 
dred pounds to discover. - The fault was, calling the 
Scots " a fierce poor northern people." So well pro- 
tected are those who scribble for the government t 
Upon which, I now put one query to your excellency. 
What has a man without employment to do among miuiSr 
ters, when he can neither serve himself, his friends, nor 
the public ? 

In my former letter, which I suppose was sent to ParFs 
to meet yoii there, I gave you joy of the government of 
Minorca. One advantage you have of being abroad, 
that you keep your friends ; and I can name almost % 
dozen freat men, who thoroughly hate one another, yet 
all love your lordship. If you have a mind to preserve 
their friendship, keep at a distance; or come over, and 
show your power, by reconciling at least two of them ; 
and remiember, at the same time, that this last is an im- 
possibility. If your excellency were here, I would 
speak to you without any constraint ; but the fear of ac- 
cideots ia the conveyance of the letter, makes me keep 
to generals. I am sure you would have prevented a 
great deal of ill, if you had continued among us ; but 
people of my level must be content to have their opinba 

• '' The Public Spirit of the Wbigt.*^ See the lord treaaatec^ 
letter on iiua subject, p,2Z Tfi 
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asked, and to see it oot fdUowed; although I have 
always given it with the uCniost freedom and iihpar- 
tialit/. I have trembled jou too nmeh ; and as a long 
letter from jou is the most agreeable thing one can 
receive, so the most agreeable return would be a short 
one. I am ever, with the greatest respect and truth, 
my lord, 

Your excellency's most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 

JOJN^. swiFr. 



. ittO^I CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ESQ. 

CAPTAIN OF THE YEOMEN Of THE GUABD. 

aia, ' May 22, 1714. 

Hearing from honest John,* that you still persist ia 
iiour resolution of retiring into the country, I cannot 
but give you my thoughts of it, at the same time that I 
am Ecoftible how intruding it may appear in me to troiu 
ble you with what I think ; but you have an unlucky 
quality, which exposes you to the forwardness of thoM 
who love you : I mean good nature. From wbieb, 
thaugli I did not always suspect you guilty of it, I now 
promise myself an easy pardon. So that,, without being 
in much pain as to the censure you may pass upon my 
assurance, I shall go pn gravely to tell yon, I am en* 
Urely against your design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, and ' 
particularly at the return your services have met wilb, 

* John Barber, then the Dean's printer ; in 1722 an alde^-man* 
and fnlTJa l^rd MaTor of London* K.^ 
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may give yoa a disgust to the court; and that iretire- 
meot may afford a plying proepeet to you, ivho haye 
lived 80 long in the hurry, and have borne so great a 
Aare of the load^of busioess ; and the more so at this 
juncture, when the distraction among your friends b 
enough to make any one ack of a courtier's life. But 
on tliese very accounts you should choose to stay, and 
convince the world that you are as much above private 
resentment, where the public is concerned, as you are 
incapable of being tired out in the service of your coun- 
try ; and that you are neither afraid nor unwilliug to 
fiace a stnrih in a good cause. 

It is true, you have less reason than any one I know, 
to regard what the world says of you ; for I know none, 
to whom the world has been more unjust. Yet since 
the most generous revenge is to make the ungrateful ap- 
pear yet more uograteful, you should still persecute the 
public with fresh obligations ; and the rather, because 
there are of a temper to acknowlei%e benefits i 
it is to be hoped the rest ipay not always conthfiue 
stupid. At least (suppose the worst) the attempt to do 
good, carries along with it a secret satisfaction, with 
wUch if you are not. sensibly aflfected, J am at a loss 
how to account for many of your actions. I remember 
very well, what you have sometimes said upon this sub- • 
ject ; as if you were now grown useless, &c To which 
I have this to answer, that though your eflforts are in 
vain loHlay, some unforeseen incident may make them 
otherwise to-morrow ; and that, should you by your ab- 
sence lose any happy opportunity, you will be the first 
to reproach yourself with running ^away, and be the 
last man in the world to pardon it. If I denied self 
interest to be at the bottom of all t have said, I know 
you woiild think I lied ^llanously, and perhaps not 
think amiss neither ; for I still flatlet n\7%.^\\ \;\^^^ ^^ 
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coDtiDuaoce of that favour 7011 have od maoj occasions 
beeo pleased lo show me ; and am vaio enough to fancy 
I should be a considerable loser, if jou were where I 
could nol have an opportunity of clubbing my shilling 
' With you now and then at good eating. But as much 
as I am concerned on tliis account, I am not so selfish 
to say what I have done, if it were not my real opinion ; 
which, whetlier you regard or not, I could not deny 
myself the satisfaction of speaking it, and of assuring 
you, tiiat I am, with the utmost sincerity and respect^ 
sir, your most obliged, and most faithful humble servant, 

GH. CHARLTON- 

Mj lady duchess,^ I can answer for her, is very much 
your servant, though I have not her commands to say 
so. She is gone to see the Duke of Beaufort, who U 
^o ill, it is feared he cannot recover. She went this 
morning so early, I have had no particular accouoi 
how he is; but am told, \k does nothing but (^^. 
The messenger came to her at three in the morninm 
and she went away immediately afterward. 

Lady B^tty desires me to thank you for your letter, 
and would be glad, since the provost u graciously ' 
pleased to stay her majesty's time, to know where it 
is he designs to stay. 

Honest Townshend and I have the satisfaction to drink 
. your health, as often as we do drink together. Whe- 
ther you approve of your being toasted with the 
Bishop of London, . and such people, I cannot tell ; 
but at present we have disposed you in the first list 
Of rank tories. 

« 

* Of OrmoodL H. 
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A serraDt b just now come from the Duchess of Or- 
mood, and gives such an account of the Duke of 
Beaufort, that it is thought he cannot possibly re- 
cover. 



FROM MR. CAY* 

su, London, June 9, 1714. 

SiNCB you vent^ont of the town, my Lord Clarendon 
was ajppointed envoy extraordinary to Hanover, in the 
room of Lord Paget ; and by making use of those friends, 
which I enturely owe to you, he has accepted me for his 
secretary. This day, by appointment, I met his knrd- 
ship at Mr. Secretary Bromley's office :t he then ordered 
me to be ready by Saturday. I am quite off from the 
Dudieas of Monmouth4 Mr. Lewis was very ready 
to serve me upon this occasion, as were Dr. Arbuthnot 
and Mr. Ford. I am every day attending my lord 
treasurer lor his bounty, in order to set me out ; which 
he has promised me upon the following petition, which 
I sent him by Dr. Arbuthnot : 

The Epigrammatical Petition of John Gay. 

I'm no more to converse with the swains, 

But go where fine people resort: 
One can live without money on plains. 

But never without it at court. 

* Eadoned, '* The dean sent Gay abroad.'* N. 

f Bromley was joint secretary with Bolingbroke. - H. 

X Mr. Gay had been secretary, or domestic steward, to the duchess, 
widow of the Duke of MonmMith, who was beheaded ia the first year 
^ JUng Jantes 11. B. 

B 2 
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If, wbeo vith the swaios I did gambol, 

I arra jM me Id tilver and blue ; 
Wlieo abroad, and in oourts I dis^ ramble, 

Fray, my lord, hpw mtieh money will do ? 

We had the honour of Ibe treasurer's company last 
Saturday, when we sat upon Scriblerus.''^ Pope is in 
town, and has brought with him the &Mt bbok of Homer* 
, I am this evening to be at Mr. Lewis's with the Fro- 
vo8t,t Mr< f^ord, Pamell, and Pope. It is thought viy 
Ldfd Clarendon will make bni a sboit slay at HoBover. 
If it was possible, that any recommeadatioo could be 
procured to make me more distinguished than ofdioaiy, 
during my stay at that court, I should think myself rery 
Isppy, if you could contrive tnj inethod to prosecute 
It; for I am told, that thdr civilities very rarely' de- 
atend so low ds to the secretary. I have all the reaMHi 
Id the world' to adUibwledge this as 'wholly owil^ to 
^OQ. And the many favours I Imve received liofli yon, 
|urely out of your love for doing good, assures ale ye« 
will not forget ase In my absence. As for myself mh^ 
•tter I am at home or abroad, gratitude wHl ahraya fnt 
me in mind of the man, to whom I owe so many bowfitl. 
I am your most obliged humble servant, 

J. GAY. 



* Memoirs of jtfartinus ScrUHenis ; a joint vorit of Pope^ Arbatk- 
aot, and others. See Pope's works. H. 
fOfDoblinColtofe, Dr.BcnjaiDMrrfttt H. 
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TO MISS TAimOMIUGH. 

* Ufftsr Ldombe, nmrJVantagey Berks, Jvm 8, 1714. 

I HAYS not much news to tell you from hence, noi' 
have I bad one. line from any body since I left London, 
of which I am very glad : but to say the truth, I be- 
lieve I diall not stay here so long as I intended ; I am 
at a ckigyman's house, whom I love very veil ; but he 
is such a melancholy thoughtfiU man, partly from nature, 
and partly by a solitary life, that I shall soon catch the 
qpleen from him. Out of ease and complaisance, I de- 
sire him not tONalter any of his methods for me : so we 
dine exactly between twelve and one. At eight we 
have some bread and butter, and a glass of ale $ and at 
ten he goes to bed. Wine is a strai^ger, except a little 
I sent him ; of which, one evening in two, we have a 
pint between us. His wife has been thi» month twenty 
miles ofl^ at,her father's, and will not return these ten 
days. I never saw her: and perhaps the house inll be 
worse when she comes. I read all dsgr , or walk f aod 
4o not speak as many words as t have now writ, in three 
days : so that, in short, I have a mind to steal to Ireland, 
unless I find myself take more to this way of living, so 
different, in every circumstance, from what I left. This 
is the first syllable I have writ to any body since you 
saw me. I shall be glad to hear from you, not as you 
are a Londoner, but as a fiiend ; fof I care not three- 
pence for news, nor have beard one syllable since I came 
here. The pretender, or Duke of Cambridge, may 
both be landed, and I never the wiser : but if this place 
were ten times worse, nothing shall make me returii 
lo (own, while things are in the sHuation I left them. 
I give a guinea a week for my board, and can eat any 
thing. 
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FROM MR. BARBER. 

■ 

DEAR SIR, Lofu/ott, June 8, 1714 

I HAVE enclosed all the letters that have come to bx^ 
haods. I saw mj lord treasurer to-day, who asked me 
where you were gone ? I told his lordship you were in 
Berkshire.* He answered, *' It b very well ; I suppose 
I shall soon hear from 1iim." My Lord Boliugbrok« 
was very merry' with me upon your journey, and hoped 
the world would be the better for your retirement, and 
that I should soon be the midwife. The schism bill was 
read the second time yesterday, and committed for to- 
morrow, without a division. Every body is in the 
greatest consternation at your retirement, and wond^^v 
at the cause. I tell them, it is for your health's sake. 
Mr. Gay is made secretary to my Lord Clarendon, and 
is well pleased with his promotion. The queen is so 
,well that the Sicilian ambassador has his audience to- 
night. She can walk, thank God, and is well recover- 
^^ »#**###* consent, I will appoint the happy 
day ; as does, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

TYRANT. 

I forgot to tell you that I saw Mr. Ilarley, who told me 
hi would instantly send for the horse from Hereford-^ 

* Swift having in vain endeaToured to bring about a reconciliatMni 
between the Lords Oxford and B<^ngbroke, retired about this time, to 
the house of his friend the Rev. Mr. Gery, at Letcombe, Berks : 
where he wrote **Free Thoughts on the present State of Aflairs;" 
which through the medium of his friend John, he put to the press of 
John Barber ; who, pleased with his pamphlet, but not knowing by 
whom It was written, communicated it to Lord Bolingbroke, wha 
loade in it some alteratioos not attested by the Dean, and which re- 
tarded the progress at the press so long, that in the interim the queeO 
died, and the pamjihlet was whoUy nitppressed. If. 
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shire» but that^ being at grais, be had ordered his maa 
Dot to ride hard ; but that jou should have him 
all conveDient speed. 



JROM DR. ARBURTHNOT, THE 4U££N% 
DOMESTIC PHYSICIAN. 

DWJLR BROTHSR,* St JoaUS^ JvOM 12, 1714. 

I AM glad your {Hroud nitomach is come down, and that 
jott submit to write to your friends. I was of opinion^ 
that if they managed you right, they might bring you 
to be even fond of an article in the Postboy, or Flying- 
post As for the present state of our court affairs, I 
thank Ood, I am almost as ignorant as you are, to my 
great ease and comfort. I have never inquired about 
any thing, since my Lady Masham told the dragon,! 
that she would carry no more messages, nor meddle, nor 
make, &c. I do not know whether things were quite so 
bad when you went The dragon manages this billf 
pretty well;. for 3'ou know that it is his /orfe; and I 
l)6lieve, at the rate they go on, they will do mischief to 
themselves, and good to nobody else. 

You know that Gay goes to Hanover, and my lord 
treasurer has promised to equip him. Monday is the 
day of departure ; and he is now dancing attendance for 
money to buy him shoes, stockings, and linen. The 
duchess has turned him ofl^|| which I am afraid will 
make the poor man's condition worse, instead of better. 

* One of the flf zteen. H. 

f Lord Treasiirei' Oxford. B. 

I ** To prevent the growth of schism, sDd for the forther secaritx 
of the church of EogUnd, as by law established.^ It passed the house 
of lords; June 13, 1714. B. 

tl The dttcheit of Monmcwtbi to whom he had been iecretai7» H. 
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TIk drafDO iras with at cm Satiirday oiglit laatr itt<er 
ia^fioi^ seoi us vealfy- a nioit escellei^ copj of venes. 
I really believe when he lays down, be will prove a 
very good poet I remember the first part of his versea 
was complaioiog of ill usage ; and at (ast he concktdee^ 

• 

** He tkat earct not te> rule, will bemre to obey^ 

When sominoDM by Artwtbiiot, Pope, PbnieUf and Gmy.*^ 

Pamel) has beea thinkiug of going cbapkoa t» my 
]Lerd Clarea^oo; but they will not say iriiether he 
fbouU or Dot I fim to meet our ckib at the PaU-maU 
G^See-house, about one to-day, where we caaacA Ml 
te remember you. The qtieeo is in good health; much 
,Id tba same circumstances with the geatlenan I men- 
tiooed, in atteedaoce upon her mioistexs for something 
she cannot obtain^ My Lord and my Lady Mariiam, 
and Lady Fair, remember you kindly; and none with 
more sincere respect than your afiectioaate brother^ and 
humble servant, 

JO. ABBUTHNOT. 



FEOM MB. POPE. 

V 

June 18, 171^ 

Whatbvbr apologies it might become me to make at 
any other time for writing to you, I shall use none now, 
to a man who has owned himself bs spleuetie as a cat in 
the country. In that circumstaDce, 1 know by expe- 
rience a letter is a very useful, as w^U aa amusing thing : 
if you are too busied in state afiairs to read it, yet you 
may find entertainment in folding it into divers figures, 
either doublitig^ It into a pyramidical, or twisting it, into 
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a sarpeBtitte ierlD $ or if jour dlipositte Aottld not be. 
«o mt^enliiftieal, ni takiiig It with jm to that pltce 
whete noo of aludioiis niiod* are Ofit to tit longer than 
oTdioaqr ; wh^nre, after an abmiit dividoo of the paper, 
it wnj not be tmpteaMot to trj to fit and rejofar the 
btokeii lifies together. AH these aimueiiieDia I am no 
tftraqgef to in the country, aad dodbt not but fbjr Htm 
ikbe) yoil bftgm to reUah them, in jonr pvesent content 
l^ftUiTe tituaiiofL 

I remember a man, who was thought to hare pome 
knowledge iti the world, uaed to affirm, that no people 
in bwa ever complained they were forgotten by their 
firiends in the^countiy: bat mj increasing experience 
eOBTittceadie he wte.mistaken ; for I find agreat many 
hare girfeFondy complaining of yon, upon this score. I 
am lold farther, that you tr«at the few you correspond 
with In a very tfarogaot style, wd tell them you admire 
at their-insoleoce in disturlnng your meditatioQB, or even 
inquiriag of your retreat :^ but this I will not positively 
assert,, because I 6ever recdved any such insulting 
epistle from you. My Lord Oziord says yon have not 
written to teft once since you vent: but this perhaps 
may be only policy, in him or you : and I, who am half 
a whig, must not eotiiely credit any thvag he afirms. 
At Button's it is reported you are gone to Hauov^, and 
Uiat Gay goes only on an embassy to you. Others ap- 
prehend some dangerous state treatise from your reUre- 
ment; and a wit ivho atbcts to itnitate Balzac, sajrs, 
that th^ ministry now are like IhOse heathens of old, who 
xeceived their oracles from the wood*. The gentlemen 
of the Roman Catholic persuasion are not unwilHng to ' 
credit me, when I whfeper that you are gone to meet 
some JesuitB commissioned from the court of Rome, in 

* At a Maid'9 bQuae In Berkdure. See tlie pxe^^VD^\t\\.<«%. ^ . 
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order to settle the most coovenient methods to be taken 
for the coniiog of the pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is sin- 
gular ID his opiDioo, and imagines your ^nly design is 
to attend at full leisure to the life and adventures of 
Scriblerus.* This indeed must be granted of greater 
toiportance than all the rest; and I wish I could pr6* 
mise so well of you. Tlie top of mj own ambition is 
to contribute to that great work, and I shall translate 
Homer by the by. Mr. Gay has acquainted you what 
progress I have made in it. I cannot name Mr. Gay, 
without all the acknowledgments which I shall ever owe 
you, on his account, v If I writ this in verse, I would 
tell you, you are like the sun, and while men imaging 
you to be retired or absent, are hourly exerting your in- 
dulgence, and bringing things to maturity for their ad- 
vantage. Of all the worid, you are the man (without 
flattery) who serve your friends with the least ostenta* 
tion ; it is almost ingratitude to thank you, considering 
your temper; and this is the period of all ray letter 
which I fearyou will think the most impertinent. I am, 
with the truest affection, 

Yours, &c. 



* This project (in which the principal persons engaged were Dr. 
Arbuthnot, Dr. Swift, and Mr Pope) was a ver^ noble one. It was 
to write a complete ratire in prose upon the abuses in erery branch of 
science, comprised in the history of tlie life and writings of Scrible- 
nis ; the issue of which were only some detached parts and fragment^ 
soch as the ** M enwirs of Scriblerus," the ^ Travels of Gulliver,** the 
•* Treatise of the Profound," the literal "Criticisms on Virgil," &c. 

Warburton. 

But the thru last-mentioned works were not at all on the character 
of Dr. ScribleroB. Dr. Wiurtor* 
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FROM THOMAS HARLEY, ESQ.* 

MR, JunelQ^ 1714. 

YoiTR letter gave me a great deal of pleasure. I do 
oot mean 0DI7 the satisfaction one must always find in 
hearing from so good a friend, 'M'ho has distinguished 
himself in the world, and formed a new character, which 
uobodj is vain enough to pretend to imitate. But joa 
must know, the moment ailer you disappeared, I found 
it was to no purpose to be unconcerned, and to slight (as 
I really have done) all the silly stories and schemes- 1 
met If ith every day ; the effects of self-conceit, and a 
frightened, hasty desire of gain. * They asked me, 
" Has not the Dean left the town ? Is not Dr. Swift 
gone into the country ?" — Yes; and I would liave gone 
into the country too, if I had not learned, one cannot be 
hurt till one turns one's back ; for which reason I will 
go no more on their errands. But, seriously, you never 
heard such bellowing about the town of the state of the 
nation, especially among the sharpers, sellers of bear- 
8kiD8,t and the rest of that kind ; nor such crying and 
squalling among the ladies; insomuch that it has at last 
reached the house of commons ; which I am sorry 
for, because it is hot and uneasy sitting there in this sea- 
son of the year. But I was told to day, that in some 
countries, people are forced to watch day and night, to 
keep wild beasts cut of their com. Do you not pity me, 

*Thi« Kentleman was cousin to the lord treasurer. He died in 
Januar7 1727; and left bis estate to Edward Harley, Esq. H: 

f Stockjobbers. He who sells that of which he is not possessed, is 
said proverbially to seU the beards skin, while the bear runs in the 
woods. And it being conmionfor stockjobbers to make contracts 
for transfer^g stock at a Aiture tine, though th^ were not po«- 
seised of the stock to be tramftned, they are called sellers of be«r-. 
skios, H. ' 
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for yielding to such grave sajings, to be stifled everf 
day in the house of commons ? 

When I waiB out of England, I used to receive fi?e 
or six lettem each post with this passage, '' As for vih^l 
passes here, you will be informed by pthers much better ; 
therefore I ahall not trouble you with any thing of thai 
sort" Tou will give me leave to use it now, as my 
excuse to you foi* not writing news. I hope honest Gay 
will be better supplied by some friend or other. Before 
I received your direction, I had ordered my Eervaut, 
who comes n^xt Monday out of Herefordshire, to leave 
jour horse at the Crown in Farringdon, where you cao 
easily send for him. I hear he was so fat, they could 
not travel him till -he was taken down ; and I ordered 
he should go short journeys ; he is of a good breed, an4 
therefore I hope will prove well : if not, use him like a 
bastard, and I will ehoose another for you. I am, sir, 
your most faithful huiuble servant, 

T. HARLEY. 



FROM MR. THOMAS-^ 

BEVERHiiD SIB, Junc 22, 1714. 

It was with, some difficulty, that I prevailed with 
myself to forbear acknowledging your very kind letter^ 
I can only tell you, it shall be the business of my life, 
to endeavour to deserve the opinion you express of me, 
aod thereby to recommend myself to the continuance of 
your frieDdship. 

* Seerttu^r to lord treftsnrer. Site p. 4A. 73.— A letta- to the fiarL 
of Otfotd from this Mr. Thoou*, who retiiedl into Wales, ok ik^Aih 
tiqpify of EogUA asd British Poetry, maj be seen amoos the Har« 
)eian MSS. in the British Museam. N. 
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My kltd treasnrer does, upon all occanons, do justice 
to jour merit f and has expressed to all his friends the 
great esteem he has for so hearty and honest a friem!^ 
and particularly on occasion of the letter yon mention 
to have lately vmi to him. And all bis friends can In- 
fcrm yoii with what pleasure he communicated it to 
them. 

And Mw for tNuiness ; I am to acquaint yeu^ that last 
Thursday I received the 50/. (which now waits your or- 
ders) and dated your receipt accordingly, which I deli* 
vered to Mr. Wetham, who paid me the money. 

I do not pretend to tell you how matters, go. Our 
friend says very lad. I am sanguine enough to hope 
not worse. 

I ad), with all possible esteess, ever your's, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DKAR BttOTBER, KiHStHgt&ny Jua€ 2d, 1714. 

I ^AD ahnostresolved not to write to you, for fear of 
dirturliiog so happy a state as you describe. On the 
other hand, a little of the devil, that cannot endure any 
body siiould enjoy a paradise, almost provoked me to 
give you a long and melancholy state of our aflfoirs. For 
you must know, that it is just ray own case. I have 
with great industry endeavoured to lire In ignorance; 
but at the same time would enjoy Kendogton garden | 
and then some busy discontented body or another comes 
just erofls me, and begins a dismal story f and before I 
go to supper, I am as full of grievances as the most know* 
log of them* 

I will plague you a little, by teHiog you the dragon 
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I kD«w fwi love me heartily, andyet I will toot owoi 
that joa love me better than I love you. Mj Lood aoi 
Xia^y Masham love joa too, and read your letter to me 
with pAeasure. My ladj sayp ahe will write to fo^ 
whether 70U write to her or not. Dear friepd, adieu* 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 

XT LORD, July 1, 1 714. 

When I Was with you, I have b^ more thau oooei 
that I would oerer allow quality or station made aojr 
real difference between men. Being now absent aodior* 
gotten,"^ I have changed my mind : you have nthouiaQd 
people who can pretend they love you, with as modi ap- 
pearance of sincerity as I ; so that, according to coauDOfi 
justice, I can. have but a thousandth part in returo of 
what I give. And this difference is whol}y owing to 
jour station. And tlie n^isfortupe is still the greater, 
because I always loved you just so much the worse for 
jour s^tion : for* in your public capacity, you have of* 
ten angered me to the heart; but, as a private man, 
never once. So that, if I only look toward myself I 
.could wish jou a private u^an to-morrow : for I have 
nothing to ask ; at least nothing that you will give, which 
is the same thing: and then you would see whether I 
should not with much more willingness attend you in a 
retuement, whenever you please to give roe leave, than 
ever I did at London or Windsor. From these senti- 
ments, I willnever write to you, if I can help it, other- 
wise than as to a private person, or allow mjself to have 
b(«n obliged by you in any other capacitj. 

^ TJbe deaD was now retired to LctcoaJbe. See p. 3J. N, 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 41 

n euw t y cff^pue great iiwtttnce of your candotur 
«id jntioe, 1 will ea^j tomj grave : that having been 
Ib m-aMDoer domestic with yau lor afmoat four yean, h 
was never in the power of any pnUie, or eonceafled eoe- 
wy, ta make jmn thiaik ill of rae, though maKoe and 
envy w«re often employed to that end. If I five, po6^ 
terity diall know that, and more ; whkh, though yon, 
and aoroebody that shall be Damelefls,'seem to value less 
than I-cauld wisht kail the return lean make you. Will 
you ^ve me leave to say how I would desire to stand in 
your memory ? As one, who was truly senrible of the 
honour you cKd him, though he was too proud to be vain 
upon It : as' one, who was neither assuming, offidous, nor 
taaffli^; who jiever wiHully misrepresented persons! or 
foeta to you, nor consulted his passions when he gave a 
dbariGter : and lairitly, as one, whose indiscretions pro* 
oeeded idtogeUier from a weak head, aod not an ill heart. 
I win add one thing more, which is-tiie highest compli- 

■ 

ment I 'Can make, that T never was afraid of oflRmding 
you, nor am now inany pain for the manner I write to 
you in. I liave said enough ; and, like one at your le- 
vee, hvringmad^my bow, I ^hAdk back into the crowd. 
1. aiBj ^nsc. 



FROM MR. BARBER. 

hovovrbD sir, London, July 6, 1714. 

I HAJ> yours of the 8d instant, and am heartily glad 
of your being in health, which I hope wiii continue^ 
Pray draw what bills you please : I will pay them on 
demand. 

I wilV take care of Mrs. Rolt's affair. I wish you 
would write to her* I had a viut from Mn« l&t^Oi^^l 
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to day ; she gives her humble service, and desired my 
assistaDce with General Hill. I told her it was best to 
Btaj till there was a master ; and I did not doubt but 
something would be done. 

I fortunately met Lord Bolingbroke yesterday, the 
minute I had your letter. I attacked him for some 
wine, and he immediately ordered you two dozen of red 
French wine, and one dozen of strong Aamana white 
wine. The hamper will be sent to>morrow by Robert 
Stone the Wantage carrier, and will be there on Friday 
I am afraid it will cost you 55. to George, my lord's 
butler ; but I would do nothing without order. My 
lord bid me tell you this morning, that he will write to 
you, and let you know, that as great a philosopher as 
you are, you have had the pip ; that the public affairs 
are carried on with the same zeal and quick despatch 
as when you was here ; nay, that they are improved in 
several particulars ; that the same good understanding 
continues ; that he hopes the world will be the better 
fnr your returement ; that your inimUable pen was never 
more wanted than now ; and more, which I cannot re- 
member. I believe he expects you should write to 
him. He spoke many affectionate and handsome things 
in your favour. I told him your story of the spaniel, 
vluch made him laugh heartily. 
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FROM MR. BARBER TO MR. FORD.* 

8IB, Lambeth WU^ July 6, 1714. 

I THANKFULLY acknowledge the receipt of a packetf 
sent last Sunday. I have shown it only to one penon,{ 
who 18 charmed with it, and will make some unall 
jdterations and additions to it, with your leave. You 
will the easier give leave, when I tell yon, that it is 
one of the best pens in England. Pray favour me with 
a line. 

I am, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN BARBER. 



FROM MR. THOMAS. 

REVEREIVD SIR, July 6, 1714. 

I SHOULD not have presumed to break in upon your 
retirement, nor so much as inquire for your address, had 
not the inclosed given me a fair occasion to ask after 
your health. I need not add any thing to what the pa- 
pers will inform you touching that ajQTair. The person 
mentioned in the baron's letter has not yet called upon 
me. When you have endorsed the letter of attorney, 
please to return that and the baron's letter, that I may 
punctually follow his directions. I dare not mention 
any thing of politics to one, that has purposely witb- 

*^ Tbis letter was disgaised, and directed to Samuel Bridges, Eig. 
at St. DiiD8tan*8 coffee-house, Fleet-street ; and is thus endorsed b^ 
the De^n, ** John Barber's ktteir about the pamphlet.** Pf. 

t ** Free thoughts on the present State of Affkirs.** B« 

X This VM Mr. Ford. See p. ^2. N. 

VOL. XVI. C 
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drawn himself from the din of it. I shall only tell yoO, 
tliat your friends applaud your conduct with relation to 
jour own ease ; but they think it hard you should abdi* 
cate at a juncture your friendship seems to be of most 
use to them. I am sure some of them want your advice, 
as well as assistance. You will forgive this digresrion 
from business, when I tell you I shall not repeat this 
trouble, not having so much as kept a copy of your di- 
rection. You may direct your commands to me, under 
GOVfsr, to our common friends. I hope you believe me 
too sensible of obligations to need formal assurauceg of 
the sincere respect, wherewith I am, reverend sir, your 
mo^t obedient and most humble servant, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESCl.^ 

SIB, WhUehaU, July 6, 1714* 

Yov give me such good reasons for your desire of 
knowing what becomes of our grand affair, that, to 
oblige you, and perhaps to give myself vent, I will tell 
you what I think on it The two ladiesf seem to have 
determined the fall of the dragon,! and to entertain a 
chimerical notion, that there shall be no monsieur le 
p/remMTy but that all power shall reside in one, and pro- 
fit in the other. The man of mercury} soothes them in 
this notion with great dexterity and rea&on, lor he will 
be monsieur le premier then of course, by virtue of the 

* Eadoned, ^* Lord Treasurer Oxford begins to decline at court/' 

f Lady Masham and Dilchess of Somerset. N. 
X Lord Treasurer Oxford. B. 
\ Lord Bolingbroke. B. 
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Bttk seal. JBis character is too bad to carry the great 
ensigDs ; tlierefore he takes another method, and I think 
il Tery artful, viz. to continue his present station, to 
trhich the power may altogether be as properly attach- 
ed as to tiie wand. In this brangle I am no otherwise 
coBcemed, than that I must lose part of the pleasure I 
had io the conversation of my friends. And that I am 
really apprehensive the two ladies may suffer by the un- 
dertaking ; for the man of Mei-cury^s bottom is too nar- 
row, his faults of the first magnitude ; and we cannot find, 
that there is any scheme in the world how to proceed. 
Mercurialis^ complains, that the Dragonf has used him 
barbarously ; that he is in with the democraticals, and 
never conferred a single obligation upon him since he 
had the wand. Lc tempts turns 4claircir(u 

L propose to move on the 2d of August to Bath, and 
to stay there, or go from thence^ according as our chaos 
settles here. I believe I sliall not go to Abercothy, 
otherwise I would attend you. Shall not we meet at 
Bath ? Before t began this paragraph, I should have 
added something to the former, which is, that the dra- 
gon is accused of having betrayed his friends yesterday 
upon the matter of the three explanatory articles of the 
Spanish treaty of commerce, wliich he allowed not to 
be beneficial, and that the queen niiglu better press for 
their being changed, if it was the sense of the house 
they ought to be so. The address tlien passed without a 
negative. 

I thank you for the account you give me of the farm 
iu Buckinghamshire. I could like the thing, and the 
price too, very well ; but when it comes to a point, I 
own my weakness to you. I can't work myself up to 
a resolution, while I have any hope of the 200/. a year 

* The same. ^B» 

f Lord trcx'urer, B. 
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I told you of Id mj ovq pari^ ; it lies now at sale ; if 
I niisS) I would catch greedily at the other. 

When I am at the Bath, I will set down the hints jon 
desire. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London^ JuLy^ 6.^ 

If Batber be not a very great blockhead, I shall sooo 
send you a letter in print, in answer to your last : I 
hope it may be next post, for he had it on Sunday. I 
took care to blot the e^^out oicnely^ and the a^s out of 
^heame^ which I suppose is the meaning of your ques- 
tion, whether I corrected it ? I do not know any other 
alteration it wanted ; and I made none except in one 
paragraph, that I changed the present to the past tense 
four times, and I am not sure I did right in it neither. 
There is so great a tenderness and regard shown all 
nloog to the — — jf that I could have wished this ex- 
pression had been out [^* llic uncertain timorous nature 
of the ."t] But there was no striking it out with- 
out quite spoiling the beauty of the passage : and, as if 
I had been the author myself, I preferred beauty to dis- 
cretion. I really think it is at least equal to any thing 
you have writ 4 and I dare say it will do great service 
as matters stand at present. 

. * The year is omitted, but it should be 1714. This letter is en- 
dorsed, ** Affairs slill worse." H. 

^ + The blanks are thus in the original. Query, should the word 
be Quttn ? H. 

. ; Called " Free Thoughts," &c. Tiie words which Mr. Ford «ays 
}ic could have wished to have blotted out, but spared for the beauty 
of the passage, are not to be found iu the copy of the ** Free 
Thoughts," printed in tlie Dean's works; nor U it ea.^y to delo-mioe 
where they originally stood. N. 
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The colooeF and his friends give tlie game for lost 
OQ their side; and I l)elieve by next week we shall sec 
liOrd Bolinglnroke at the head of affairs. The Bishop 
of Rochester is to be lord privy seal. They talk of 
several other alterations, as that my Lord Trevor is to 
be president of the council ; Lord Abingdon, chamber- 
lain : Lord Anglesey, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; that 
Mr. Bromley f is to go out, and a great many more in 
lesser Employments. I fancy these reports are spread 
lo draw in as many as they can to oppose the new 
scheme. I can hardly think any body will be turned 
out of tlie cabinet, except the treasurer and the privy 
«ea]4 Perhaps my Lord Pou]ett§ may lay down. 
Certainly the secretary may continue in, if he pleases, 
and I do not hear that he is disposed to resign, or that 
be IS so attached to any minister, as to enter into their 
iceentments. What has John of Bucks|| done ? and yet 
the report is very strong, that he is to be succeeded by 
■y Lord Trevor.^ The Duke of Shrewsbury was one 
out of e%bt or nine lords, that stood by my Lord Bo- 
llngbroke yesterday, in the debate about the Spanish 
treaty, aud spoke with a good deal of spirit Is it 
likely he is to be turned out of all ? The lords have 
made a re{»-esentatioo to the queen, in which they de« 
sire her to surmount the insurmountable difficulties the 
Spanish trade lies under by the last treaty. It is 
thought there was a majority in the house to have pre- 
vented such a reflection upon the treaty, if they had 
come to a division. The clamour of the merchant^ 

* Lorcji Oxford. H. 

f Secretary for tlie Northern proyinces. H. 

\ Lord Dartmouth. H. 

\ Lord Steward. H. 

j Joha Sheffield, Dake of Buckinghamshire. B. 

** Lord chief justice of the commoo pleoc B. 
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whig aod torj, has been too great to have passed a vbte 
io vindication of it, as it stands ratified. But my Lord 
Anglesey and his squadron seemed urilliug to oppose 
any censure of lit ; and yet this representation was suf* 
fei*ed to pass, nobody knows how. To day they are te 
take into consideration the queen's answer to their ad» 
dress, desiring to know who advised her to ratify the 
explanation of the three articles. She sent them word 
she tliought there was little diflferonce between that and 
what was signed at Utrecht. When they rise I wiH 
tell you what they have done. The last money bill 
was sent up yesterday ; so that in all probability the 
parliament will be up in two or thi*ee days, and thea 
we shall be entertained with court affairs. I hope you 
got mine last post, and one a fortnight ago. Will the 
change of the ministry affect Elwood ? lie is in paii 
»bout it. I am told the people of Ireland are makiog 
a strong opposition against the present provost. 

The consideration of the queen's answer is deferred 
tilt to- morrow. I am now with Lord Guilford aod three 
other commissioners of trade, who were examined to-daj 
at Use house of lords. They are prodigiously pleased 
with what has been done. But I do not understand it 
well enough to give you an account of it. For the 
rapture they are in hinders them from explainii^ them- 
selves clearly. I can only gather from Uieir manner of 
discourse, that they are come off without censure. 



FROM THE SAIVIJE. 

61 R, Londony Friday^ July I(^, 1714. 

What answer shall J send ? I am against any altera- 
iioa ; but additions^ I think, ought by no means to be 
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allowed. I nbhl had called soooer at St'Duostan's ;^ 
but I did not expect it would have come out till Thun- 
daj, and therefore did not go there till jesterdaj. 
Pray let me know Mhat jou would have done. Baiber 
vas a blockhead to show it at all ; but who can help 
that ? Write an answer either for yourself or me ; but I 
beg of you to make no condescensions. 

Yesterday put an end to the session, and to your 
pain. We gained a glorious victory at the house of 
lords the day before : the attack was made immediately 
against Arthur Moor,t who appeared at the bar, with 
tlie other commissioners of trade. The South Sea Com- 
pany had prepared ^the way for a censure, by voting 
him guilty of a breach of trust, and incapable of serving 
them in any office fgr the future. This passed without 
bearing what he had to say in his defence, and had the 
usual fate of 6uch nnrcasonablo refl€c4ioii6. Those, who 
proposed the resolutions, were blamed for their violence ; 
and the person accused, appearing to be less guilty than 
tbey made him, was thought to be more innocent thau 
I doubt he is. The whigs proposed two questions in 
the house of lords against him, and lost both, one by 
twelve, and the other, I think, by eighteen votes. 

Court affairs go on as they did. The cry is still on 
t(ie captain's side.| Is not he the person Barber means 
by one. of the best pens in England ? It is only my own 
sonjecttu'e, but I can think of nobody else. Have you 
the queen's speech, the lords' address, &c. or shall I sen<l 
them to you? and do you want a comment.^ Have. 
Pope and Parneli been to visit you, as they intended ? 

* This 18 explained by a note ia p. 49. N. 

f One of the commissioners of trade and plantations, who was 
acctised of b<>iog bHbed by the court of Spain, to favour that king* 
dom in the treaty of commerce made between it and England. B. 

X Lord Bolingbroke; alluding to bis difference with Lord Oxford 
H. 
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I had a letter yesterday fi-om Gay, who is at the 
Hague, and presents his humble service to you. He 
has tirit to Mr. Lewis too, but his respect makes him 
keep ^eater distance with liim : and I think mine is the 
pleasanter letter, which J am sorry for. 

We were alarmed by B.* two days ago: he sent 
Tooke word, our friend was ill in the country; which 
we did not know how to interpret, till he explained it. 
It was Mrs. M.f he meant; but slie is in no danger. 
Fray, write immediately, that there may be no farther 
,^e1ay to what we ought to have had a week ago. 



N 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT4 

D£ikR BROTHER^ KoiSmgUiltfJlt]^ 10^ 1714. 

I HAVE talked of your affairs to nobody but my Lady 
Masham. She tells me, that she has it very much at 
heart, and would gladly do it for her own sake, and that 
of her friends ; but thinks it not a fit season to speak 
about it" We are indeed in such a strange couditioo 
as to politics, that nobody can tell now who is for who^ 
It were really worth your while to be here for four-and- 
twenty hours only, to consider the oddness of the scene. 
I am sure it would make you relish your country life th^ 
better. 

The Dragon holds fast with a dead gripe the little 
inachine.§ If he would have taken but half so much 
pains to have done other things, as he has of late to ez- 

* John Barben H. 

t Mrs. Manley, the writer of the Atalantis, who at that tunc Uy^« 
ed with Mr. Barber. H. 
4 Eodoraed, ^ Affairs stiU wone.** N, 
f Hi0trtaMrcr!istaft H. 
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ert bfaoBelf agaiost the esquire, he might have been ft 
JD^i^'Wis instead of a Dagen. 1 would dq more haye 
•uffiered and done what he has, than I would have sold 
rajaelf to the gallies. Hiic inter nas. However, they 
bare now got rid of the parliament, and mvy have timtf 
totUnkofascheme: perhaps they may have one already; 
I know nothing, bat it is fit to rally the broken forces 
under some head or another. They really did very well 
the last day but one in the bouse of lords ; but yesterday 
they were in a flame about the queen's answer, till the 
queen came in, and put an end to it. 

The dragon showed me your letter, and seemed migliti- 
ly ^ pleased with it He has paid ten pounds for a roarui^ 
script, of which I believe there are several In town, ft 
is a history of the last invasion of Scoiland, wrote jUst as 
plain, though not so well, as another history which you 
and I know,* with characters of all the men now living, 
the very names, and invitation that was sent to the pre* 
tender. This by a flaming Jacobite, that wonders all tiic 
world are not so. Perhaps, it may be a whig, that pe'> 
sonates a jacobite. I saw two sliects of the beginning, 
which was treason every line. If it goes on at the same 
rate of plain dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, 
and worth your while to come up to see it only. Mr. 
Lockhart, they say, owns it. It is no more his than it 
V mine. Do not be so dogged : but after the first shower ,^ 
come up to town for a week or so. It is worth your 
while. Your friends will be glad to see }ou^ and none 
more than myself. Adieu. 

X 

* History of the Four last Years. N. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE.* 

Jti(y 13, 1714. 

I NSTBR laughed^ my dear dean, at your leaTing the: 
town : OQ the contrary, I thought the reaotution of doing* 
80, at the time when you took it, a very wise one. Bvit^. 
I coufeM, I laughed, and very heartHy too^ when I lieard 
that you aflfected to find, within* the village of Letcombe^ 
all your heaxt desired. In a word, I judged of you, juat^ 
as you tell me in your letter, tliat I should judge. If 
my grooms did not live a happier life than I have done 
this great while, I am suve they would quit my service. 
Be pleased to apply this reflection. Indeed I wish I 
had heen with you, with Pope and Parnell,. quibus tuque 
muiid candidi4>res. In a little time, perhaps, I may have 
leisure to be happy. I continue ist the same opinions 
and resolutions as you left aie in ; I will stand or fall bj 
them. Adieu. No alteration in my fortune or circumf 
stances can alter that sincere friendship with which I. 
am, dear dean, yours* 

I f^ocy you will have a visit from that great politician 
and casuist, the 4uke.t He is at Oxford with Mc^' 
Clarke.^: 

* Endorsed *^ Lord Bc^iogbroke, on my retiring.'* N. 
f Perhaps the Duke of Ormond. H. 

X George Clarke, doctor of laws, fellow of All Sools, who had beei 
secretary to Prince George of Denmark, as lord high admiral, an4 
^ wa^ mcnyLtiier of parliament, for the unireriity oC Oxford. H, 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London^ Jufy 15, 1714. 

You seel was in the right; but I could wish the 
boobj* bad not convinced me bj naming my Lord Bo- 
ling^ke, and then I should have dealt well enough with 
hfan. Since it has happened so^ the best remedy I could 
think o^ was to write him a verj civil answer ; in which, 
however, I have desired to see the alterations : this is - 
mentioned with great respect to my lord. Though he 
has promised to have it again to-morrow, it is probable t 
he may be disappointed, and there may be time enough 
for me to receive your directions what I shall do, when 
Fget it into my hands. If the alterations are material, 
shall I send it to some other printer as it was first writ- 
ten ?f Reflect upon eveiy thing you think likely to hap- 
pen, and tell me beforehand what is proper to be done, 
that no more time may be lost. I hate the dog for mak- 
ing his cowl 10 such a manoer. 

I am very sorry you have had occasion to remove 
your premier minister. We are told now, we shall have 
no change in ours, and that the Duke of Shrewsbury 
will perfectly reconcile all matters. I aqa sure you will 
not believe this ttny more than I do ; but the dragonj; 
has been more cheerful than usual for three or four days ; 
and therefore people conclude the breaches are healed. 
I ratiier incline to the opinion of those who say he is to 
be made a duke, and to have a pension. Another rea- ' 
son given why there is to be no change is, because the 

* Barber. I>. S» 

t This was the " Free Thoughts" (seep- 49.') The qucen»g death, 
prevented the publication of it in those times; and it never appeared 
till ttie year 1741. D. S. 

t The Earl of Oxford. D. If. 
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parliameDt was not adjouroed to issue new writs io the 
room of those who were to come in upon the new scheme, 
that they might sit in the house at the next meeting. 
But I cannot see why an adjournment may not do as 
well at the beginning, as at the end of a sesaon ; and 
certainly it will displease less in January or February, 
than it would hare done in July. The whigs give out 
the Duke of Marlborough is coming over, and his house 
is actually now fitting up at St. James's. We have had 
more variety of lies of late tlian ever I remember. The 
bistoty we were formerly talking o( would swell to a 
prodigious size, if it was carried on. There was a fire 
last night on Towerhill, that burnt down forty or fifty 
houses. Tou say nothing of coming to town. I hope 
you do not mean to steal away to Ireland without see- 
iog us. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESCt 

I^ncbn, Jtely 1 7, 1 7 1 4. 
A SECOND to-morrow is almost past, and nothing has 
l^en yet left at St. Dunstan's."^ Barber will lose by his 
4)rod]gious cunning ; but that is nothing to the punish, 
ment he deserves. Had it been only his fear, he would 
have chosen somebody else to consult with; but the 
rogne fcund it was well written, and saw the passages 
tliat galled. I am heartily vext at the other person,t 
from whom ope might have expected a more honourable 
proceeding. There is something very mean in his de- 
siring to make alterations, when I am sure he has no 
reason to complain, and is at least as fairly dealt with 

* Swp. 10, W. N. t Lord BoUngbroke. D. J?, 
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eoropetitor.^ Bendea^ a grejit partof it k aa 
ffluch for h]3 Berviee as if he had given directiona liini- 
aelf to have it done. What relates to the pretepder b 
of the utmost use to him ; aad therefore I am as oNMh 
surprised at his delay, as at his ungeoeious manner df 
treating an unknown author, to whom he is so much 
obliged. But perhaps I may wrong him, and he would 
not desire to turn the whole to his own advantage. If 
it had come to me yesterday, or to day, I was resolved 
to have sent it to some other printer without any amend- 
ment; but now I shall wait till I have y our 4lireetions. 
I wish you had employed somebody else at first ; but 
what signifies wishing now ? After what Barber writ Iq 

his last, I can hardly think he will be such a as 

not to let me have it : and in my answer I have given 
him all manner of encouragement to do it. He has aa 
much assurance as he can well desire, that the altera- 
tions shall be complied with, and a positive promise that 
it shall be returned to him the same day he leaves it at 
St. DunstanVt 

I cannot imagine why we have no mischief yet. 
Sure we are not to be disappointed at last, after the bustle 
that has been made. It is impossible they^ can ever 
agree, and I want something to make my letters still en- 
tertaining. I doubt you will hardly thank me for them» 
now the parliament is up ; but as soon as any thing 
happens you shall know it. 

The queen has not yet appointed the time for re« 
moving to Windsor. My lord chief baron W^ard is 
dead, and we have already named seven successors, 

• Lord Oxford. D. S. 

f See, two other letten flrom Mr. Ford, on the mlject of this pani- 
yhlet, July 22 and 24. It appears, by Mr. Barber*9 letter of Ja)y 6^ 
that he did not know the real author. N. 

$ Lordi Oiferd and Boliogliroke, P. &, 
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amoog whom ia our lord chancellor Phipps. Franks 
Annesley was to have had his place uoder my Lord 
Anglesey, so • that it is well for him we have provided 
Mm with another for life^. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

June 17, MU. 
I AM sorry to find by those that have fresher advice** 
from you than yours of the eleventh to me, that Parvi- 
sol's* conduct puts you under a necessity of changing 
the administration ; for it wiH probably draw you to Ire- 
laad whether you will or not However, I hope to sec- 
you at Bath three weeks iience, whatever happens. I 
meet with no man or woman, wlio pretends upon any 
probable grounds to judge who will carry the gi'eat 
point. Our female friend [A] told the Dragon [B] in 
her own house, last Thursday morning, thes4 words r 
" You never did the queen any service, nor are you 
capable of doing her any/' He made no reply, 
but supped with her and Mereurialis [C] that night, 
at her own house. His revenge is not the less medi- 
tated for that. He tells the words clearly and distinctly 
tp all mankind. Those who range under his banner, 
call her ten thousand bitches and kitchen wencbesi 

* Dr. Swift's agent in Ireland. The Deao'i obseiTaiions on the- 
names marked A,B,.C, are thus written on the blank part of the ori< 
^oal letter: 

[A] *' iVIrs. Masham, who was the qucen't) favourite, fell oiit in a 
rage, reproaching Lord Oxford very iojiirioiisly.^ 

[B] ** The Dragon, Lord Treasurer Oxford, so called hy the Dean 
bp contraries; for he was the mildest, wisest, and best minister that 
ever sci ved a prince." 

rC] " Lord Bolingbrokc, called to hy Mr. Lewis." H. 
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Those %ho bate him do the same. And from my heart 
I ^eve that ahe 'should |^ve sach a loose to her pas* 
sioa ; for she is susceptible of tone friendship, and haf^ 
many social and domestic virtues. The great Attor- 
ney,''^ who made you the sham offer of the Yorkshire 
living, had a long conference with tlie dragon on Thurs- 
day, kissed him at parting, and cursed him at night He 
went to the country yesterday ; from whence some con- 
jecture nothing considerable will be done soon. Lord 
Harleyf and Lady Harriot^ went this morning ta Ox- 
ford. He has finished ail matters with Lord Pelham,§ 
as far as can be daaa wkboat an act of parliament. The 
composition was signed by the auditor^ and Nayhn^ 
brother-in-law to Pelham. This day se'nnight Lord 
Htri^ is^ to have the whole Cavendish estate, which is 
valued at ten thousand ffromttitn, and has upon it forty 
thousand pounds worth of timber. But three out of this 
ten thousand a year he had by the wilL He remits to 
Lord Pelham the twenty thousand pounds charged for 
Lady Harriot's fortune on the Holies estate ; and gives 
hiaft some patches of land, that lie convenient to him, to 
the Takie of about twenty ^ousand pounds more. Ac- 
cording to my computation^ Lord Harley gets by tlie 
agreement (if the timber is worth forty thousand pounds) 
one hundred and forty thousand pounds; and when the 
jointures fall in to him^ will have sixteen tho^sand 
poumls a year. But tlie caiit is, twenty-six thousand* 
Lord Pelham will really have twenty-six thousand 
pounds a year from the Newcastle family, which, with 
bis paternal estate, will be twice as much as Lord Har- 

* Tcrhaps Lord Chancellor Harcourt. II. 

f Edward, son to the Lord Treasurer Oxford. B. 

X Wife of Lord Harley. B 

{ Afterward Duke of IXewcastle. B. 
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toys. The estate of the latter u judged to be io the 
best condiuoo ; and some Taio glorious friends of ours 
say, it is worth more than the other's ; but let that passt 
Adieu. 



FROM LORD HARLET. 

BBOTHVR SWIFT,"^ Julff 17, 1714* 

Yot7R nstert has at last got rid of her lawyers. We 
are Just setting out for Oxford, wli^eiie we hope to see you* 
I am your affectionate brother, 

HARLEY. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT, 

BEiJi BBOTHSB, Lotuhny July 17, 1714^ 

I THOUGHT it necessary to speak to Lady Masham 
about that affidr^ because I believe it will be necessary 
iQ give her majesty the same notion of it, which the me- 
morial does,^ and not that you are asking a little scan* 
dalous salary for a sinecure. Lewis despairs of it, and 
thinks it quite over since a certain affair. I will not 
diink so. I gave your letter, with the enclosed memori- 

* A companj of »xteen, all men of the first dassi Swift iocludcd, 
dined'oDce a ireekatthe bouse of each other, by rotation, aud weut 
ander the general denomination of Brothers. The number was after 
wards enlarged, and they dined at a tavern every Thursday. Lord 
Harley was one, which accounts for the address of this letter . H. 

f Lady Henrietta Harley, wife of Lord Harley. H. 

t Swift^s memorial to the queen, humbly desiring her majesty to ap« 
point him historiographer ; printed in the tixth volume of this cal- 
lection. N, 
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dl, cavaKerementy to Lord Bdiogbroke. He read lt» 
and seemed copceraed at some part of it, exprewiog 
himself tlius : *^ That it would be among the eteroal 
scandals of the governmeiit to suffer a mao of your cha> 
racter, that had so well deserved of them, to have the 
least uneasy thought about those matters.'' As to the 
fifty pounds, he was ready to pay it ; and if he had had 
it about him, would have giyeo it me. The dragon 
was all the while walking with the Duke of Shrewsbury. 
So my Lord Boliogbroke told me, ^ I would immediate- 
ly stir in this matter, but I know not bow I stand with 
some folks :" for the Duke of Shrewsbury has taken 
himself to the dragon in appearance. ^^ I know how I 
stand with that man, (pointing to the dragon) but as to 
the other, I cannot tell ; however, I will claim his pro* 
mise ;" and so he took the memorial. 

Do not tliiok I make you a bare compliment in what 
I am going to say ; for I can assure you I am in earnest* 
I am in hopes to have two hundred pounds before I go 
out of town, and you may command all or any part of it 
you please, as long as you have occasion for it. I know 
what you will say ; "• To see a scoundrel pretend to of- 
fer to lend me money." Our situation -at present is in 
short thus ; they have rowpu en viaiire with the dragoiii 
and yet do not know how to do without him. My Lady 
Masham has in a manner bid him defiance, without any 
Echeme, or likeness of it in any form or shape, as far as I 
can see. Notwithstanding he visits, cringes, flatters, &c. 
which is beyond my comprehension. 

I have a very comical account of Letcombe, and the 
Dean of St. Patrick's, from Pope, with an episode of the 
burning glass. I was going to make an epigram upon 
the imagination of your burning your own history with 
the burning glass. I wish Pope or Parneil would put it 
Ibto rhyme. The thought is this : Apollo speaks ; '^ That 
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aoce he bad inspired you. to reveal those things which 
were hid, even finooi his own light, such as the feeble 
springs of some great events : and perceiving that a fac- 
tion, who could not bear their deeds to be brought to 
light, had condemned it to an ignominious flame ; that 
it might not perish so, he was resolved to consume it 
with his own ; a celestial one." And then you must 
conclude with some simile. Thus, &e. There are two 
or three that will fit it 

Whiston has at last published his project of the longi- 
tude ; the most ridiculous thing that ever was thought 
on. But a pox on him ! he has spoiled one of my pa- 
pers of Scriblerus, which was a proposal for the longitude, 
not very unlike his^ to this purpose; that since there 
was no pole for east and west, that all the princes of £ti*. 
rope should join and build two prodigious poles, upoD 
high mountains, with a vast lighthouse to serve for a pole 
star. I was thinking of a calculation of the time, char- 
ges, and dimensions, ^ow yon must understand, his 
project is by lighthouses, and explosion of bombs at a 
certain hour. 

Jjtvf^B invited me to dinner to-day, and has disap^ 
pointed ^''tae. I thought to have said something more 
about you. I have nothing more to add, but, my dear^ 
friend, adieu^« 
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TO THE DUKE OF ORMOIO).* 

MY LOBDy June 1 7) 1 7 1 4. 

I NETEn expected that a great nutD should remember 
me in absence^ because I kuew it was unreasonable, and 
that your grace is too much troubled with persons about 
you, to think of those who are out of the way. But, if 
Dr. Pratt has done mc right, I am mistaken i; and your 
grace has almost Vieclared that you expected a letter from 
me; which you should never have had, if the ministry had 
been like you : for then I should have always been near 
enough to have carried my own messages. But I was 
heartily weary of them : and your grace will be my wit- 
ness, that I despaired of any good success, from their, 
manner of proceeding, some months before I left town > 
where I thought it became me to continue no longer, when 
I could do no servica either to myself, my friends, or the 
public. By the account I have from particular friends^ 
I find the animosity between the two great men does not 
at all diminish : though I hear k k given out that your 
grace^s sac^sessorf lias undertaken a general reconcile- 
ment. If it be true, this will succeed like the rest of 
his late undertakings. 

I must beg your grace's pardon, if I entreat you, fos 
leveral reasons, to tee Lady Masham as often as you con- 
veniently can : and I must likewfee desire you to exert 
yourself in the disposal of the bishoprics in Ireland. It 
is a scandal to the crown, and an injury to the churchy 
that Aej should be sa long delayed There are some 

* The DakeofOmioiKl was lord Ueatenantoflreland in 1710. He 
Mcccedfld the Duke of Marlhprough in the conunand of the army-; 
and his duchets was lady of the bedchamher. H. 

I The Duke of Shirewbhjry. D. 8^ 
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hotheaded people oo the othei^side the water, who on*- 
derstaod nothiog of our court, and would coofound every 
thing: always employed to raise themselves upon the 
niius of those characters they have blasted. I wish theur 
intermeddling may not occasion a worse choice than 
yoir grace approved of last winter. However, I beg 
yoa ifill take care that no injury be done to Dr. Pratt, 
or Dr. Elwood ; who have more merit and candour than 
a hundred of theur detractors. I am, with the greatest 
respect, my lord, , 

. Tour grace's most obedient, 

and most obliged humble servant. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESCl* 

Lmdmi^ Jufy 20^ 1714. 

Who would ever do any thing for them, when they 
are so negligent of their own interest.^ The Captain 
must see what use it would be to him to have it pub- 
lished, and yet he has not returned it. You have 
another copy by you : I wish you would send it : and 
if you do not care it should appear in your own hand, 
I will get it transcribed. My secretary is a boy of ten 
or eleven years old, and no discovery can be made by 
him. T do not know what my Lord Bolingbroke may 
do, but I dare say Barber does not suspect from whence 
itcomes. However, I wonder he has not mentioned it to 
you.* 

T thought you had heard the historiographer's place 
has been disposed of this fortnight. I know no more of 

* This relates to tlie " Free Tkbughts." IT. 
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Un who hM it» thao that bis name is Madox.* It 
would be uDpodeoce ia them to send for you ; but I 
hope you will come. A recoodlemeot is impossible ; 
and I oao guess no reason why matters are delayed, un- 
less it be to gain over some lords, who stick firm to the 
dragon, and others that are averse to the captain.t The 
Duke of Shrewsbury declares against him in private 
conversation ; I suppose because he is against every 
chief minister, for it is known he has no kindness for 
the colonel^ Lord Anglesey rails at the chancellor, for 
some opinion the attorney and solicitor general have 
given relating to Ireland. Who can act, when they, 
have so much caprice to deal with ? 

Mr. Lewis says, '* he will speak to Mr. Bromley for 
his part, and will engage it shall be paid as soon as Lord 
Boiingbroke has given his." But it was mentioned be- 
fore my lord treasurer, and he immediately took the 
whole upon himself. If they lived near one another, 
and a house between them was on fire, I fancy they 
would contend who siiould put it out, until the whole 
street were burned. Mr. Lewis goes into Wales the 
week after next I shall have the whole town to my- 
self. Now it is my own, I begin not to value it Pope 
and Pai-nell tell me, you design them a visit. . When do 
you go ? If you are witli them in the middle of a 
week, I should be glad to meet you there. Let me 
know where you are to be in Herefordshire, and I will 
send you some claret. It is no compliment, for I am 
overstocked, and it will decay before I drink it. You 
^all have chher old or new ; I have too much of both. 
I paid the woman for your handkerchiefs ; but should 
not have given her so much, if she had not a^ured me 

* Thomas Madox, Esq. U. 
f Lord Boliogbroke. U. 
: Lord Oxford. H. 
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you had agreed with her. I think you may visty well 
shake off the old debt, and she will have no reason to 
complain. So I told her ; but if you would have mey 
I wU] pay her. 

Fray send me the other copy,^ or put me in a way of 
recovering the former. I am, ikX« 



FROM THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

SIR, Jt^ 22, 1714. 

1 AM very glad to hear from you. I tliought you 
had hid yoi^rself from the world, and given over all 
thoughts of your friencb. I am very sorry for the rea- 
son of your retirement. I am a witness to your endea- 
vours to have made up, what I believe the great man 
you mention will hardly compass. I am of your opi- 
nion, that it is shameful that the vacant bishoprics are 
not disposed of. I shall do all that lies in my power to 
serve the gentlemen that I have already mentioned to 
-the queen, and hope witli good success. 

For the lady you mention,! I shall endeavour to see 
Jier as often as I can. She is one that I have a srreat 
esteem for. I send you some Burgundy, which I hope 
you will like. It is very good to cure the spleen. Be- 
lieve me, with great truth, sir, your most affectionate 
friend, and humble servant, 

ORMOND. 

- * Of the " Free Thoughts." H. 
f Lad7 Masham. D. P. 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIR, WkUehally Jtihf 22,1714. 

I RECEIVED a letter from you last Monday, for my 
lord treasurer, ia a blank cover. Last Friday lord 
chancellor went into the country, with a design to stay 
there till the tenth of August; but last Tuesday he was 
sent for ex{Hre8s by Lord ^olingforoke. Next Tuesday 
the queen goes to Windsor. What changes we are to 
have, will probably appear before she goes. Dr. Ar- 
buthnot dines with me to-day, and in the evening we go 
to Kensington. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Landonj July 22, 1714. 

Pray send me the other copy, and let us have the 
benefit of it, since you have been at the trouble of wri- 
ting. Unless * be served against his will, it is not 

likely to be done at all ; but I think you used to take a 
pleasure in good offices of that kind ; and I hope you 
would not let the cause suffer ; though I must own, in 
this particular, the person who has t!ie management of 
it does not deserve any favour. Nothing being left for 
me at St. Dunstan's, I sent to Barber for an answer to 
my last. He says, it is not yet restored to him; as 
soon as it is, I shall have it. This delay begins to 
make me think all muiisters are alike ; and as soon as 
the Captain is Colonel,, he will act as his predecessors 
have done. 

*■ The blank should probably be filled op with .« lord treawrer." 

N. 
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The queen goes to Windsor next Tuesday, and we 
expect all matters will be settled before tbat time. We 
have had a report, that my lord privy seal is to go out 
alone ; but the learned only laugh at it. The Captain's'*' 
friends think themselves secure; and the ColonePsf 
are so much oi the same opinion, that they only chink 
his health while he is yet alive. However, it is thought 
be will fall eaq^, with a pension of four thousand pounds 
a year, and a dukedom. Most of the staunch tories are 
pleased with the alteration : and the whimsicals pretend 
the cause of their disgust was, because the whSgs were 
loo much favoured. 

In short, we propose very happy days to ourselves, as 
long as this reign lasts ; and if the wicertain Umoraus 
nature cf | does not disappoint us, we have a very 
fair prospect. The Dragon and his antagonist $ meet 
every day at the cabinet. They often eat, and drink, 
and walk togetlier, as if there was no sort of dbagree- 
ment : and when they part, I hear they give one ano- 
ther such names, as nobody but ministers of state could 
bear, without cutting throats. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough is -expected here every day. Dr. Garth says, he 
comes only to drink the Bristol waters for a diabetes. 
The whigs are making great preparations to receive 
him. Bnt yesterday I was offered tonsiderable odds, 
that not one of those, who go out to meet hinu will visit 
him in half a year. I durst not lay, though I can 
hardly think it. My Lord Mair is married to Lady 
Frances Pierrepoiut ; and my Lord Dorchester, her fa? 
ther, is to be married next week to Lady Bell Bentitick. 
Let me know if you go to Pope's, that I may endeavour 
to meet you there. I am, &c. 

* Boliagbroke. H. \ See before, p. 52. TT. 

t Oxford. H. \ Boliogbrbke. H. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

JLondoHy July 24, 1714. 

Wb expected the grand aflfair woald have been done 
yesterday, and now every body agrees it will be to 
night.* The Bishop of London, Lord Bathurst, Mr. 
Bridges, Sir William Wyndham, and CanopioD, are named' 
for commissioners of ihe treasury ; but I have not suffi- 
cient authority for you to depend upon it. They talk 
of the Duke of Ormond for our lord lieutenant. I can- 
not get the pamphlet back. What shall I do ? I wish 
you would send me the other copy. My Lord An- 
glesey goes next Monday to Ireland. I hear he is 
only angry with the chancellor, and not at all with 
the captain. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

Whitehall, July 24, 1714. 

I SAW Lord Harley this morning. He tells me, that 
be left you horridly in the dumps. I wish you were 
here ; for after giving a quarter of an hour's vent to 
our grief for the departure of our Don Q,uL\otte,|- we 
should recover ourselves, and receive consolation from 
each other. The uriumph of the enemy makes me mad. 
I feel a strange tenderness within myself, and scarce 

• The dismission of Lord Oxford. H. 

t Lord Oxford, who was just at this time dismissed from his eniT 
ploymeot as first minister, and immediately succeeded hy Lord Bo- 
Ungbroke. On Thursday the 27th of the same month he surrendere d 
his staff as lord treasurer, and on the 30th Lord Shrewsbury was ftp» 
pointed to succeed him in that office. H. 

VOL. XVU D 
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bear the thoughts of dadog letters from, this place, wh( 
my old friend is out, whose fortune I have shared i 
so tnanj years. But JUU voluntas iua ! The damoi 
•Ihiqg JBfWe are to do all dirty work. We are to to] 
out Monckton,^ and I hear we are to pass the new coi 
.mission of the treasury. For Qod's sake write to La^ 
.Masham, in favour of pocnr Thomaa^f to preserve hi 
from ruin. I will second it I intended to have wi 
you along letter: but the moment I had turned tli 
page, 1 had intelligence that the Dragon has broke a 
in a fiery passion with my lord chancellor,^ sworn 
.^usand oaths he would be revenged, &c. This imp 
. tent, womanish behaviour, vexes me more than his beii 
out. This last stroke shows, qnantula sint homum 
corpuscula. I am determined for the Bath on the s 
cond or the ninth of August at the farthest. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHjVOT. 

DEAR J AOTHKB, Jull/ 24, 1 7 1 4. 

I svPFOSE you have read the account of St. Kitd 
There is an officer there, who is a sort of trihum 

*" Robert Monckton, one of the comminioDerBfor trade and plant 
tions, who had given information against Arthur Moore^ one of I 
brother eommissioners, for accepting a bribe from the Spanish eou 
to get t|ie treaty of commerce continued. H. 

f Mr. Thomas had been secretary under the old commisMooof ti 
treasury ; and be wrote so the Dean, by the same post, for a recoi 
meudation to Lady Masham, either to be continued in the sai 
o£5ce under the new commis^oner0;.or to be considered in some otb 
manner, by way of compensation He urges a precedent for this 
the case o^ his predecessor, who being removed from his post of leci 
tary, got the office of comptroller of the lotteries, worth dOQT. a jt» 
for 32jrein, See page 42. 49. H. 

$ Lord Harcourt. H. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 75 

pkhtSf vhosc office it is to represent the grievances of 
the people to the Laird of M^Leod, who is supposed to 
be their oppressor. He is bound to contradict the laird, 
till he gives him three strokes with, a cane over the 
bead, and then he is at liberty to submit. This I have 
J done, and so has your friend Lewis. It has been said 
a that we and the dean were the authors of all that has 
I dnce happened, by keeping the dragon in, when there 
^ was an offer to lay down. I was told to my face, that 
what I said in this case went for nothing ; that I did not 
care, if the great person's affairs went to entire ruin, so 
I could support the interests of the Dragon; that I did 
K not know the half of his proceedings. Particularly it 
was said, though I am confident it was a mistake, that 
be had attempted the removing her from the favour of 
a great person. In short, the fall of the dragon does 
not proceed altogether from his old friend, but from the* 
great person, whom I perceive to be highly offended, 
by little hints that I have received. In short, the Dra- 
gon has been so ill used, and must serve upon such 
terms for the future, if lie should, that I swear I would 
not advise Turk, Jew, nor infidel, to be in that state. 
Come up to town, and I can tell you more. I have 
been but indifferently treated myself, by somebody at 
courts in small concerns. I cannot tell who it is ! But 
mum for that. Adieu. 



he 
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TO THE EARL OF OXFORD.* 

MY LORD, Jvly 25, 171 4. 

To-MORRow ^eTennight I shall set out from hence to 
Ireland ; mj license for absence being so near out, that 
I can stay no longer without taking another. I say 
this, that if you have any commands, I shall have just 
time enough to receive them before I go. And if yon 
resign in a few days, as I am told you design to do, 
you may possibly retire to Herefordshire, where I shall 
readily attend you, if you soon withdraw ; or, after a 
few months' s^ay in Ireland, I will return at the begin- 
ning of winter, if you please to command me. I speak 
in the dark, because I am altogether so, and what I say 
may be absurd. Tou will please to pardon me ; for, 
as I am wholly ignorant, so I have none of your com- 
posure of mind. 1 pray God Almighty direct and de^ 
fend you, &c. * 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

J?/(y 27, 171 4.+ 
lie I tell my dear friend the value I put upon his un- 
deserved friendship, it will look like suspecting you of 
myself. Though I have had no power since July 25, 
iyi3.f I believe nOw, as a private man, 1 may prevail 

# 

* On hearing bis intentions to resign his staff. D. S. 

+ Endorsed, " Just before the loss of his staff!'* N. 

X The Earl of Oxford, in his Brief Account of Public Affairs, pre- 

flented to the queen on the 9th of June, 1714, and published in theRe- 

port of the secret committee, mentions, that he wrote a large letter, 

dsitod July 25^ 1713, to Lord Bo\\Q{|bTo^ ** cootainiog bis scheme 
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to renew your license of absence, conditionally you will 
be present with me ; for to-morrow morning I shall be a 
private persoq. When I have settled my domestic 
affairs here, I go to Wimple ; tlience alone, to Here- 
fordshire. If 1 have not tired you tite 4 tHe^ fling 
away so much time upon one who loves you. And I 
believe, in the mass of souls, ours were placed near each, 
other. I send you an imitation of Dryden, as I weat 
to Kensington : 

To serve with love. 

And shed your b!ood, 
Approved is above. 

But here below, 

Th' examples sho\^ 

'Tis fatal to be good. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIB, WMiehalU July 2 7, 1 7 14. 

I ^AYE yours of the 25th. You judge very right ; 
it is not the going out, but the manner, that enrages 
me. The queen has told all the lords the reasons of her 
parting with him, viz. '' that he neglected all business ; 
that he was seldom to be understood; that when he dtd 
explain himself, she could not depend upon the truth 
of what he said; that he never came to her at the time; 
she appointed ; that he often came drunk ; lastly, to 
crown all, he behaved himself toward her with bad mnii- 



ef the qapen*8 affaire, and what was necessary for Lord Boltogbroke 
to do ;** which letter was amwered by that lord, on tii9 77th of thai 
oioath. B. 
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n€rp, in decency, and disrespect," — Pudet hac opprobria 
piObeSy Sbc. 

J am distracted with the thoughts of this, and the 
pride of the conqueror.* I would give^the world I 
could go out of town to-morrow; but the secretary 
says I must not go till he returns, which will not be 
till the sixteenth of August, or perhaps the twenty- 
third ; but I am in hopes I may go toward Bath the 
sixteenth. 

The runners are already employed to go to all the 
coffeehouses. They rail to the pit of Hell. I am ready 
to burst for want of vent. 

The stickf is yet in liis hand, because they cannot 
agree who shall be the new commissioners. We suppose 
the blow will be giv^n to night or tomorrow morning. 
The sterility of good and able men is incredible. When 
the matter is over, I will wait upon our she friend.^ If 
she receives me as usual, I will propose to her, that I 
will serve where I do, provided I may be countenanced, 
and at full liberty to pay my duty to all the Harleian 
family in the same manner I used to do. If that is not 
allowed me in the utmost extent, consistent with my 
trust here, I will propose an employment in the rev&r 
sues, or to go out without any thing ; for I will not be 
debarred going to him. If she does not receive me as 

• Lord Boliogbroke. H. 

f On the night of Tuesday, July 27, tiie daj on which this letter 13 
dated, a cabinet council was held (after the Earl of Oxford had re- 
dgoed the ita:^ which he did on that day) to connilt what persons to 
put in commission for the manaseneBt oC Uie treasury. The number 
to be five. Sir William Wyndham, chancellor of the exchequer, was 
to be one; but they could not agree in the choice t}f the other four. 
Their debate about the matter lasted till near two o'clock in the 
morning, at which the queen being present, il raised a violent agita^ 
tioB in her spirits, which af&eted her head. H . 

/IifldyMasham* IL 
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she used to do, I will never go^ again. I flatter myself 
she irill be so friendly as to enter into the consideration 
of mj private circumstances, and preserve her old good- 
ness to me. 

There is no seeing the Dragon till he is out, and then 
I will know his thoughts about your coming to Bramp- 
ton. I hear he goes out of town instantly to Wimple^ 
and my lady to Brampton ; tfiat he will join her there, 
after a few days stay at Wimple. Adieu. 



FROM LADY MASH AM.* 

M7 GOOD FRIEND, Jufy 29, 1714. 

I OWN it looks unkind in me not to thank you, in M 
this time, for your sincere kind letter; but I was re- 
solved to stay till I could tell you the queen had got so 
far the better of the Dragoii^ as to take her power out of 
his hands. He has been the most ungrateful man to her, 
and to all his best friends, that ever was born. I cannot 
have so much time now to write ail my mind, because 
my dear mistress is not well, and I think I may lay her 
illness to the chai'ge of the treasurer, who, for three 
weeks together, was teazing and vexing her without in- 
termission ! and she could not get rid of him till Tues* 
day last.f I must put you in mind of one passage ia 
your letter to roe, which is, '* I pray God send you 
wise and faithful friends to advise you at this time, wheo 
there are so great dilOticulties to struggle with." That is 
very plain and true ; therefore will you, w1k> have gooe 

* This lad7*8 name was Hill. She was bedchamberwoman to the 
qpecn, and, in coigunction with Mr. Ilarley, afterward Earl of Oxt 
(brd, brought about the change in the mioistry. R. 

t July 27. N. 
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through so much, aod taken more pains than any bodj, 
and given wise advice (if that wretched man bad bad 
sense enough and honesty to have taken it) I say, will 
jou leave us and go into Ireland ? No, it is impossible ; 
your goodness is still the same, your charity and com- 
passion for this poor lady, who has been barbarously 
used, would not let you do it I know you take delight 
to help the distressed ; and there cannot be a greater ob» 
ject than this good lady, who deserves pity. Pray, dear 
friend, stay here ; and do not believe us all alike, to 
throw away good advice, and despise every body's un- 
derstanding but their own. I could say a great deal 
upon the subject, but I must go to her, for she is not well. 
This comes to you by a safe hand, so that nehher of us 
seed be in any pain about it. 

My lord and brother are in the country. My siste^* 
and girls are your humble servant?. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

ma, July 29, 171 I. 

I HATE yours of the 27th. I write this in the raoru- 
ing, for I go in the evening to Kensington. If I am 
well received, I will continue my homage ; if not, they 
shall hear of me no more. Where shall I write to you 
again ? for I cannot stir from hence till the 1 6th of Au- 
gust at soonest. Nothing could please me more tlian to 
pass a few months with you at Abercotliy f^ but I am 
yet uncertain whether I shall go there at all. All I am 



* Iq Caermarthenshire, of which conoty Mr. Levis wag a «|h 
tive, B, 
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mire of is, that I will go out of town to soine place^for 
vome time ; first to the Bath, for I caooot bear stayiiif( 
io this room. I waot physic to help mj digestion of 
these things, though the 'squire'"' is kinder to me than be- 
fore. I am not mortified at what you tell me of Mercu- 
rtaUs J only I would know, whether any disrespectftil 
conduct of mine has brought it upon me ; or whether it 
18 only a general dislike of me, because I am not a man 
of parts, or because I am in other interests ? They 
would not give the Dragon the least quarter, exceptitig 
only a pension, if he will work joumeywork by the 
quarter. I have long thought his parts decayed, and 
am more of that opinion than ever. The new commia*^ 
sion is not yet named^ Would not the world* have roar* 
ed against the Dragon for such a thing ? MercuriaUsc 
entertained Stanhope, Craggs, Pulteney, and Walpole^ 
What if the Dragon had done so ? The Duke of So- 
merset dines to -day with the fraternity at Greenwiclt]^ 
with Withers. Nobody goes out with the Dragon ; but 
many will sit very loose. Some say the new men will 
be Lexington, Wyndhain, Strangeways, Sir John Stone* 
house, and Campion. 



FROM MR. BARBER 

BSija SIR, Ju/^ 31, 1714 SixiUmgki. 

I AM heartily sorry. I should be the messenger of so 
ill news, as to tell you the queen is dead, or dying : if 
alive, it is said, she cannot live till morning. You may 
easily imagine the confusion we are all in on this sad 
occasion. I had set out yesterday to wait on you, bul 

• William Bromley, Eiq. secretary of state. B. 

I> 2 
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for this Md BcddeiiU aad should liave brought letters 
from Lord Bolio^roke and Ladj MaBham, lo have 
prevented your goiog. Pray do not gKS for I wUl come 
to 70U when I see how things stand. My Lord 
Shrewsbury is made IcHrd treasurer, and every thing is 
ready for tlie proclaiming the Dake of Brunswick king 
, of England. The parliament will sit to-morrow, And 
choose a new speaker ; for Sir Thomas^ is in Wales. 

For God^s sake do not go ; but either come to London, 
or stay till I come to jou. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

Kensington^ Saturday^ July 31, 1714. 
SIR, six in the evening. 

At the time I am. writing, the breath is said to be in 
the queen's nostrils ; but that is i^ll. No hope left of 
her recovery. Lord Oxford is in council ; so are the 
whigs. We expect the demise to night. There is a 
prospect that the Elector will meet with uo opposition; 
the French having no fleet, nor being able to put one 
out soon. Lady Masham did receive me kindly. Poor 
woman, I heartily pity her. JNTow, is not the Dragon 
bom under a happy planet, to be out of the scrape ? 
Dr. Aibuthnot thinks you should come up. Tou will 
noC wonder if all my country resolutions are in.6iispe(«p. 
Pray come up, to spe bow things, go. 

* .Hasmer. H. 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Landmy July Zl^ 1714. 

Three in tiu afiemocn* 

I DO not doubt but jaa have heard the queen is dead, 
«nd perhaps we maj be so unfortunate before this comes 
to yod ; but at present she is alive, and mueh better 
diaii eould have been expected. I am just coteie from 
Kensington, where I hate almost spent these two whole 
days. I am in great haste : but, till dinner comes up, I 
will write to you, and give you as full an account as I 
can of her illness. 

Her disorder began between e%ht and nine yesterday 
morning. The doctors ordered her head to be shaved ; 
and while it was doing, she fell into a fit of convulsion^ 
or as they thought, an apoplexy. This lasted near two 
hours, and she was speechless, and sliowed little sign of 
life during that lime ; but came to herself upon being 
blooded. 

As soon as she recovered, my Lord Boliogbroke went 
to her, and told her the privy council was of opinion, it 
would be for the public service to have the Duke of 
Shrewsbury made lord treasurer. She immediately cob* 
sented, and gave the sts^ into the duke's hands. The 
great seal was put to the patent by four o'clock. She 
continued ill the whole day. In the evening I spoke to 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and he ti^ me he did think her dift> 
temper was desperate. RadcliiTe was sent for to Car- 
shalton about nooo, by order of council ; but said be had 
tiikeo physic, and could not come. Id all probabili^ 
be bad saved her Hfe; for I am told the late Lord Oower 
had been oiken in the same condition with the goat fn 
his bead; and Raddiffe kept him alive many yean 

D 3 
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after.* This rooroing, when I went there before niDC^ 
they told me she was just expiring. That account contiuu- 

* In the account that is given of Dr. Radcliffe, in the Biographia 
Britannica, it is said that the queen was * struck with death the 28th 
of July: that Dr. RadcIiSe^s nameiras aotonce mentioned, eith^ by 
the queen or any lord of the council ; only that Lady Masham sent 
to him without their knowledge, two hours before the queen^s deathl* 
Jn this letter from Mr. Ford to Dean Swift, which is dated the 31st of 
July, it is said, that the queen*s disorder began between eight and 
nine the morning before, which was the 30th; and that about noon, 
the same day, Radcliffe was sent for by an order of council. These 
ace Mints being contradictory, the reader will probably want some 
assistance to determine what were the facts. As to the time when 
the queen was taken ill, Mr. Ford's account is most likely to be true, 
as he was upon the spot, and in a situation which insured him the 
best intelligence. As to the time when the doctor wa»«8ent for, the 
account in the Biographia is manifestly false \ for if the doctor had 
been sent for only two hours before the queen's death, which happen- 
ed incontestably on the first of August, Mr. Ford could not hare 
mentioned the fact on the 31st of July, when his letter was dated. 
Whether Radcliffe was sent for by Lady Masham, or by order f^ 
council, is therefore the only point to be determined. That he was 
genehilly reported to have been sent for by order of council, is cer- 
tain ; but a letter is printed in the Biographia, said to have been 
.written by the doctor to one of his friends, which, supposing it to be 
' genuine, will prove, that the doctor maintained the contrary. On 
the fifth of August, four days after the queen's death, a member of 
ithe house of commons, a friend of the doctor's, who was also a mem- 
ber, and one who always voted on the same side, moved that be 
might be summoned to attend in bis place, in order to be censured 
for not -attending on her majesty. Upon this occasion the doctor is 
iatd to have written the following letter to another of his friends : 
** DEAR SIR, CarsliaUon,Aug.7^l7l4. 

** I could not have thought, that so old an acquaintance and so 
good a friend as Sir John always professed himself, would have made 
such a motion against me. God knows my will to do her majesty aay 
service, has ever got the start of my ability; and I have nothing that 
' gives me greater anxiety and trouble tlian the death of that great and 
glorious piincess. I most do that justice to the physicians that at- 
'.tended her in lier illness, from a sight of the method that was taken 
for her preservation by Dr. Mead, as to declare noUjing was omitted 
for her preservation ; but the people about her, the plagues of Egypt 
' fett on them, put it out of the power of physic to be of any benefit to 
ber, J know the nature of attending crowned heads in their last in> 
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ed above three hours, aod a report was carried to town, 
thkt she was actually dead. She was Dot prajed for, 
eVeo at her owu chapel at St. James's ; and what is 
more infamous, stocks rose three percent upon it in the . 
eit7. Before 1 came away, she had recovered a 

ments too well to be foDd of waiting upon them, without being sent 
for by proper authority. You have heard of pardons being signed 
for physicians, before a sovereign's demise ; however, ill as I was, I 
would have went to the queen in a horselittar, had either her ma^sty , 
or those in commission next to her, ccmimanded me so to do. Yoa 
may tell Sir John as much, and assure him from me, that his zeal for 
her majesty will not excuse his ill usage of a fricmd, who has drank' 
many a fiundred bottles with him ; and cannot, even after this breach 
of a good understanding that ever was preserved between us, but 
have a very good esteem for him. I must also desire you to thank 
. Tom Chapman for his speech in my behalf, since 1 hear it is the first 
he ever made, which is taken more kindly; and to acquaint him^. 
that 1 should be glad to see him at Oarshalton, since I fear (for so 
the gout telb me) that we shall never more sit in the house of com- 
mons together. I am, &c«. " John Radcliff ■.'* 

But whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, or however it 
may now be thought to justify the doctor's refusal to atttnd her ma- 
jesty, he became at that time so much the object of popular resent- 
ment, that he was apprehensive of being assassinated ; as appears hiy 
the following letter, directed to Dr. Mead, at Child's coffeehouse in 
St- Paul's Churchyard : 
^ BEAR SIR, Carshalton^ Jug. 3,1714. 

*< I give you and your brother inany thanks for the fevour yon 
intend me to-morrow ; and if there is any other friend, that will be 
agreeable to you,, he shall meet with a hearty welcome from me. 
Dinner shall be on the table at two, when you may be sure to find 
me ready to wait upon you. Nor shall I be at any other time from 
home, because I have received several letters, which Uneaten me- 
with being pulled to pieces, if ever I come to London. After such 
menaces as' these, it i»ea8y to imagine, that the conversation of two 
such very good friends is not only extremely desirable, but the enjoy- 
ment of it will be a great happiness and satisfaction to him, who 
M, &c. *' John Raocliffk." 

Radclifie died on the first of November the same year, having sar 
vived'the queen just three months; and it is said, that the dread; he 
had of the populace, and the want of company in the country village, 
which he did not dare to leave, shortened his life. He was just €4 
years uMi. He was buried in St Mary^i church, Oxford. H. 
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irarfnidti in her breast and <me of her ami^ wad all the* 
doctOTB agreed ^e would iu all pro^ial^tj "hold out 
Ull'to^raorrow, except Mead, who prenouoced seveial 
bours before, ^e could not tive two minutef, and aeemt 
uneasy it did joot happen so. I did not care to talk much 
to Arfouthnot, because I heard him cautious in his an- 
swers to other people ; but bj his manner, I fancy he 
does not yet absolutely despair. The council sat yester- 
day all day and night, taking it by turns to go out and 
refresh themselves. They have now adjourned, upon 
whs^ the doct^ors said^ till five. Last night the speaker 
and my lord chief justice Parker were sent for. and the 
troops from Flanders. This morning the Hanoyerian 
envoy was ordered to attend with the black box,"*^ and 
the heralds to be in readiness to proclaim the new king. 
Some of the whigs were at council yesterday, but not one 
failed to day : and most of the members of that party in 
each house are already come to town. If any change 
happens before the post goes out, I will send you word in 
a postscript ; and you may conclude her alive, if you hear 
DO more from me, and hare no better authority ^an post- 
letters to inform you of the contrary. For God's sake do 
not think of removing from the place where you are, till 
matters are a little settled. Ireland is the last retreat you 
ought to think of; but you can never be better than you 
mre now, till we see how things go. 

I had yours with the printed pamphlet, as well as the 
odier, and should have sept it away to-morrow. Fray let 
me hear from you. * ♦ ♦ * ♦.f 

* Oootaiaing the iostrameDt nominating the persons, in number 
thirteen, to be added as lords justices to ^e seven great officers of the 
rtalm. H* 

t la the orifuMl lit Unei are here eraicd. N. 
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^!we jou.had aU aiiie ? I hwe failed you but one 
post (I think it was the last) for a fortoigbt or more. 

Eleven at night. 

The queen is somethipg better, and the council agaia 
adjourned till eight in the morning. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug. 1, 1714. 
Who told you I was going to Bath ? No such thing. 
I had fixed to set out to-morrow for Ireland^ but poor 
Lord Oxford desires I will go with him to Herefordshire, 
and only expect his answer whether I shall go there be- 
fore, or meet him hereabouts; or to Wimple, (his sonV 
house) and so go with him down : and I expect to leave 
this in two or three days one way or other. I will stay 
with him until the parliament meets again, if he desires 
it. I am not of your opinion about Lord Bolingbroke f 
perhaps be may get the staflf, but I cannot rely on his 
love to me : he knew I had a mind to be historiograpbery 
'though I valued it not, but for the public service, yet it 
IS gone to a worthless rogue that nobody knows. I am 
writ to earnestly by somebody to come to town, and join 
with those people now in power, bitt I will not do it* 
Say nothing of this, but guess the person. I told Lord 
Oxford I would go with him, when he was out; and now 
be begs it of me, and I cannot refuse hkn. I meddle not 
with his faults, as he was a minister of state; but you 
know his personal kindness to me was excesrive : he 
.distiaguistKpd; and chose, me above all other men, while 
lie was great; aad his. letter to me the other day was 
the most moving imaginable. When I am fixed asjr 
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where, perhaps I mny be so gracious to let you koow 
but I will not promise. Adieu. 



FROM MR. JOHN BIRCH. 

Wantage, one o'clock^ 

MR. DEAN, Jf/;^. 1, 1714. 

At twelve o'clock Lord Boiluagbroke's man rid through 
Wantage, to call Mr. Packer to Loodoo, the queen be- 
ing dead. I am confounded at the melancholy news ; 
yet could not forbear sending it to you. Your truly 
humble servant^ 

JO. BIRCH.* 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

BEAR DEAN, /^^g* •% 1714. 

The Earl of Oxford was removed on Tuesday : the 
queen died on Sunday. What a world is this ! and bow 
does fortune banter us ! John Barber tells me, you have 
set jour face toward Ireland. Fray do not go. I am 
against it. But this is nothing ; John is against it. Ire- 
land will be the scene of some disorder, at least it wiU 
be the scene of mortification to your friends. Here 
every thing is quiet, and will continue so. Beside which, 
as prosperity divided, misfortune may perhs^ps to some 
degree unite us. The tories seem to resolve not to be 

* Directed ** To the Reverend the Dean of 8t. Patrick's, Let" 
•combe ;*' and endorsed, " Mr. Birch, ef Wantage. Received half 
after one on Sunday afternoon, Aog. 1, 1714. Uueen^a death. Sht- 
died at term that moroiDS.*' IL 
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drushed ; and that is enough to preveDt them from being 
80. Pope has sent me a letter from Gay : being learned 
in geography, he took Binlield"^ to be the ready way 
from Hanover to Whitehall. Adieu. But coyme to 
London; if you stay no longer than a fortnight. Ever 
youis,'dear Jonathan, most sincerely. 

I have lost all by the death of Ure queen, but my 
spirit ; and I protest to you, I feel that increase upon 
me. The whigs are a pack of Jacobites; Utat shall be 
the cry in a mouth, if you please. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

Tuesday, Jkg, 3, 1714. 
I AM overwhelmed with business, and therefore have 
only time to tell you I received yours of August the 
first, and think you should come to town, to see how the 
worhl goes : for all old schemes, designs, projects, jour- 
neys, &c. are broke by the great event. We are ill prog- 
nosticators. Every thing goes on with a tranquillity we 
durst not hope for. Earl Berkeley commands the fleet. 
Lord Dorset compliments the king. The Duke of Bol- 
ton, Lord Lieutenant of Southampton. Addison secre« 
tary to the regents. 

• A village where Mr. Pope's father lived, and whence several of 
fdr. Pope's letters were written. It is in Windsor forest, and Uei in 
Berkshire. H* 
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FROM MR. BARBER. 

HONOURED SIR, Aug. 3, 1714. 

You may ea8il7 imagioe the coDcero we are all in «n 
the sudden surprise of the queen's death. I have hard- 
ly reeovered it yet. Lord Bolingbroke told me last 
Friday, that he would reconcile you to Lady Somerset, 
and then it would be easy to set you right with the queeOj 
and that you should be made easy here, and not go 
over. He said twenty things in your favour, and com- 
manded me to bring you up, whatever was the conse- 
quence. He said farther, he would make clear work 
with them. But all vanished in a minute ; and he is 
now threatened and abused every day by the party, who 
publicly rejoidl!; and swear they will turn out every tory 
10 England. 

Enclosed you have a letter from my lord; he de^res 
you would come up^ and be any where inei^nito. Why 
w>t at the queen's house ? 

The Earl of Berkeley is to command the fleet to fetch 
over the king, and the Duke of Argyll is to go to Scot- 
land. I send you the list of the twenty-five kings.! 

Poor Lady Masham is almost dead with grief * ^ * 

* # % 

. 

The parliament meets to-morrow, which will hinflei 
me from coming down for three or four days $ but if you 
resolve to stay in the country farther, I will certainly 
come down ; for I must needs see you. Pray favour me 
with a line. I am, sir, your most obedient liuroble ser- 
vant Pray come up. 

t The lords of the regency. H. 
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When my lord gave roe the letter, he said, ** he hoped 
you would come up, and help to save the constitution,, 
which, with a little good iiiaoagenient» might be kept 
la tory hauds." 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

» 

L^iMbit, Jug*. 5, 1714. 
. I UAVB writ to Dawson'^ for a llceose of absence for 
you ; but you hiow jon must take the oaths io Ireliaod 
Yithlo three months. There are a great many here in 
the same circumstances : and in all probability, some of. 
^iem will desire an act of parliament to hav^e leave to 
do it here. In that case, it will be no difficult matt^ io 
haye you included. Mr. Lewis tells me, iie wrote to 
you to come up to town, and I see no reason why you 
should not. All matters go on very quiet, and we are 
not' apprehenrive of any disturbances. Stocks never 
rose so much in so few days. This is imputed to the ha- 
ired of the old treasiuer, and the popularity of the new 
one. The wliigs were not in council when he was re- 
commended. Lord Bolingbroke proposed it there, as 
well as to the queen ; and I hope they two are upon very 
good terms, though Mr. Lewis seems positive of the con- 
trary. I never heard of any pique the duke had to him, 
but that he was to be chief minbter : and that being at 
an end, why may not they be reconciled ? The Dragon 
was thought to show more joy upon proclaiming the king, 
than was consistent with the obligations he had received 

• Joseph DawsoD, Esq. secretary to the lords Justices of Ireland. 
He bniH a very fine house in a street caUed by his own name, whi^h 
is now the massioD house of the lord mayor of DuhUn. S. 
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from . He was hissed all the way by the mob, and 

some of them threw halters into his coach. This was 
not the effect of party; for the Duke of Ormond was 
huzzaed throughout the whole city, and was followed by 
a vast crowd to his owu house, though he used all possi- 
ble endeavours to prevent it. There was an attempt to 
alfront the captain in the cavalcade, but it did not suc- 
ceed ; and though a few hissed, the acclamations imme- 
diately drowned the noise. Not a single man showed 
the least respect to the colonel ; and last night my Lord 
Blngley^ was beaten by mistake, coming out of his house. 
I doubt he has disobliged both sides so much, that neither 
will ever own him ; and his enemies tell stories of him^ 
that I shall not believe till I find you allow them. 

The lords justices made a speech to the parliament to 
day. If it comes out time enough, I will send it you ; 
but I hear it only contains « their proceedings upon the 
queen's death ; that they have yet received no direc- 
tions from the king, and to desire the commons to con- 
tinue the funds, which are expired. I am told our re- 
gents are already divided into four parties. The great- 
est use they have made yet of their power, is to appoint 
my Lord Berkeley to command the fleet which is to 
bring oyer the km^, and to make the Duke of Bolton 
lord lieutenant of Hampshire. 

I seDd you a Gazette,! though I am ashamed to have 
it seen. * I had writ a great deal more of the queen's ill- 
ness, van account of her birth, d:c. but I could not find 
out Mr. Lewis, and had oobOily t6 consult with, and 
therefore chose rather to say too little, than any thing I 
doubted might be improper. Yesterday the Duke of 

* Who had been appointed ambassador extraordinar7 to the 
conrt of Spain, in the room of Lord Lexington, in Decenjbec 
1713. N. 

f H« wag gazetteer. H. 
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^MarllKHrough made bis public entry tbrongb tbe dty : 
first, came about two hundred horseman, three in a row, 
^en a company of trainbands, with drums, &c his own 
chariot with himself and his duchess. Then my duchesa 
followed by sixteen coaches with six horses, and between 
thirty and forty with two horses. There was no great 
mob when he passed through the Pallmal], but there was 
in the city : and he was hissed by more than huzzaed. 
At Teroplebar, I am assured, the noise of hissing was 
loudest, though they had prepared their friends to re- 
ceive him, and the gathering of others was only acci- 
dental. Tou may guess how great a favourite he is, by 
some <dd stories of his behaviour at the camp, when 

was there, and afterward at Hanover ; and by 

the share he and his family have in the regency. But 
to be sure, this discreet action will endear him more than 
any subject in £ngland. We had bonfires, &c at night 
From the list of lords justices, and some other things, we 
imagine to ourselves there will not be many changes ; 
but that the vacancies for some time will be filled up 
With whigs. 

What I blotted out in my last, was something that 
passed between the Captain* and Barber, relating to 
you. After I had writ, they told me all letters would 
be opened, which made me blot out that passage. Bar- 
ber says, he gave you some account of it, though not a 
iiiU one. I really believe Lord BoHngbroke was very 
sincere in the professions he made to you, and he could 
have done any thing. No minister was ever in that 
height of favour; and Lady Masliam was at least in as 
much credit, as she had been in any time of her life* 
But these are melancholy reflections. Pray send me 

* Lord BoHngbroke. N. 



9A LETTERS TO AND FROM 

jTOur poem.* Hoc eraty &c. or bring it up j«mt\£ 
Barber told me, he had been eevei-al hours with Aecap- 
taio, upon a thing that should have come out, but was 
•DOW at ao end.t He did not tell what it was; aod I 
would not ask many questions, tot fear of giving IHm sus- 
picion. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ,. 

SIR, WkUehaliy August 7, 1714. 

It is true you have nothing to do here; but what 
have you to do any where else till yon go to Ireland, 
where you must indeed be before three months end, in 
order to qualify yourself? The law requires it, as 
much as if your deanery was but now conferred npoa 
you. n 

Arbuthnot is removed to Chelsea, and will' settle 
there. The town fills every moment. We are «s foil 
in the house of commons as at any time. We ar^ gap" 
ing and staring to see who is to rule us. Tlie whigs 
think they shall engross all. We think we shall have 
our share. In the mean time we have no diviuon at 
council, or in parliament. I sent twice to Kensington 
to inquire after Lady Masham's health. Next wedc I 
will go to see her, and will keep up my acqualotailce^ 
in all events, if she thinks fit I doubt she and her sis- 
ter are not perfectly easy in their affairs ; but you fofgot 
one who is worse than either, that is Mrs. Hill, who 

* Swift's imitatioD of part efthe sixth satire of tbe ncottd book of 

Horace. 

I often wishM, that I had dear, 

For life, six hundred pounds a jear, &c. H. 

Y "Free Thoughts." B«ethenf:^VusLtom<«\«»UEc. N. 
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tnifl not a sous. I will staj here till our comminioD is 
either renewed to us, or given to another. I am yours, 



TO LADY MASHAM. 

MADAM, August 7, 1714. 

I HAD die honour of a letter from jour ladyship a 
week aj^; and, the day after came the unfortunate 
news of the queen's dealh, which made it altogether un- 
seasonable, as perhaps it may be still, to gire your lady* 
ship this kind of trouble. Although my conceni be as 
great as that of any other good subject, for the loss of so 
excellent a princess ; yet I can assure you, madam, it is 
little to what I suffer upon your ladyship's particular ac- 
count. As you excel in the several duties of a tender 
mother, a true friend, and a loving wife ; so you have 
been the best and most faithful servant to your mistress, 
that ever any sovereign had. And although you have 
Bot been rewarded suitably to your merits, I doubt not 
but God will make it up to you in another life, and to 
ymir children and posterity in this. I cannot go about 
to comfort your ladyship in your great affliction, other- 
wise than by begiging you to make use of your own piety, 
and your own wisdom, of both which you have so great 
a alMre. You are no longer a servant; but you are 
rtDl a wife, a mother, and a friend ; and you are bound 
in conscience to take care of your healthy in order to ac- 
quit yourself of these duties, as well as you did of the 
other, which is now at an end. 
I pray God to support your ladyship, Under so great 
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a share of load, in this general calamity : and remaio^ 
irith the greatest resi>ect and truth, madam, 
Your ladyship's most obedient, 
and most obliged servant 

I most heartily thank your ladyship for the favourable 
expressions and intentions in your letter, written at 
a time when you were at the height of favour and 
power. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD, August 7, 1714. 

I HAD yours of the third ; and our country post is 
so ordered, that I could acknowledge it no sooner. It 
is true, my lord, the events of five days last week might 
furnish morals for another volume of Seneca. As to 
jny Lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion before 
I left the town, that he ought to resign at the end of the 
session. I said the same thing oilen to your Lordship 
and my Lady Masham, although you seemed to think 
otherwise, for some reasons ; and said so to him one af* 
temoon, when I met you there with my lord chancellor. 
But, I remember, one of the last nights I saw him (it was 
at Lady Masham's lodgings) I said to him, ^ that, upon 
the foot your lordship and he then were, it was hnpos- 
sible you could serve together two months :"' and, I tUnk, 
I was just a week out in my calculation. I am only sonyy 
that it was not a resignation, rather than a removal ; be- 
cause the personal kindness and distinction I alwayi re» 
ceived from his lordship and you, gave me such a love 
for you both (if you great men will allow that expree* 
6100 in a little one) that I resolved to preseiTe it eotir^ 
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however you differed between yourselves ; and in this 
I did, for some time, follow your commands and exam- 
ple. I impute it more to the candour of each of you, 
than to my own conduct, that having been,- for two 
years, almost the only man who v^ent between jou, I 
never observed the least alteration in either of your 
countenances toward me. I will swear for no man^s 
nncerit}', much less for that of a minister of state : but 
thus much I have said, wherever it was proper, that 
your lordship's proposals were always the fairest in the 
world, and I faithfully delivered them as I was empow- 
ered : and although I am no very skilful man at intrigue, 
yet I diurst forfeit my head, that if the case were mine, 
I could have either agreed with you, or put you daiM 
voire tort. When I saw all reconciliation impractica- 
ble, I thought fit to retire ; and was resolved, for some 
reasons (not to be mentioned at this distance) to have 
nothing to do with whomever was to be last in. For 
either I should not be needed, or not be made use of. 
And let the case be what it would, I had rather be out 
of the way. AH I pretended was, to speak my thoughts, 
firceiy^ to represent persons and things without any min- 
gle of my own interest or passions, and sometimes to 
make use of an evil instrument, which was likely to cost 
me dear, even from those for whose service it was em- 
ployed. I did believe there would be no farther occa- 
lioD for me, upon any of those~ accounts. Besides, I 
had so ill an opinion of the queen's health, that I was 
confident you had not a quarter of time left for the 
work you had to do ; having let slip the opportunity of 
caltivatiog those dispositions she had got after her sick* 
nesi at Windsor. I never left pressing my Lord Oxford 
with the utmost earnestness (and perhaps more than be- 
came me) that we might be put in such a condition, as 
not to lie at mercy on this g^eat event ; aui 1 ^m ^^\sl\ 

VOL. XT I, E 
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lordship's witness, that you have notbiiig to bdsw^ 

in that matter. I will, for ooce, talk in my trade, 

tell you, that I never saw any thing more resemble 

proceedings, than a man of fourscore, or lu a deep 

sumption, going on in his sins, although his physicia 

aired him he could not live a week. Those wood 

i«finement8, of keeping men in expectation, and poi 

-ting^ your friends be too strong, might be proper in 

'season — Sed nunc man erat his locus. Besides^ 

kept your bread and butter till it was too stale for 

body to care for it Thus your machine of four ] 

modelling is dadied to pieces in a moment : and, as 

by the choice of the regents as 'by tlieir proceedin 

do mrt find there is any intention of managing yc 

the least The whole n:neteen''^ consist either o 

highest partymen, or (which mightily mends the ms 

of such who left us upon the ^subject of the peace 

affiBCted jealousies about the succession. It might 

.sonably be expected, that this quiet possession i 

convince the successor of Uic good dispositious o 

church party toward him; and I ever thought th^ 

a nighty failure somewhere or other, that this coul 

have been done in the queen's life. But this i 

* On the demise of the queea, the followiag were lorcU of i 
genc7^ until the arrival of George I. from Hanover ; Arcli 
Tcflisqn; Lord Harcourt, lord chancellor; the Duke ot Ba 
ham, president of the council ; the Duke of Shrewsbury, Lore 
•tenant of Ireland, and Lord High Treasurer of England; Ok 
of Dartmouth, lord privy seal; the Eairl of Strafibrd,. first lor 
missioner of the admiralty ; and Sir Thomas Parker, lord di 
tice of the king^s hencb ; who were appointed by actof parli 
T# which the Elector of llaaover was pleased to add the folk 
the Archbishop of Vorl^, the Dukes of Somerset, Bolton, Dew 
Kent, Argyll, Montrose, and Roxburgh ; the Earls of Pen 
Anglesea, GarUsle, Nottingham, Abingdon, Scarborough, ai 
Ibrd; Lord Viscount Townshend, Lord^Halifax, and Lord C 
N. 
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mcS for what is past ; and jet, whoever observed and 
diidiked the causes, has some title to quarrel witli the 
ellbcts; As to what is to come, your lordship is iu the 
linme of your jears, pldn des espriis qui foumissent hs 
i^firances ; and ]rou are now again to act that part 
(though in another assembly) which you formerly dis* 
chained so much to your own honour and the advantage 
H»f your cause. Tou set out with the wind and tide 
i^inst you ; yet, at last, arrived at your port, from 
whence you are now driven back into open sea again. 
But, not to involve myself iu an allegoiy, I doubt whe- 
dier, after this disappointment, you can go on with the 
same vigour you did in your more early youth. Ex- 
perience, which has added to your wisdom, has lessened 
your resolution. You are now a general, who, after 
many victories, have lost a battle, and have not the same 
confidence in yourself or your troops. Your fellow la- 
bourers have either made their fortunes, or are past them, 
or will go over to seek them on the other side. Yet, 
after all, and to resume a little courage; to be at the 
kead of the church interest is no mean station ; and that, 
ta I take it, is now in your lordship's power. In order 
to which, I could heartily wish for that union you men- 
tion ; because, I' need not tell you, that some are more 
dexterous at pulling down their enemies than, «Sx. We 
kftve certainly more heads and hands than oiir adversa- 
ifei ; but, it must be confessed, that they have stronger 
dioiilders and Setter hearts. I only doubt my friends, 
the rabble, are at least grown trimmers ; and that, set- 
tbo^ up the cry of '' trade and wooV against *' Sache- 
Vttpell and the church,'^ has cooled their zeal. I take 
k for granted, there will be a new parliament against 
Vloter ; and if they will retain me on the other side as 
their counsellor, I will engage them a majority. But, 
dojDe it is possible I may not be so {ar,\ti\\v^\t ^<)o^ 
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graces, if your lordship thinks my service may be of 
any use in this new world, I will be ready to attend you 
by the beginning of winter. For the misfortune is, that 
I must go to Ireland to take the oaths i* which I never 
reflected on till I had notice from some friends in Lon- 
don : and the sooner I go the better, to prevent acci- 
dents ; for I would not willingly want a favour at (pre- 
sent. I think to set out in a few days, but not before 
your lordship's commands and instructions may reach 
me. I cannot conclude without offering my humblest 
thanks and acknowledgments, for your lordship s kind in- 
tentions toward me (if this accident had not happened) 
of which I received some general hints. I pray God 
direct your lordship : an<l I desire you will believe me 
to be what I am, with the utmost truth and respect. 

Your lordship's most obedient, &c. 



i 



HO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 



Letcombe^ Aug. 8, 1714. 

If I had but fixed a week sooner for my journey to 
Ireland, I should have avoided twenty inconveniencies 
that have since happened to me, and been witli you the 
time I am now writing. Upon the Earl of Oxford's re- 
moval, he desired I would go with him into Hereford- 
shure, which I consented to, and wrote you word of it, 
desiring you would renew my license of absence at th^ 
end of this month, for I think it then expires. Two 
days after, I had earnest invitation from those in power, 
to go up to town, and assist them in their new ministry; ' 
which I resolved to excuse; but, before I could write, 

* Sec hereafter, p. 103. N. 
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news came of the queen's death, and all our schemes 
broke to shatters. I am told I must take the oaths iu 
Ireland iu three months ; and I think it is better travcl- 
hng DOW than later; and although I am earnestly pressed 
bj our broken leaders to come up to town, I shall not do 
it^ but hope to set out on the sixteentli Instant toward 
Ireland, and if it please God, be with jou in nine or ten 
days after this comes to your hands. However, let my 
license be renewed before it expires. I think I answered 
yours in my last. I leave all things entirely to you 
and Mr. Forbes. My service to gossip Doll, gootly 
Stoyte and Martha, and Mr. Manlcy and lady. Mr. 
Manley is, I believe, now secure in his post ; and it 
will be my turn to solicit favours from him. I have 
taken up Mr. Fetherston's money, to pay some debts iu 
London. . I desire you will pay him fifty pounds, with 
^ the usual exchange, at twenty days sight ; or later, if it 
be inconvenient. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESCl,* 

Whitehall, Aug. 10, 1714. 

I NEVER diflfcred from you in opinion in any point so 
mch, as in yoiur proposal to accommodate matters be- 
tween the Dragon and his quondsan friends. I will ven- 
ture to go so far with you, as to say he coutributed to liis 
own dbgrace, by his pctitesses, more than they did, or 
ever had it in their power to do. But since tliey would 
admit of no terms of accommodation, when he offered 
to serve them in tlieir own way, I had rather see his 
' dead carcass, than that he should now tamely submit to 
those, who have loaded him with all the obloquy malice 
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could suggiest, and tongues utter. Have oot Chartn 
BriDsdeOjf and all the runners, been employed to 4 
him dog, yillain, sot, and worthless ? And shall he, a: 
this, join them ? To what end ? I have great tenden 

for lady 4 ^^ thmk her best way is to retire t 

enjoy the comforts of a domestic life. But sure 
earth has not produced such monsters as Mercurial 
and his companion,|| and the prelate.^^ The last ope; 
avows he never had obligation to the dragon, and lo 
him with ten thousand crimes ; though his greatest, 
reality, was preferring him. But to come out of i 
rant; What should they be friends for? Cui bono? j 
we in a dream ? ■ Is the queen alive again ? Can 
lady ft hereafter make any figure, but a persona muU 
a drama ? If the dragon declares against the man 
mercury, he may strike in with the tertium quH I 
will pi-obably arise ; but with him he can never be otl 
wise than spurned and hated. The natural resut 
this is, that however I may, for my private satisfacd 
desire to see you here, I cannot but think you sho 
go to Ireland to qualify yourself, and then return bit! 
when the chaos will be jumbled into some kind of ore 
If the king keeps some tories in employment, the ooi 
of whig and tory wiU be lost ,• but that of court i 

* The infamouB Colonel Cbartres. H. 

f He is said, by Mr. Boyer, in Political State, vol. III. for J 
17U-12,-p. 52, to have been an oculi^^t, and a private agent of L 
Bolingbroke; and to have been employed by the government, in • 
1711-12, to attend on Prince Eugene, when his h^hness arrivl 
England, in the beginning of that month. B. 

t Masham. H. 

\ Lord Bolingbrokc. H. 

il Probably the Lord ChanceUcH* Har'court. B. 

** The Bishop of Rochester. H. 

ft Lady Mashiivi. H* 
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dUiDtiy irill arise.* The regency has declared in &- 
'Tour of the whigs iu Ireland. I believe Mr. Thomas 
will stand his ground. . We shall be dissolved as soon 
as we have settled the civil list. We have no appear- 
ance that any attempt will be formed by the pretender. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Aug. 11, 1714. 

I 8W£AR I did not imagine, that you could have 
Iield out through two pages, even of small paper, in so 
grave a style. Your state of late passages is rigbt^ 
eiioif^. I reflect upon them with indignation, aiirt 
shall never forgive myself for having trusted so long to 
so much real pride, and awkward humility ; to an air of 
such faroiliar friendship, and a heart so void of all tei^- 
dersess ; l6 such a temper of engrossing business and 
power, and so pei-fect an incapacity to manage onc^ 
with ^ttcb a tyrannical disposition to abuse the other, 
&c.f 

Bui enough of this, I cannot load him as knave, 
without fixing fool on myself. 

For you I have a most sincere and wai'm affection, 
and in every part of my life will show it. Go into 
Irelatid, since it must be so, to swear^ and come back 
iito Britain to bless : to bless me, and those few friends 
who will enjoy you. 

J^uuines ToHsw^ brings you this. From him you 

* Tbit it a remarkable in^ktion, which we have seen fulfilled K. 
f He means Lord Oxford. H. 

t That is, to take the oaths to the government en King George^s 
aecefsioB to the throne. See p. 94* B. 
t Jobo Barber. H. 
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^Till hear nvhat h doing. Adieu ; love me, and love mel 
the better, because after a greater blow than most men 
ever felt, I keep up my spirit ; am neither dejected al« 
vhat has passed, nor apprehensive at what is to come. ^ 
Med vhrtutc me involve. < 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London^ Jug, 12j ni4. . 

Our justices sit several hours every day, without 
affording us the least news. I do not hear any thinjjf 
tliey have done worth mentioning, except some orders - 
t})oy have given about the dispute in the city of Dub- = 
lin. You may be sure tliey are not such as will please 
our Aiends ; but I think you and I agreed in condemn- 
ing those proceedings in our own people. My Lord 
Derby is made Lord. Lieutenant of Lancashire. That 
and Hampshire are the only vacant employments they 
have filled up ; I suppose, under pretence of their being 
maritime counties. If the whigs had directed the list • 
of regents, Marlborough, Sunderland and Whai-ton had 
not been left out. There ai-e five tories too, that would 
not have been in. Though they were a little whimsical 
for three or four days about the succession, they seemed - 
to recant, and own themselves in an error by the later 
votes. Every one of them approved the peace, and 
wei*e for the address at the end of the last session, that 
it was safe, honourable, and advantageous. Considering 
what ministers were employed here by the court of 
Hanover, and that the king himself had little informa- 
tion but what he received from them, I think his list 
shows no ill disposition to the tories : and they say he is 
not apt to be hasty in removing the persons he finds in 
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ployment. The bill is brought in for granting him 
old duties for the civil list. One Wykes,* of North- 
ton, moved to tack the place bill to it; but nobody 
ded him, and he sms extremely laughed at. He 

ppens unluckily to be a tory. 

Did you receive your papers last post ? The first 
yt IS not yet left at St» Dunstan^84 Should I send 
Barber for it in Bolingbroke's name ? I have writ to 

m to bring in his bill, and as soon as he comes I will 

y him. I suppose I shall see him to-morrow. I wish 

ou a good journey to Ireland. But if I hear Saturday's 

t comes into Wantage on Sunday, I may trouble yoa 

in. Fray let me know when you land in Ireland,. 

1 1 may write to you, if any thing happens worth 

bile. I shall be very impatient for what you promise 
from thence. I should be very glad to hear from you 

hile you are on the road. 

LcH-d Anglesey came to towii last Tuesday. They . 
t«re all here now, except Pembroke and Strafford. 
I Charles £versfield§ is making his court to the Dukes 

(«f Somerset and Argyll: he declares he will keep his 
place, if he can, and that he will not stir for Campion's 
dection in the county of Sussex. Campion and he have 
had some high words upon that account. Lord Orford 
told the commissioners of the admiralty, they were igno- , 
rant, negligent of their duty, and wanted zeal for the 
king's service. 

• WilUam Wykes, M. P. for Northampton in two parliamenti,1713 
«idl7l4. N. 

f The first draught of the " Free Thoughts." Sec the notes en 
SMBe preceding letters. N. 

X The coffee-house "so called. . N. 

I Member for Borsham. N. 

»2 
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FROM DR. ARBUXHNOT. 

HY DEAR FRIEND, Augd 12, 1714. 

I THANK you for your kind letter, ivhic& is very com- 
fdrtabie upon such a melancholy occasioh* My dear 
mistress's days were numbered even in my ima^ation, 
and could not exceed such certain limits; hut of that 
small number a'great deal was cut off by the last trouble- 
some scene of this contention among her servants. I 
believe sleep was never more welcome to a weary tra- 
veller, than death was to her; only it suirprised her too 
suddenly before she had signed her will; which, no 
doubt, being involved in so much business, hindered 
her from finishing. It was unfortunate, that she had been 
persuaded, as is supposed by Lowndes, that it was neces- 
sary to have.it under the great seal. I have figured, to 
myself all this melancholy scene ; and even, if it be pos- 
ttble, woi'se than it has happened, twenty time^ ; so that I 
was prepared for it. My ease is pot half so deplorable. 
as poor Lady Masham's, and several of the queen's ser^ 
rants; some of whom have no chance for their bread but 
tjie generosity of his present majesty, which several peo- 
ple, that know him, very much commend. So far is.plaifl^ 
fix>m what is happened in public affairs, that what one. 
party affirmed of the settlement has proved true, andc 
that it was firm : that it was in some measure an advan- 
ce ta the successor not to have beep bere^ and so- oblige 
ed to declare himself in several things, in which he is^ 
now at liberty. And indeed never any prince ia thi& 
respect came to the crown wijb gireater adyants^ I can 
assure you the peaceable scene that now appean^ i8« dW 
appointment to more th«p.one set of people. 

I have an opportunity calmly and philosophically to 
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cDwider thfit treasure of vHenese and basen^ that I 
alva j8 believed to be io the heart of man ; and to b6^ 
hold them exert their insolence and BasienesB ; everf 
new instance, instead of surprisiuf^ and grieving me, aa 
it does so«e of my friends, reaHj diverts me, and in tf 
manner imiiroves my theory. Though I think I have 
not met with it in my own case, except from one mam 
And' he was very far mistaken, for to him I would not 
abate pne grain of my proud spirit. Bear fiiend, the 
last sentence of your letter .quite kills me. Never it« 
peat that melancholy tender word, that you will cndea^- 
vour to fcH^et me. I am sure I never can forget you, tilt 
I meet with (what is impossible) another, whose convert 
sation I can delight so much in as Dr. Swift's ; and yet 
that is the smallest thing I ought to value you for. That 
hearty sincere friendship, that plain and open ingenuity 
in all your commerce, is what I am sure I never can find 
in another. Alas : I shall want often a faithful monitor, 
one that would vindicate me l>ehind my back, and tell 
me my faults to my face. God knows I write this with 
•tears in my eyes. Yet do not be obstinate, bat comd up 
for a little time to London ; and if you must needs gfd^ 
we may concert a manner of correspondence whe^vet 
we are. I have a letter from Gay just befdH'e the queen's 
death. Is he not a true poet, who had not dt^ c^ biis 
town books to give to the princess, that asked-feroni^?^ 



TO MISS VANHOMEIGH; 

Aug. 12, 1714. 

Ir HA3> your letter last pogt, and befolre yoA caw send 

■ie ai^other^ I shall -sel out for IVeland. I must gp and 

take the oaths; and the sooner the better, if you are 

E 3 
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in Ireland when I am there, I shall see you very sd- 
dom. It is not a place for any freedom ; but it Is where 

. every thing is known in a week, and magnified a hun- 
dred degrees. These are rigorous laws that must be 
passed through : but it is probable we may meet in Lon- 
don in winter : or if not, leave all to fate, that seldom 

*" comes to humotilr our inclinations. I say all this out of 
the perfect esteem and friendship I have for you. These 
public misfortunes have altered all my measures, and 
broke my spirits. God Almighty bless you. I shall, I 
hope, be on liorseback in a day after this comes to your 
hand. I would not answer your questions for a niil- 
]ion : nor can I think of them with any ease of miod. 
Adieii. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Aug. 14, 1714.* 
I Hopr you did not pay the two shillings for postage. 
If you did, pray send me the cover, that I may inquire 
iutothe meaning of it. 

I suppose you expect news upon Cragg's return from 
Hanover; but I do not hear a word more than what you 
have in the lords justices speech. Yesterday morning 
after he came, the whigs looked dejected, and our friends 
▼eiy^ Mttch pleased; though I do not know any reason 
for' either, unless it was expected by both sides, that he 
would havQ brought orders for alterations. It seems the 
Dragon's entertainment was on a family account, upon 



• Od the back 6f thii letter is the following note of the Desa. 
** MemoraDdiuB, I left Letcombe, i Ao£. 16, 1714, in «rder (o Ire- 
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At a^r^meDt-betweeo Lord Harley and Lord Pelham ; 
aod fmly those, irho were coocerued io their affairs, 
- were invited. But slighter grounds would have served 
to raise a story at this time ; and it was sufficient, that 
my Lord Townshend aod Lord Cowper dined at his 
house. However, we look upon him as lost to our 
ride ; and he has certainly made advances of civility to 
the whigs, which they have returned with the utmost 
contempt I am told Dismal* begins to declare for his 
old friends, and protests he was really afraid for the pro- 
testant succesrion, which made him act in the manner 
he did. The foreign peers, are certainly deprived of 
their right of voting by the express words of the act of 
succession ; and it appears it was the intention of the 
legislature at that time, for Prince George of Denmark 
was excepted by name ; but it is thought the lords will 
interpret it otherwise, when it comes to be tried. They 
do not lose the other privileges of peerage, and their 
postmty bom here may sit in the house. The same 
clause extends to the house of commons; and no fo» 
reign^r can enjoy any employment, civil or military. 
They may be favourable to the lords, who are all whigs; 
but I doubt poor Duke Disney will lose his regiment 
I suppose Barber has given you' an account of Lord 
Bolingbrd^e's pamphlet. If you and he are not come 
to an ^claircissement upon it, shall I send to him for it ? 
I long for the other. Yesterday the commons voted 
ne mine can, to pay the Hanover troops, that deserted 
tui in 1 71 2. To day Sir William Wyndham, Campion, 
and two or three more, gave some opposition to it ; for 
which they are extremely blamed. I think they had 
meted right, if they had spoke against it yesterday ; but 

• The £arl of Nottinghaia. H. 
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it •eeni they were not their ia the bouse. They haft 
not sbrengtli eooiigh to day to come to a divkooa. 

Once more I wishyxNi a good journey, and a quickr 
return ; aod I. hope you will iiuA things gf^ better tha« 
you expect 



FROM MR. GAYTaDR-ARBUTHWrOT, OB 
THE DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S. 

HatMver^ Aug. "i^f 1714. 
You remember, I suppose, that I vas to write yon 
abundance of letters from Hanover ; but as one of the 
most distingMisliing qualities of a politician is secrecy^ 
you must not expect from me any arcanas of states 
There is another thing, that is necessary to establbh the 
character of a politician ; which is, to seem always to 
be full of affairs of state; to know the consultations of 
the cabinet council, when at the same time all his poli^ 
tics are collected from newspapers. Which of these twe 
causes jny secresfy is owing to, I leave you to determine. 
There is yet one thing more, that is extremely necessaf 
xy for a fordgn minister^ which he can no more be with- 
out, than an artizan without his tools ; I mean the terms 
of his art I cidl it an art or a science, because I MA 
the king of France has established an academy to in- 
gtruct the young Machiavelians of his country in the 
' deep and profound science of politics. To the end thaK 
I might be qualified fov an emplo)'ment of this nature, 
aod not only be qualified myself^ but (to speak in the 
style of Sir John Faliitaff) be the cause of qualifications 
in others, I have made it my business to read memoirs, 
treaties, &c. And as a-dictionary of law terms is thought 
necessary for young beginners ; so I thought a diction^ 
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ttnnt ol ttiite would be nalew usefiil for yoiuq; 
ians. The terms of politics being not so iiiiiii6> 
(to swell into avolmne^ especiall|^in time of peace, 
. lime of war all tbe- lenD» of fortifieatioa are io* 
i) I thought fit to extract them in the same man>- 
ip the benefit of yomg practitioners, as a famooa 
has compiled his learned treatise of the lav, 
the Doctor and Student. I hare not made anj 
progress in thb piecie ; but^ however, I will just 
ou a speciknen of it^ which will make you in the 
manner a judge of the design and nature of this 

10. 

Ukian^ What are the necessary tools for a prince 
iL with ? 

dbil. Ministers of state* 
^Ukian. What are the two great qualities of a 
jar of state. 

difU* Secrecy and despatch. 
\^ieian. Into how many parts are the roioiisterB of 
divided ? 

'dent. Into two. First, ministers of state at home ; 
ily, mitiisters of state abroad, who are called fo^ 
mimsters. 

Uikian. Very right; Now as I design you for 
ttter of these employments, I shall wave saying any 
of the first of these. What are the difTerent de*- 
of foreign ministers ? 

uknt The dUTerent- degrees of' foreign midisten 
s follow: firsts plenipotcfntiaries; second, embassa- 
estraordinary ; thirds embassadors in ordinary; 
h, envoys extraordinary; fifth, envoys in ordin»> 
; sixth, residents^ seventh, consuls; and eighth, 
jtariesi 

otiUdan. How is a foreign minister to be known *? 
itdcnt By his credentials. 
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Politician. When are a foreign miDister^s credeA' 
tials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his first admission into the presence of 
the prince, to whom he is sent, otherwise called his first 
audience. 

Politician. How many kind of audiences are there? 

Student. Two, which are called a public audience, 
and a private audience. 

PMician. What sliould a foreign minister's beha- 
viour be when he has his first audience ? 

Student. He should bow profoundly, speak delibe-, 
rately, and wear both sides of his long periwig be- 
fore, &c 

By these few questions and answers you may be able 
to make some judgment of the usefulness of this politic 
treatise. Wicquefort, it is true, can nevjEir be sufficient- 
ly admired for his elaborate treatise of the conduct of 
an embassador in all his negotiations : but I design this 
only as a compendium, or the embassador's manual, or 
vade mecum. 

I have writ so far of thb letter, and do not know who 
to send it to; but I have now determined to send it, 
either to Dr. Arbuthnot, the Dean of St. Patrick's, or to 
both. My Lord Clarendon is very mcuh approved of 
at court, and I believe is not dissatisfied with his re- 
ception. We have not much variety of diversions: 
what we did yesterday and to day we shall do to-mor- 
row : which is, to go to court, and walk in the gardens 
at Herenhausen. If I write any more, my letter will 
be just like my diversions, the same thing over and over 
again. So, sirs. 

Your fflOBt obliged humble servant, 

J, GAY; 
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I would hav^ writ this letter over agab, but I had not 
time. Correct all my errata. 



FROM DR^ARBUTHNOT TO MR. POPE. 

Lontbn, Sept 7, 1714. 

I AM extremely obliged to jou for taking notice of a 
poor old distressed courtier, commonly the most despisa- 
ble thing in the world. This blow has so roused Scrih' 
lerus that he has recovered his senses, and thinks and 
talks like other men. From being frolicksome and gay, 
he Is twned grave and morose. His lucubrations lie 
neglected among old news-papers, cases, petitions, and 
abundance of unanswerable lettei-s. I wish to God they 
had been among the papers of a noble lord sealed up; 
then might Scriblerus have passed for pretender, and it 
would have been a most excellent and laborious work for 
the Flying Post, or some such author, to have allegorized 
all his adventures into a plot, and found out mysteries 
somewhat like the Kej to the Lock. Martin's office is 
now the second door to the left hand in Dover-street, 
irhere he will be glad to see Dr. Farnell, Mr. Pope, and 
bis old friends ; to wh6m he can still afford a half pint 
of claret.' It is with some pleasure that he contem- 
plates the world still busy, and all mankind at work for 
iiim. I have seen a letter from Dean Swiil ; he keeps 
up his noble spirit ; and though like a man knocked 
down, you may behold him still with a stern countenance, 
and aiming a blow at his adversaries. I will add no^ 
more, being in haste ; only, that I will never forgive 
you, if you cannot use my aforesaid house in Dover- 
street, with the same freedom you did that in St. James's ; 
for as our friendship was not begun upou \.Vv^ i^\^>ctfnL ^\ 
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a courtier, so I hope it will not end with it. I will always 
be proud to be reckoned amongst the niunber of your 
friends and humble servants. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD, DuhUny SepfiAy 1714. 

I HOPE your lordship, wlio were always so kind to me 
while you were a servant, will not forget me now in your 
greatness. I give you this caution, because I i-eally be- 
lieve you will be apt to be exalted in your new station 
of retirement, which was tlje only honourable post that 
those who gave it you were capable of conferring. And 
as, in other employments, the circumstances with which 
they are given, are sometimes said to be equally valuar 
ble with the gift itself^ so it was in your case. The seal- 
log up your office, and especially without any direc- 
tions from the king, discovered such sentiments of you 
in such persons, as would make any honest man proud to 
share tJiem. 

I must be so free as to tell you, tliat this new office of 
retirement will be harder for you to keep, thaa thai 
of secretary : and you lie under one great disadvaatagei 
beside your being too young ; that whereas none but 
knaves and fools desire to deprive you of your former 
post, all the honest men in England will be for putting 
you out of this. 

I go on in writing, though I know not how to send 
you my letter. If I weric sure it would be opened Ysf 
the sealers of your office, I would fill it wkh some 
terms of art, that they would better deserve than 
relisb. ^ 
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It is a point of wisdom too hard for me, not to look 
back with vexatioa upon past management. Divines 
teli us often from their pulpits, ^ that half the pains 
which^some men take to be damned, would have compas^ , 
sed their salvation :"' this, I am sure, was extremely our 
case. I know not what motions your lordship intends :. 
but, if I see the old whig measures taken in the next 
elections ; and that the Courts the Bank, East India, 
and South Sea, act strenuously, and procure a majority ; 
I shall lie down, and beg of Jupiter to heave the cart 
out of tlie dirt. 

I would give all I am worth, for the sake of my coun- 
try, that you had left your mantle with somebody in the, 
house of commons, or that a dozen honest men among 
them had only so many shreds of it. And so, having de- 
spatched all our friends in England, off flies a splinter,, 
and knocks two governors of Ireland dead. I remem- 
ber, we never had leisure to think of that kingdom. The 
poor dead queen is used like the giant Longaron in Ra* 
belais. Fantagruel took Loagarou by the heels, and 
made him his weapon to kill twenty other giants ; thea 
flung him over a river in the town, and killed two ducjka 
and an old cat. I could talk very wisely to you, but 
you would regard me not I could bid you, non despC" 
rare de rqmbUcd ; and say, that res noluni dm mal4 ad- 
mimstrari. But I will cut all short, and assure yoy,^ 
that, if you do not save us, I will not be at the pains of 
racking my invention to guess how we shall be saved ;, 
and yet I have read Folybius* 

They tell me you have a very good crop of wheat, 
but the barley is bad. Hay will certainly be dear, uo-. 
less we have an open winter. I hope you fiound yout 
hounds in good cotidition, and that Bright has not made 
a stimip-leather of your jockey-belt. 

I iipagine you now smoking with your hmndram 
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squii-e (I forget his Dame) who can go home at midnigbt, 
and open a dozen gates irlien he is drunk. 

I beg jour lordship not to ask me to lend you any 
money. If you will come and live at the deanery, and 
furdish up an apartment, I will find you in victuals and 
drink, which is more than ever you got by the court : 
and as proud as you are, I hope to see you accept a part 
of this oflfer before I die. 

The take this country ; it has, in three weeks, 

spoiled two as good su^penny pamphlets, as ever a pro- 
clamation was issued against. And since we talk of that, 
will there not be**» **********♦*?! I shall 
be cured of loving England, as the fellow was of his 
9gue, by getting himself whipped .through the town. 

I would retire too, if I could ; but my countiy seat, 
where I have an acre of ground, is gone to ruin. The 
wall of my own apartment is fallen down, and I want 
mud to rebuild it, and straw to thatch it. Besides, a 
spiteful neighbour has seized on six feet of ground, car* 
ried oflf my trees, and spoiled my grove. All this is li- 
terally true, and I have not fortitude edough to go and 
see tliose devastations. 

But, in return, I live a country life in town, see no- 
body, and go every day once to prayers ; and hope, in 
a few months, to grow as stupid as the present situation 
of affairs will require. 

Well, after all, parsons are not such bad company, es- 
pecially when they are under subjection ; and I let 
none but such come near me. 

However, pray God forgive them, by whose indolence* 
neglect, or i^ant of friendship, I am reduced to live with 
twenty leagues of salt water between your lordship and 
me &c. 

t Here are two or three words in the manuscript totally erased 
and illegible. D. S. 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHJN^OT. 

DEAR BROTHER, Oc/. 19, 1714. 

Even io affliction, jour letter made me melancholj, 
and communicated some of the spleen which you had 
when jou wrote it, and made me forfeit some of my re- 
putation of cheerfulness and temper under afflictions. 
However, I have so many subjects amongst my friends 
and fellow servants to be grieved for, that I can easily 
turn it otr myself with credit. The queen's poor ser- 
vants are like so many poor orphans exposed in the very 
streets : and those, whose past obligations of gratitude 
and honour ought to have engaged them to have repre- 
sented their case, pass by them like so many abandoned 
creatures, without the possibility of ever being able to 
make the least return for a favour; which has added to 
my theory of human virtue. 

I wish I did not only haunt you in the obliging and 
aflfectionate sense you are pleased to express it, but were 
personally present with you ; and I think it were hard- 
ly in the power of fortune not to make some minutes 
pleasant. I dine with my Lord and Lady IVIasham to 
day, where we will, as usually, remember you. 

You have read, ere this time, the Hbtory of the 
White Stafl^* which is either contrived by an enemy, 
or by himself, to bring down vengeance ; and I have 

* A pamphlet written by Mr. Daniel de Foe, and published iir 
1714, in 8vo. in two parts, under the title of *^The Secret History of 
the White Staff;** being an account of afiairs under the conduct of 
some late ministers, and of what might probably have happened if 
her msgesty had not died. Soon after the pubUcation of it, came oi]t< 
ia 8iro. "A detection of the sophistry and falsities of the pamphlet, 
-intitled. The Secret History of the White Staff, containing an inqui- 
ry into the Staff^s conduc in the late nlianagement, particularly with 
respect to the Protestant succession. '* B. 
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told some of his nearest friends so. All the dragon can 
say will not give him one single Mend amongst the whole 
party; and therefore I even wonder at him, which 7011 
win say is a strange thing. The very great person of 
alF can hardly speak of him with patience. The Con- 
de acts like a man of spirit, makes up to the king, and 
talks to him, and woald have acted with more sense 
than any of them, could he have had any body to have 
acted along with him : nos mumerus sjufmiSf ^c. The 
man you speak of is just as you describe, so I beg par- 
don. Shadwell says, he will have my place of Chelsea. 
Garth told me, his merit was giving intelligence about 
his mistress's health. I desired he would do me the fa- 
vour to say, that I valued myself upon quite the contra- 
ry ; and I hoped to live to see the day, when his majes- 
ty would value me the more for it too. I have not seen 
any thing as yet to make me recant a certain inconveni- 
ent opinion I have, that one cannot pay too dear for 
peace of mind. 

Poor philodopher Berkeley has now the ideaf of health, 
which was very hard to produce in him ; for he had an 
idea of a strange fever upon him so strong, that it was 
very hard to destroy it by introducing a contrary one. 
Poor Gay is much where he was, only out of the dueh- 
ess's:^ family and sei*vice. He has some confidence iu 
the Princess and Countess of Picborough ; I wish it may 
be significant to him. I advised him to make a poem 
upon the princess before she came over, describing her 
to the English ladies; for it seems thd princess does not 
dislike that. (She is really a person that I believe wlH 

* Probably King George I. B. 

f Thii allades to his book, 10 which He attempts to prove, that all 
things supposed to depeod upoa a material world, subsist only in 
idea. H. 

X The Dachess of Monmouth. H. 
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give great cootait to every body.) But Gay was in 
weh a grovelliDg cpadition, as to the affairs of the world, 
that his muse would not stoop to visit him. I can saj 
no more of news, than that jou will find the proceed- 
ings hithei-to have been comparatively gentle. Adieu. 



DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD."^ 

DSAK SIR, Oct. 10, 1714. 

I THANK you kindly for yours, with the enclosed 
from our friend. I would have obeyed your commands 
as to the History of the White Staff; but that there 
really is no answer to it, more than a thing that rises just 
out of what is said in the history ; none writ on purpose 
by any one that knows matters of fact, or can contradict 
what he says ; or indeed write by concert of tlie persons 
that are attacked. And I reckon any other is not worth 
your while to read. The Dragon denie^ it ; but as I 
told the governor, it is necessary for him to do that in a 
very solemn and strong manner, else there will be a lip- 
ping answer, as you say. All things g6 on at the usual 
rate. I am at uncertainty still as to my little office. I 
leave them to do just as they please. Geoige Fielding 
and Brigadier Briton are grooms of tlie bedchamber, 
which does not seem altogether the doing of a certain 
great man. The groom of the stole is still uncertain, 
lying between two that you know. I am told that the 
great person of all has spoke more contemptibly of the 
Dragon than of any body, and in very hard terms. Has 
DOt he* managed finely at last ? The princess gives great 

* Written on the tame paper with the latt H. 
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coDtent to every body. I will add oo more, beiog^td 
write on the other side to the Deao; which pray for- 
ward. . - 



TO SIR ARTHUR LANGFORD. 

SIR, Trim, Oct. 30, 1714. 

I WAS to wait on you the other, day, and was told by 
your servant that you are not to be seen till toward 
evening, which at the dbtance I am at this time of the 
year, cannot easily be compassed. My principal busi- 
ness was to let you know, that since my last return from 
England, many persons have complained to me, that I 
suffered a conventicle to be kept in my parish, and in a 
place where there never was any before. I mentioned 
this to your nephew Rowley in Dublin, when he came 
to me with this message from you ; but I could not pre- 
vail with him to write to you about it. I have always 
looked upon you as an honest gentleman, of great cha- 
rity and piety in your way ; and I iiope yoit will re- 
member at the ^^nme time, that it becomes you to be a 
legal man, and that you will not promote nor encourage, 
much less give a beginiung to a thing directly contrary 
to the law. You know the dissenters in Ireland are suf- 
fered to have their . conventicles only by connivance, 
and that^ only in places where they formerly used to 
meet. Whereas this conventicle of yours is a new 
thing, in a new place entirely of your own erection, and - 
perverted to this ill use from the design you outwardly 
seemed to have intended it for. It has been the weak- 
ness of the dissenters to be too sanguine and assuming 
upon events in the state, which appeared to give them 
the least encouragement; and this, in other turns of af- 
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ftirs, has prored very much to their disadyftntage. The 
Boat moderate chiurcbmeD may be apt to reaent, when 
they see a sect, without toleration by law, insultiog the 
established religion. Whenever the legislature shall 
think fit to giye them leave to build new conventicles, 
all good churchmen will submit; but till then we cao 
hardly see it without betraying our church« I hope 
therefore you will not think it hard, if I take those me- 
thods which my duty obliges me, to prevent this grow- 
ing evil as far as it lies in my power, unless you shall 
think fit, fi-om your own prudence, or the advice of 
some understanding friedds, to shut up the doors of that 
conventicle for the future. I am, with true fnendsfaip 
and esteem, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^ 

cm, Na9. 4, 17141 

I HAVE one letter from you to acknowledge, which I 
will do very soon. In the mean time I send this to ac- 
quaint you, that if you have not already hid your pft- 
pers in some private place in the hands of a trusty frien^ 
I fear they wiU fall into the hands of our enemies. Sure 
you have already taken care in this matter^ by what the 
public prints told you of the proceedings of the great meo 
toward the Earl of StralTord and Mr. Prior. Uo wever, 
fcr greater caution, this is sent you by — — — 

Iam,d2c. 
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FROM MISS VAKHOMRIGH. 

Dublin, nu. 

You once had a moxim, which was to act what wat 
right, and not miod what tlie world would say. I wish 
you would keep to it now. Fray what can be wrong ia 
seeing and advising ao unhappy young woman ? I can- 
oot imagine. Tou cannot but know that your frowns 
make my life unsupportable. Tou have taught me to 
distinguish, and then to leave me miserable. Now, all 
I beg is, that you will for once counterfeit (since you 
cannot otherwise) that indulgent friend you once wer^, 
till I get the better of these difficulties. 



FROM THE SAME. 

DubUn, 1714. 

Top< bid me be easy, and you would see me as ofitea 
as yon coidd. You had better have said, as ofteu as 
jrmk could get the better of your inclinations so mtieb.; 
or« as often as you remembered there was such a one ib 
the world. If you continue to treat me as you do, you 
Irill npt be made uneasy by me long. It is in^pessible 
to describe what I have suffered since I saw you htat I 
Am sufe I could have borne tlie rack much better tii&o 
those killing words of youis. Sometimes I have re- 
solved to die without seeing you more; but those TCp 
solves, to your misfortune, did not last long. For, there 
is something in human nature, that prompts one so to 
find relief in this world, I must give way to it : and beg 
jou would see me and speak kindly to me, for I am sure^ 
yoa would not condemn any one to suffer ~what I have 
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Sooe, could Jim but koow it. The reason I write to 
you is, because I cannot tell it to you should I see you. 
For, when I begin to complain, then you are angry ; and 
there is something in your looks so awful, that it strikes 
me dumb. Oh ! that yon may have but so much regard 
fer me left, that this complaint may touch your soul with 
pity. I say as little as ever I can ; did you but know 
what I thought, I am sure it would move you to for- 
l^ve me, and believe^I cannot help telling you this and 
live.* 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD.f 

DEAR FRIEND, NoV. 1714. 

I HOPE this Will find you in good health ; and I hope 
in greater tranquillity of mind than when we used to la- 
ment together at your office for the eternal faults of our 
friends. I have seen the Dragon thrice since I wrote to 
you. He is without shadow of change ; the greatest 
example of an unshaken tranquillity of mind, tliat ever I 
yet saw, seemingly perfectly well satisfied with his own 
conduct in every particular. You know we have ofteu 
md, that there is but one dragon in rcrum na4urd» I 
do not know what he thinks, but I am perfectly well sa- 
tisfied, that tliere will not be that one Dragon left, if some 
people have their will. Haly Bassa, they say, struggles 

• A letter from Dr, Sw ift, dat«d Philipstown, Nov. 5, 1714, says, 
that he vrab going to a frieod upon a promise, being then a mile from 
^rim, when Miss Vanbom rights servant overtook him witli a letter. 
She was then at Kilrbohid, and would go to town on the Monday fol- 
lowing, to her lodging in Turnstile alley. He concludes thus; *'l 
have rode a tedious journey to day, and can say no more. Nor sliail 
you know where I am till I come, and then 1 will see you. A 
your letters and messages. Adieu.** H. 

f Endorsed, "JlecPiVed Dec. 2, 1714.** H. 
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for his son-in-law. It is 'eoerous and gratefal. There 
is a prodigious quarrel between him and the president 
about it.* I have given you the trouble of the adjoined 
for the Bean, as also a scrap of a letter for him which 
we had begun at our club, but did not finish ; Dr. Parnell 
Dot going, as he said. 

I am not yet out, but expect to be soon. Adieu. 

I had almost forgot to tell you of the pretender's der 
claration, in which there are words to this purposes 
^ That he had no reason to doubt of the good iutentieii 
of his sister, which was the reason that he sat quiet in 
her time ; but now was disappointed by the deplorable 
accident of her sudden death." 



FROM THE SAME.t 

♦ > 

DEAR BROTHER, NoV. 1714. 

I SEND you the scrap of a letter begun to you by the 
whole society, because I suppose you even yahie the 
fragments of your friends. The honest gentleman^! ftt 
whose lodgings we wrote, is gone , for France. I really 
value your judgment extremely in chusing your friends* 
I think worthy Mr. Ford is an instance of it, being aa 
honest, sensible, firm, friendly man, et quaUs ab ineefi^ 
processerat, &c. Though, by the way, praising your 
judgment is a little compliment to myself, which I am 
i^t to fall into of late, nobody now being at the troublf 
of doing it for me. The Pamellian, who was to have 
carried this letter, seems to have changed his mind by 
some sudden turn in his affairs ; but I wish his hopes 

* Daniel Earl of Nottiagham. B. 
I Written on the same paper with the la t. N. 
t The Duke of Ormond. N. 
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nay not be the effect of some ttccidental thing working 
upon his spirits, rather than anj well-grounded project. 

If it be any pleasure to you, I can assure you that 
you are remembered kindly by your friends, and I be- 
iieye not altogether forgot by your enemies. I think 
both is for your reputation. I am told, that I am to lose 
my little preferment : however, I hope to be able to keep 
a little habitation warm in town. I cannot but say, I 
think there is one thing in your circumstance, that must 
make any mau happy ; which is^ a liberty to preach. 
Such a prodigious privilege, that if it did not border up- 
on simony, I could really purchase it for a sum of mo- 
aey. For my part, I never imagine any man can be 
Uneasy, that has the oppoiiunity of venting himself to a 
whole congregation once a week. And you may pre- 
tend what you will. I am sure you think so too, or you 
do not judge right. As for news, I never inquire about 
any. Fuimus Troes, <&c. Sed nuncferox JvpUer iron* 
stuUt omnia adJrgos, 

My present politics is to give no disturbance to the 
present folks in the due exercise of their power, for fear 
of forcing them to do very strange things, jrather than 
part with what they love eo well. Untoward reports ia 
the country will make elections dearer, which I am sor- 
ly for. The dragon, I am afraid, will be struck at. 
Adieu, in (iaste. 

I must not foiget to tell you a passage of the pretcB- 
der'a declaration, to thb purpose, ^ That he had^ &cJ^ 

* Here the vofilg in p. 124 , are repeated. N. 
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TO MONSIEUR GIRALDL^ 

De Dublin en YrlandCy 
. xoMsifiUR, Fevrier 25, 1714-15. 

Je preDs la liberie de toub presenter le porteur de 
.celui-ci, Monsieur Howard, gentiliioniine savaot et de 
conditioQ de ce pays cl ; qui pretend de faire le tout 
d'ltalie; et qui €tant chaooioe en mon doyenn^ et pn>- 
feflseur de college ici, vent en vey ageant parmi lea catho- 
liqnes s'opiuiatrer plus dans son h6resic. Et apr^ toui, 
monsieur, 11 n'est que juste, puisque vous avez d6rob€ 
ootre franchise Angloise pour I'ajouter a votre .politesse 
Italienne, que quelques-uns de nous-autres tramontanes 
devoient en voyageant chez vous faire des repr^sailles^ 
Yuus me soulTrircz aussi de tous prier de presenter mes 
ivhs humble devoires a son altcsse royale le Grand Due. 

Pour mon particulier, monsieur, je prens la liberty de 
Vous dire, que deux mois devant la mort de la reine^ 
voyant, qu'il €toit tout-a-fsit impossible de raccommoder 
mes amis du minist^re, je me retlrai a la campagne ea 
Berkshire, d'oil apr^ ce triste ^v^ncment je sub Tenu 
en Irlande, oil je demuere en mon doyenn^, et atteos 
avec la resignation d'nn bon cbrctien la ruine de notre 
cause et de mes amis, menaces tous les jours par la fac* 
tion dominaute. Car ces messieurs sont touf-a-faitr€sQ- 
lu de trencher une demi-douzaiue de t^tes des meilleures 
d'Angleterre, et que vous avez fort bien conouea et etti- 
m^es. Dieu salt quel en sera T^y^nement. Pour inoi 
j^'ai quitt^ pour jamais la politique, et avec la permisBiOD 
des bons gens qui sont maintenant en vogue, je demen- 
rerai la reste de ma vie en mon hermitage pour songer a 
mon salut. 

^JSecjietai7t9tli€DiiVeoCT\MJUA7, K.^ 
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Adieu, monsieur, et me faites la justice de croire, que 
je suis, avecbeaucoup de respect, monsieur, yotre, &c. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

ATS LORD, Dublin, July 10, 1715. 

It may look like an idle or officious thing in me, to 
give your lordsliip any interruption under your present 
circumstances : yet I could never forgive myself, if, after 
being tieated for several years with the greatest kind- 
ness and distinction, by a person of your lordship's vir- 
tue, I should omit making you at this time the humblest 
ofifers of my poor service and attendance. It is tiie first 
time I ever solicited you in my own behalf; and if I am 
refused, it will be the first request you ever refused me. 
I do not think myself obliged to regulate my opinions 
by the proceedings of a house of lords or commons ; and 
therefore, however they may acquit themselves in your 
lordship's case, I shall take the liberty of thinking and 
calling your lordship the ablest and faithfullest minister, 
and tniest lover of your country, that this age has pro- 
duced : and I have already taken care that you shall be 
80 represented to posterit}', in spite of all the rage and 
malice of your enemies. And this I know will not be 
wholly indifferent to your lordship ; who next to a good 
conscience, always esteemed reputation your best po0^ 
session. Your intrepid behaviour under this prosecu- 
tion astonishes every one but me, who know you so 
well, and bow little it is iu the power of human ai6tion8 
or events to discompose you. I have seen your lord^ 
ship labouring under greater difficulties, and exposed to 
greater dangers, and overcoming both, by the provi- 
dence of God, and your own wisdom 9ji& coaT^^c-^ 
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Your life has been already attempted bj private malice ; 
it is oow pursued by public reaeDtineot. JNothing else 
remaiued. You vere destined to both trials ; and the 
same power, which delivered you out of the paws of the 
lion aad the bear, will, I trust, deliver you out of the 
hands of the uucircumcised. 

I can write no more. You suffer for a good cause ; for 
having preserved your country, and for having been the 
great instrument, under God, of his present^majesty's 
peaceable accession to the throne. This I know, and 
this your enemies know; and this I will take care that 
all the world shall know, and future ages be convinced 
of. God Almighty protect you, and continue to yoa 
that fortitude and magnanimity he has endowed you 

with! Farewell 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM DR. FREIND.* 

KB. DEAN, Westnu Sept. 20, 1715. 

I AM much obliged to Lady Kerry for giving you an 
occasion of writing, and shall always be pleased in re- 
ceiving any commands from you. Mr. Fltzmauricef it 
Teiy promising, and a favourite of mine already. I had 
never seen or heard from any one that was concerned for 
bim, till I had the favour of yours; but as I bad takei 
a particular notice of him on his own account, I shall 
now do it much more upon yours. This will be brought 
to you by your kinsman, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I caa 
tell you, that he has behaved himself very- well bere^ 

* Robert Frelnd, D. D. master of l^estminiter school. JL 
f He had been placed at the school fagr Swift, N. 
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He 18 not of the highest sort, but is verj sober and in- 
ditttriousy and vill work out his way, and, I believe, de- 
serve any eDcour^ement jou are pleased to give him. 
Things are in an odd posture with us at present ; ■ and 
the state of banishment you are in, may be endured 
without m.uch regret : however, I shall hope in a little 
time to see you here, when more of your friends are iu 
town. 

The bishop* and my brotherf are much yoursy and 
▼ery desirous of a happy meeting with you. Before 
this can be with you, you will be able to guess how soou 
that may happen. And may it be as soon as is wished 
by, sir, • 

Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

R. FREIND. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

I WAS extremely pleased to find you had not forgot 
your friends, when it is so hard for them to write you, 
and by their concern for you, put you in mind of them. 
But I find no misfortunes can lessen your friendship, 
which is so great, as to blind you of the side of their 
iauHs, and make you believe you see virtues in them, 
it were happy for them they enjoyed in any degree ; 
foTj I am sure, some of those you named are much 
wanted at this time. I was, as you heard, very well 
pleased, that my friend:}: was safe as to hb person, but 

* Dr. Francis Atterbury, bishop of Rochester. B. 
t John Freind, M. D. B. 

% The duke, who being suspected of treasonable practices, or dv- 
^fagns, west abroad. H« 

V 2 
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very uneasy at seeing Ins i^eputatioD so treated. Aa ta 
bis fortune^ it is yet in dispute. However, as long as 
he is we11» I am satisfied. It is with difficulty f do 
hear; but now and tlien a straggling body brings me an 
account of him : for there has been no encouragement 
to write by the post, all letters miscarrying, that either 
he or I have wrote that way, that we have given it 
over now, and trust to accident for the news of each 
other. I hope I shall hear from you oftener than I have 
done for some months past : for no friend you have -hfli 
iDore respect for you, than your most humble servant. 
Tour niece Betty* is your humble servant. 



JO MR. POPE. 

rhtblin, Jan. 28, 1715—16. 

My Lord Bishop of Clogherf gave me your kind 
letter full of reproaches for my not writing. I am na» 
turally no very exact correspondent, and when I leave a 
couDtiy without probability of returning, I think as sel* 
dom as I can of what I loved or esteemed in it, to avoid 
tlie desiderium which of all things makes life most un- 
easy. But you must give me leave to add one thii^ 
that you talk at your ease, being wholly unconcerned 
in public events : for, if your friends the wh]«:s continue^ 
you may hope for some favour \ if the tones retum4 yoQ 

* Her in^ce*! daughter. H. 

f Dr. 8t George Ashe, formerly a FeHow of Trinity CoUcf 
Diibliiii (,to whom the Dean was ft ptipil) afterward Biihop of Clo 
her, 1697 ; and translated to the see of Derry in 1716-17. It was 
who married Swift to Mrs. Johnson, 1716-17 ; and performed the ' 
lemony in a garden. Dr. Wabton. 

^ in a manuscript letter of Lord Bolingbroke it is said, ** t' 
^feorge L jet oat from Hanover wUW uie^uUun of opprcseing m 
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are at least rare of quiet. You know how well I loved 
both Lord Oxford and Boliugbroke, and how dear the 
Duke of Ormond is to roe : do you imagine I can be 
easy while their enemies are endeavouring to take off 
their heads ; / lucnc, et versus tecum meditare ctuiorus^--^ 
]>o you imagine I can be easy, wlien I think of the pro- 
liable consequences of these proceedings perhaps upon 
the very peace of the nation, but certainly of the minds 
of so many hundred thousand good subjects ? Upon 
the whole, you may truly attribute my silence to the 
eclipse, but it was that eclipse which happened on the 
first of August."*" 

I borrowed your Homer from the bishop (mine is not 
yet landed) and read it out in two evenings. If it pleases 
others as well as me, you have got your end in profit and 
reputation ; yet I am angry at some bad rhymes and 
triplets, and pray in your next do not let me have so 
many unjustifiable rhymesf to war and gods. I tell you 
all the faults I know, only in one or two places you arc a 
little obscure ; but I expected you to be so in one or two- 
and-twenty. I have heard no foul talk of it here, for 
indeed it is not come over; nor do we very mucb 
abound in judges, at least I have not the honour to be 
acquainted with them. Your notes are perfectly goo4 

of men that would be quiet 8u1)ject8. But as soon as be came into 
Bolland a contrary resolution was taken at tbe earnest imiKntunity 
of tbc alliefi, and particularly of Hcinrius, and some of the wbigf. 
Lord Townsbcnd came triumpbing to acquaint Lord Somerswitb all 
the nicarares of proscription and of persecution which they intended^ 
and to which the king had at last consented. The old peer asked 
what he meant, and shed tears on the foresight of measures like 
those of the Roman Triumvirate ** Dr. Warton. ' 

* Tbe day of Queen A.nae*s demise, 1714. Dr. Warton; 

f He was frequently carping at Pope for many rhymes in many 
•ther parts of his works. His own were remarkably eouct D^ 
Wahtox. ^ . 

V 3 
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tod 80 are your preface and essay.* You were pieUy 
bold in mentiouing Lord Bolingbroke in that pi'eface. 
I saw the Key to the Lock but yesterday : I thiok you 
have diaoged it a good deal, to adapt it to the preseai 
tia)es.t 

God be thanked I have yet do pariiameolary busi- 
oess, and if they have none with me, I shall never seek 
their acquaintance. I have not been very fond of them 
for some years past, not wlien I thought them tolerably 
good ( and therefore if I can get leave to be absent, I 
shall be much incluied to be on that side when there is 
a parliament on this : but truly I must be a little easy 
injmy taiadX before I can think of Scriblcrus. 

You are to understand, that I live in the corner of a 
vast unfurnished house : my family consists of a stew- 
ard, a groom, a helper in the stable, a footman, and an 
old maid, who are all at board wag(;s, and when I do not 
dine abroad, or make an entertainment, (which last is 
ver}' rai*e) I eat a mutton pie, and drink half a pint of 
wine : my amusements are defending my small dominions 

* Qiven to him by Parnrll ; and with which Pope told Mr. Spence^ 
he was very well satisfied, though he corrected it again and again. 
Dr. Warton. 

f Put these last two ohsprvatioos together, and it will appear, tbaA 
Mr. Pope was never wanting to his friends for fear of party, nor 
would he insult a ministry to humour them. He said of himself, and 
i believe he said truly, thai " he never wrote a line to gratify the 
«xumot»ity of acy one party at the expense of another." See tke 
•• Letter to a Noble Lord.'* Warburto:«. 

. X Never was exhibited so strong and lamentable a picture oi dit- 
appointed ambition as in this and some other letters of the Dean« 
Whea we consider the fidelity and ability with which he served the 
queen's last ministry, we are surprised tiiat they gave him no higher 
preferment, bnt banished him, as it were, to Ireland. The fact isi 
bis friends, though ministers, had it not in their power to do more 
Ibr him than th^y did ; -but, as is the constant practice of all minis- 
ters, carefiilly concealed from hkn their inability to serve bim, tQ. 
Jt0tp him steady id his di^eniieQe« ^ then. Dr. Wartov. 
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tgftiost the archbishop, and eodeavouring to reduce my 
rebellious choir. Perditur hose inUr tmreso lux. I de- 
ore you will present my humble service to Mr. Addison, 
Mr. Coog[reve, and Mr. Kowe, and Gay. I am, and 
will be always, extremely yours, &c. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

XT LOBD, DubUrC, March 24, 1715-16. 

As much as your lordship's t1iouo;!its and time are 
employed at present, you must give me leave to inter- 
rupt them, and, which is worse, for a tiiflc ; though, by 
the accidents of time and party, of some consequence 
and great vexation to me. I am here at the head of 
three-and-twenty dignitanes and prebendaries, whereof 
the major part, diiTering from me in principles, have 
taken a fancy to oppose me upon all occasions in the 
chapterhouse ;'^ and a ringleader among them has prcs 
Mimed to debate my power of proposing, or my nega- 
tive, tliough it is what the deans of this cathedral have 
possessed for time immemorial, and what has never bees 
once disputed. Our constitution was taken from thai 
of Sarum ; and the knowledge of what is practised there 
io the like case would be of great use to me. I have 
written this post to Dr. Younger,! to desire he would 

* Alter some time of hb settlement in Dublin, his former and most 
intimate corresp9ndent, Archbishop King, with some of his old 
friends, but chiefly Mr. Dongat, the chaunter, and nephew to the 
archbishop, set themselves against his jurisdiction with all their- 
force, &C. Tee a spirited letter of Swifl^l to Archbishop King (whose 
yngudices appear to have continued long after,) dated May 18^ 
1727. N. 

f D. D. QfBSagdalen coUegje, Oskt^ He obtained th« de«afis^ 
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iDform me in this matter ; but, having oulj a slender 
acquaintance with him, I would b^ your lorddiip to 
second my request, that the dean would please to let me 
know the practice of his cathedral, and bis power in 
this point. I would likewise desire your lorddrip H 
let me know how it is at Westminster, and the two 
other cathedrals, ¥ ith whose customs you may be ac- 
quainted. 

Pray, my lord, pardon this idle request from one that 
loves and esteems you, as you know I do. I once 
thought it would never be my misfortune to entertak 
you at so scurvy a rate, at least not at so great a diataoce, 
or with so much constraint : 

" Sis Felix, nostrumque leves [I do not like fuicttn^Ue*] laboiMi; 
'* Et quo sub ccelo tandem, quibus orbis ia oris 
** Jacteinur, doceas/'f 

The greatest felicity I now have is, that I am utterly 
ignorant of the most public events that happen in tht 
world: 

*' Multa gemens^ ignominiam plagasquc,^ &c. 

I am, with the greatest respect and truth, my lord, yoor 
lordship^s most dutiful and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

of Salisbury in 1703 ; died Feb. 27, 1727-8 ; and was buried andtr flie 
south isle of St. Paul's cathedral, without any monument N. 

* The qtuuunqtie of Virgil was more favourable to the zcaknn ad- 
mirers of the memory of Queen Anne. N. 

f " But tell a stranger, long in tempests toss'd, 
** What earth we tread, or who commands the coast.** 

Dryden, /En, i,457. N. 

X iTfais phrase seems to have been deeply impressed oii'the Dean's 

mind. He uses it again, in a letter to Mr. Pope, Oct. 30, 1727; ** 1 

^rgave Sir Robert a thousand pounds, multa gtmtnsj" TiM liBe 

itbove U ft*om Virg. Georg. ui)23l^ ^« 
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FROM BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

•eoD XR. BEAN, BrcmUtf,^ April 6^ 171 6. 

Mt gout kept me so Iod^ a prisoner at Westminster 
flds winter, that I have fixed at Bromley this spring 
HHich Booner than ever I yet did, for ivhich reason my 
meeting with Dr. Younger will he more difficult that it 
would be, had I been still at the deanery.f 

The best (or rather the worst) is, that I believe he 
can say nothing to you upon the matter about which 
you write, which will please you. Hu deanery:}; is of 
die old foundation, and in all such foundations the deans 
have no extraordinary power or privilege, and are 
Bothing more than residentiaries, with a peculiar corps 
belonging to them as deans; the first of the chapter, but 
SHch, whose presence is not necessary toward the des- 
patch of any one capitular act, the senior residentiary 
supplying their absence, in every case, with full authori- 
ty. Thus, I say, the case generally is in the old dean- 
^ tries, unless where the local statutes may have expressly 
merved some peculiar power or privilege to the deans 
of those churches. But none of them, I dare say, have 
a negative, either by common law, custom, or local sta- 
tute. Thus much to show you, that a nice search into 
the peculiar rights of the Dean of Sarum will be need- 
less, if not mischievous to you. The three deaneries 
which I have had, are all of the new foundation, by 
Heory YIII. or Clueen Elizabeth. In tlie charters of 

* Bromlay in Kent,.whtfre the bishops of Bochester have an epMco- 
|al palace. H. 

f Of Weftminster, which has long been connected n'itli the Bishopric 
of Rocberter. H. 

t or Balisborjf . N. 
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all tliere is a clause, empowering the dean to make, pun^ 
ish, and uumake all tlie officers. In the statutes of one 
of them (Carlisle) tlie dean's consent, in all the grancres 
causce, is made expi-esslj necessary, and in the other two 
nothing from the foundation of those churches ever pass- 
ed tlie seal without the dean's sigilletur first written on 
tlie lease, patent, presentation, &c. which is a manifest ' 
and uncontested proof of his negative. As to the power 
of proposing, that I apprehend not to be exclusive to tht 
< other members of chapters. It is a point chiefly of de- 
cency and convenience ; the dean being the principal 
person, and supposed best to be acquainted with the 
affaii's of the churchy and in what order they are fittest 
to be transacted. But if any one else of the body will 
propose any thing, and the rest of the chapter will d^ 
bate it, I see not how the dean can hinder themy^unlesi 
it be by leaving the chapter ; and that itself will be at 
BO moment in churches, where his absence does not 
break up and dissolve the chapter ; as it does, where his 
consent to any thing there treated of is expressly requi^ 
ed before it can pass into an act. Where, indeed, he it' 
.allowed such a negative, he is generally allowed to make 
all proposals ; because it would be to no purpose for any 
one to make a proposition which he can quash by a 
dissent : but this is not, I say, a matter of right, but pnh- 
dence. 

Upon the whole, the best advice I can give you, iSf 
whatever your powers are by statute or usage, not to in- 
sist on them too strictly in either of the cases mentioned ' 
by you, unless you are very sure of the favour and coun- 
tenance of your visitor. The lawyers, you will find, 
whenever such points come before them for a decisioo^ 
are very apt to disregard statutes and custom in such 
eases ; and to say that their books make the act of the 
wajmij of the corporaliQU tio^Xe^ ^V^^^hA-body, 
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without coDsideriiig whether the dean be among the 
miDority or DOt And therefore your utmost dexterity 
and address will be necessary, in order to prevent such 
a trial of your right at common law ; which, it is ten to 
one (especially as things now stand) will go against you. 
If the refractory part of your chapter are stout, and men 
of any sense, or supported underhand, (the last of these 
19 highly probable) you had better make use of expedi- 
ents to decline the difSculty, than bring it at present to 
a decidoD. These arc the best lights, and this the best 
advice I can give you, after a long experience of the 
natural consequence of such stmggles, and a careful 
fearch into the foundation of the powers and privileges 
claimed and disputed on the one side and the other. I 
wish I could say any thing more to your satisfaction, 
but I cannot; and I think, in all such cases, the best in- 
stance I can give you of my friendship, is not to deceive 
you. 

There is a statute in the latter end of King Henry 
the eighth's reign worthy of your perusal. The title of 
it relates to the leases of hospitals, d:c. and the tenour 
of it did, in my apprehension, seem always to imply, 
that, without the dean, master, &c. nothing could be 
legally done by the corporation. But the lawyers 
will not allow this to be good doctrine, and say, that 
statute (notwithstanding a constant phrase of it) deter- 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the most, implies it 
only as to such deaneries, &e. where the dean, master, 
to. have the right of a negative, by statute or usage. 
And few lawyers, there are, who will allow even thus 
much. I cannot explam myself farther on that head ; 
but, when you peruse the statute, you will see what I 
mean ; though, after all, it does not, I believe, include 
Ireland. However, I look upon it as a declaration of 
the common law here io England. 
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I am Bony, you have any occasioa to write to me on 

these heads, aod much lorrier that I am Dot able to give \ 

you aoy tolerable account of them. God forgive those \ 

who have fumiBhed me with this knowledge, by iuvolv- < 

iug me designedly into those squabbles. I thank God) i 

I have forgiven tliem. ] 

I will enter into nothing but the inquiries of your let* |i 

ter, and therefore add not a word more, either in Eng- i 

lish or Latin, but that I am, witli great esteem^ good ^ 

Mr. Dean, r 

Tour very aflfectionate humble servant, i 

FB. BOFFEN. ;[ 



lie 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 



MT LORD, Jpril 18, 17]li 

I AM extremely obliged to your lordship for the trofr 
ble you have given yourself in answering at length <• 
very insignificant letter. I shall entirely follow yo0 
lordship's advice to the best of my skill. Tour conjeo 
lures from whence my difficulties take their rise M |i 
perfectly true. It is all party. But the right is csr 
tainly on my side, if there be any thing in constant ilih 
memorial custom. Besides, though the first Ecbene d 
this cathedral was brought from Sarum, yet, by seven! 
subsequent grants, from popes, kings, archbishops, tai 
acts of parliament, the dean has great prerogatives. Be 
visits the chapter as ordinary, and the archbishop otkf 
visits by the dean. The dean can suspend and seqiM- 
ter aoy member, and punishes all crimes except bexttfy 
and one or two more reserved for the archbishop. 1ft 
lease can be let without him. He holds a court leet in 
district, and la exem^ji traok Um Uicd mayor, Ac^ 
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Ko chapter can be called but b^ him, and he diflaolves 
them at pleasure. He disposes absolutely of the petty 
canoos and vicars choral places. All the dignitaries, 
&e. swear canonical obedience to him. These circum- 
stances put together, I presume, may alter the case' in 
your lordship's judgment. However, I shall, as your 
lordship directs me, do my utmost to divert this con- 
troversy as much as I can. I must add one thing, that 
no dignitary can preside without a power from the dean, 
who, in hb absence, makes a subdean, and limits him as 
he pleases. And so much for deaneries, which I hope 
I shall never trouble your lordship with again. 

I send this enclosed, and without superscription, to be 
sent or delivered to you by a famous friend of mine, and 
devoted servant of your lordship's. 

I congratulate with England for joining with us here 
in the fellowship of slavery. It is not so terrible a thing 
•s you imagine ; we have long lived under it ; and when- 
ever you are disposed to know how you ought to be- 
hive yourselves in your new condition, you need go no 
iurther than me for a director. But, because we are re- 
•folved to go beyond you, we have transmitted a bill to 
;£ng1and, to be returned here, giving the government and 
u of the council power for three years to imprison 
whom they please for three months, without any trial or 
{examination ; and I expect to be among the first of those 
-.npon whom this law will be executed. We have also 
-jflUtdone you in the business of Ben Hoadly ; and have 
Mcoromended to abishoprick one"^ whom you would not 
-lllow a curate in the smallest of your parishes. Does 
your lordship know that, as much as I have been used 
to lies in England, I am under a thousand uneasinesses 
riKMit some reports relating to a personf that you and 1 

' * Dr. Charles Carr, bishop of KSlaloe. N. 

f From the foIlowiDg not* the person aJ^oAed iM. w^^^x%^h% 
hard BoUaghroke, N. 
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love very well ? I have writ to a lad^ upon that wdih 
ject, atid am impatient for an answer. I am gathering 
up a thousand pounds, and intend to finish my life upon 
the interest of it in Walesb 

God Almighty preserve your lordship mtseris sue- 
turrere rehus^ whether you understand or relish Latin 
or no. But it is a great deal your fault if you suffer us 
all to be undone ; for Ood never gave such talents with- 
out expecting they should be uBed to preserve a nation. 
There is a doctorf in your neighbourhood to whom I 
am a very humble servant. I am, with great respect, 
your lordship's most dutiful, ^. 

J. BWIFT. 

Some persorjs go this summer for England ; and if 
Dr. Younger be talked with, I hope you will so order 
k that it may not be to my disadvantage.;^ - 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE.§ 

MR. DEAN, London, May 5, 1 7 1 0. '' 

Your latter came in very good time to me, when I 
was full of vexation and trouble, which all vanishe^ 
finding that you were so good to remember me under 
my afflictions, which have been not greater than you can 
think, but much greater than I can express. I am now 
in town; business called me hither; and whenihatis 

* Lady Bolingbroke. See her aniwer, dated Aug. 4, 1716. N. 

t Dr. R. Freiod. N. 

X This seems to imply a wish in Swift to exchange hii deanery of 
St Patricks for that of Sanim. N. 

( Daughter and coheiress of Sir Henry Winchcomb, of Bucklt* 
lmif,Betk3^Bzst Mr.StJoliaiaMviftdtkliUdyia 1700. N, 
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d I thall retire with more comfort tbftn I came. 
; forsake ao old friend, nor believe reports whicb 
lodalous and false. Tou are pleased to inquire 
\y beaith ; I can pve you no good account of St 
ent ; but that country, whither I shall go next 
will, I hope, set me up. As to my temper, if it 
ible, I am more insipid and dull than ever, except 
t places, and there I am a little fury, especially 
f dare mention my dear lord without respect 
sometimes happens ; for good manners and rela- 
p are laid aside in this town ; it is not hard for 
guess whom I mean. I have not yet seen her 
^ but design it in a day or two : we have kept a 
it correspondence ever since our m.sfor.uoes, and 
lee is pleased to call me sister. There is nobody 
world has a truer respect and value for her than 
. I send this to my friend John, and beg you, 
you do me the favour of an answer, to send it 
I, who will take care to convey it to me in the 
y ; for your letter lay a long while before it came 
hands. I beg yon to look with a friendly eye 
11 my faulu and blots in this letter, and that you 
slieve me what I really am, your most faithful 
e servant, 

F. B. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

)ju^. OaUaanmy June 17, 171$. 

kVE an account by this post that your grace in- 
n two or three days to go for England. I heartily 

* The Dacheii of Ormond. 6. 
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wkh yoa a good voyage, and a speedy return, witht 
perfect recovery of your health, and succan in iJI your 
undertakings for the service of the church. I lately 
applied myself to some persons who I thought bad credit 
with your grace, that they would prevail on you to ooa- 
sent that Mr, Dopping should have St Nicholas, and 
that Mr. Chamberlain, upon surrendering a sinecure 
(fallen by the late promotion) to Mr. Wall, might suo^ 
ceed to St Luke's ; and having heard your grace was 
not disinclined to thia scheme, I tbouglit you had au- 
thority enough to make it go down with Mr. Cbambe^ 
lain, who would be a gainer by the exchange, and, having 
already a plentiful fortune, woidd have as good an op- 
portunity ol'sbowing his abilities in one parish as in the 
other. I should add my humble cnti-caties to your grace 
to consent to tliis proposal, if 1 had not so many reaaoas 
to apprehend that it would succeed just so much the 
worse for my solicitation. I confess, every friend I 
have, discovered long before myself that I Jiad wfaoHy 
lost yoiur grace^s favour, and this to a degree that all 
whom I was disposed to serve were sure to thrive the 
worse for my friendship to tlicm ; particularly, I have 
been assured that Mr. Wall would not have failed ef 
tlie prebend of Malaliiddart, if he had not been tiKMigfat 
too much attached to me ; for it is alleged, that accord- 
ing to your grace's own scheme of uniting the prebends 
to the vicarages, it would almost have fallen to him of 
course; and I remember the poor gentleman had al* 
ways a remote hope of that prel)end wlicnevcr Dr. 
Moor should quit it. Mr. Wall came lately down to 
me to Trim upon that disappointment, and I was so free 
as to ask him, whether he thought my friendship had 
done him hurt ; but he was either so meek, or so fear* 
ful of offending, that he would by no means impute his 
misfortune to any thing beside his want of merit, and 
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flOBie murepresentatioiis ; which latter I must confess to 
have found irith grie( to have more than once infki- 
eaoed you against some, who bj their conduct to your 
gnce have deserved a quite different treatment. With 
respect to myself^ I can assure your grace, that those 
who are most in your confidence, make it no manner of 
secret, that several clergymen have lost your grace's 
ftviMir by their civilities to me. I do not say any thing 
of this by way of complaint, which I look upon to be 
an oiBce too mean for any man of spirit and integrity, 
bat merely to know whether it be possible for me to be 
upo« aay better terms with your grace, without which I 
shall be able to do very little good in the small station 
I an placed. The friendship I had with the late mi- 
nistry, and the trust they were pleased to repose in me, 
were chiefly applied to do all the service to tlie church 
that I was able. I had no ill designs, nor ever knew 
any in them. I was the continual advocate for all men 
of merit without regard of party ; for which it is known 
enough that I was sufficiently censured by some warm 
meot and in a more particular manner for vindicating 
your grace in an affair where I tliought you were mis- 
represented, and you seemed desirous to be set right 
And upon the whole, this I can faithfully assure your 
grace, that I was looked upon as a trimmer, and one 
that was providing against a change, for no other reason 
but defending your giace's principles in church and 
state ; which I think might pass for some kind of merit 
in one who never either had or expected any mark of 
your favour^ And I cannot but think it hard, that I 
moat upon all occasions be made uneasy in my station, 
have dormant prebends revived on purpose to oppose 
me^ and this openly acknowledged by those- who say 
they act under your grace's direction. That instead of 
being able to do a good office to a deserving friend, n9 
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all my predeceasora have beeii, it is thought a matter of 
accusation for any ooe to cultivate my acquaintance. 
This I must think to be hard treatment, and though I 
regard not the consequences as far as they are 'intended 
to affect myself yet your grace may live to lament 
those which from thence may happen to the church. 

When I was first made dean, your grace was pleased, 
in a very condescending manner, to write to me that you 
desired my friendship : I was then in the service of the 
ministry, and the peace was made; and if I had any 
share in their ill designs I was then guilty, hut I do not 
know that I have ever done any thing since to forfeit 
your good opinion : I confess I lost many firiends by the 
queen's death, but I will never imagine your grace to 
be of the number. 

I have given your grace too long a trouble. I hom- 
bly beg your blessing, and shall remain ever, with the 
greatest truth and respect, my Iqrd, 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most bumble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



FROM MB, POPE, 

June 20, 1710. 
I CANNOT suffer a friend to cross the Irish seas, with- 
out bearing a testimony from me of the constant esteem 
and affection I am both obliged and inclined to have for 
you. It is better he should tell you than I, how often 
you are in our thoughts and in our cups, and how I 
learn to sleep less,""" and drink more, whenever you are 

* AUudinc to hafl eoMtmat ciist«ni of ileepiiig after dinoer. Oi. 
W&iroR. 
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•uiicd among us. I look upon a friend in Ireland as 
iipcm a friend in the other world, whom (popishly speak- 
ing) I believe constantly well-disposed toward me, and 
ready to do me all the gooil he can, in that state of se** 
paration, though I hear nothing from him, and make ad- 
dresses to him but very rarely. A protectant divine can- 
DGft take it amiss that I treat him in the same manner 
with my patron saint. 

I can tell you no news, but what you will not suifi- 
(iently wonder at, that I suffer many things as an author 
militant ; whereof in your days of probation, you have 
been a sharer, or you had not arrived to that triumphant 
state you now deservedly enjoy in the church. As for 
me, I have not the least hopes of tlie cardinalate, though 
I sUflTer for my religion in almost every weekly paper. 
I have begun to take a pique at the psalms of David, if 
the wicked may be credited, who have printed a scan- 
dalous one* in my namef. This report I dare not dis- 
courage too much, in a prospect I have at present of a 
poet under the Marquis de Langallere4 wherein if I caa 
lut do some signal service against the pope, I may be 
oosiderably advanced by the Turks, the only religious 
eople I dare confide in. If it should happen hereafter 
at I should write for the holy law of Mahomet, I hope 
may make no breach between you and me ; every one 
tst live, and I beg you will not be the man to manage 
controversy against me. The church of Rome I 
Ije (from many modern symptoms, as well as ancient 
tliecies) to be in a declining condition ;§ that of £ng- 

•CurlPf collection. Dr. Warton. 

', is observable that he doth not deny bis being the irriterof 

Dr. Wartos. 
le who made a noise tlien^ as Couot Bonneval has done since. 

ARTON. 

etc words are remarkable. What would he hnve said, if he 
a what hashappcued in France [1794] p and what is likely to 

.. xvi* o 
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« 

land will in a short time be scarce able to msdntaio hei 
own familj ; so churches sink as generally as banks In 
Europe, and for the same reason: that religion and 
trade, which at first were open and free, have been re- 
duced into the management of companies, and the rogueij 
of directors. 

I do not know whj I tell jou all this, but that I al- 
wajs loved to talk to you; but this is not the time fix 
any man to talk to the purpose. Truth is a kind of con- 
traband commodity which I would not venture to export, 
and therefore the only thing tending diat dangerous way 
which I shall say, is, that I am and always will be, with 
the utmost sincerity, 

Tout's^ ix. 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE. 

SBAR SIR, ^ London^ Aug. 4, 1716. 

I WISH your last had found me in the countiy, but, to 
my misfortune, I am still kept in town, soliciting my un- 
fortunate business. I have found great favour from hb 
majesty. But form is a tedious tbisg to waif upon. 
Since it is my fate, I must bear it with patience, and 
perfect it, if I can ; for there is nothing like follofwing 
business one's self.. I am unwilling to stir without the 
seals, which I hope to have soon. I have been veiy 
Ul ; this place never agreeing with me, and less now than 
ever, it being prodigious hot weather. 

I know not what to say as to one part of yours; only 

happen, by the diffusion of learning and Mtence, in all the other ca- 
tholic countries of Europe? such events are stupendous ; Non htnnn* 
nunwM DivQmeveniMTU* Bb. Warton. 
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this, that 70U will forgive the fe^rs of a woman, if she 
«ays she is glad it i& as it is, though it has almost ruined 
her. I hope, one time or other, his majesty will fiud 
my lord '■ has been misrepresented ; and, by that means^ 
he may be restored to his country once mone with 
honour ; or else, however harsh it may sound out of my 
.mouth, I had rather wear black. These are my real 
MDlimentii. I never thought myself, nor my health, of 
any GODsequence till lately ; and since you tell me it is 
80 to the unworthy, as you please to term it, I shall take 
cave of it : for the worthy, which I once thought so, 
they are good for nothing, but to neglect distressed 
friends. Those few friends I meet with now, are worth 
a thousand relations : that I found long ago. We have 
Uie happiness of odd, half-witted relations, and silly, ob* 
stinate, opioiatre fdcnds, that are a severe plague to me. 
I never could have the pleasure of talking one moment 
to the Duchess of Ormond. She had always company, 
and some that I wish she had not. She is now out of 
town, and we do not correspond at present. I wish her 
all happiness, and in better hands as to her business. 
You have a much better opinion of me than I deserve ; 
but I will study all I can to merit that favour, which 
you are kind to assure me ot 

I wish it were possible for us two to meet, that I might 
assure you, in person, that I am yours most faithfully. 

P. S. Yours caid^ safe. I hope this will to yoti. 
There is a lady who never forgets you, and a particu- 
lar friend to me, and has been a great comfort to me 
in my trouble; I mean my tenant : she is Sow in the 
countiy, to my grief. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

August 30, 1716. 

I HAD the favour of yours by Mr. Ford, of f^hom, be- 
fore auy other question relating to your health, or for- 
tiuie, or success as a poet, I inquired your principles in 
the common form, *' is he a whi^ or a iQty ?^' I am sor- 
ry to find they are not so well tallied to the present 
juncture as I could wish. I always thought the terms 
of facto and jure hdid been introduced by the poets, and 
that possession of any sort in kings was held an unex- 
ceptionable title in the court of Parnassus. . If you do 
Dot grow a perfect good subject in all its present lati- 
tudes, I shall conclude you are become rich, and able to 
live without dedications to men in po^er, whereby one 
great inconvenience will follow, that you and the world 
and posterity will be utterly ignorant of their virtues. 
For, either your brethren have miserably deceived us 
these hundred years past : or power confers virtue, as 
naturally as five of your popish sacraments do grace. 
You sleep less, and drink more. But your master Ho- 
race was vini sommque hentgnus :^ and, as I take it, 
both are proper for your trade. As to wine, there are 
a thousand poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as 
to the other, I know it* was anciently the custom to 
sleep in temples for those who would consult the oracles^ 
** who dictates to me slumbering,'^t &e. 

* " Indulgent to himself in sleep and wine." Dr. Warton. 

' f Milton f Paradise Lost, book ix. verse 23. On this passage Dr. 
Wartoo remaiks, that '* this i^ the only time ^Swift ever alludes to 
Milton ; who was of an order of writers very different from wh»t 
Swift admired and imitated /* an assertion which it may not be im* 
proper to controvert. To pass over an allusion to Miiton^s prote 
writings', be t'.T ice mentions ** Paradise Lost" with commendatioo; 

but iv/idt is aiiW more to the purpose la the late excellent edition of 
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You are an ill catholic, jor a vrorse geographer, for I 
can assure you, Ireland is not Paradise, and I appeal 
even to any Spanish divine, whether addresses were 
ever made to a friend in Hell or Purgatory. And who 
are all those enemies you hint at ? I can only think of 
Curll, Gildon, 'Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few 
others, whose fame I have foi-got : tools, in my opinion, 
as necessary for a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. 
And besides, I would fain know whetlier every draper 
does not show you three or four damned pieces of stuff 
to set off his good one ? However, I will grant that 
one thorough bookselling rogue is better qualified to vex 
an author, than all his contemporary scribblers in critic 
or satire, not only by stolen copies of what was incorrect 
or unfit for the public, but by downright laying other 
men's dulness at your door. I had a long design upon 
the ears of that Curll, when I was in credit ; but the 



MUton^s " Poetical Works," by the Rev. H. J. Todd, vol. ii. p. 137, 
a note is given from the margin of Swift's copy of ** Paradise Lost ;V 
which having excited my cnriosity, I have been favoured with the 
fbUowing extract of a letter addressed to Mr. Todd from J. C. Walker, 
Emi> well known to the litetary world by his Historical Memoir on 
Italian Tragedy, and several other ingenious -pablicatioos: ** ( had 
once in my possession a book which might be of great use to you, a 
copy of the Paradise Lost, with marginal notes in the handwriting Of 
the celebrated Dean Swift, for the use «f Mrs. Johnson and her friend 
Mrs. Dingley. But tliis book, which belonged to the late Mr. John 
Whiteway (whose name appears in Swift's will,) is, I fear, lost ; nor 
can I find an exact transcript which I made of these notes. It is true 
these notes were rather explanatory than critical ; they served to 
Justify Dr. Johnson's assertion, ** that Stella had not much litera- 
ture." — By the remarks on Bishop Burnet's preface to the ** History 
•r the Reformation ;" on ** Gibbs's Pftalms ;" and on " Mackay't 
Characters ;" some idea may be formed of the value of his marginal 
Botes. And it may not be anaceeptable to the curious to be informed 
that in the library of the Marquis of Lansdowo, is preserved the 
Dean's copy of Herbet's History of Henry VIIJ. (which, it appears in 
rot. L be had in 1606-7 beeo reading with attention \) and aliA\i^v& 
fopy of Biihop Baniet's ** History of the BeConnalVou:'^ '^^ 
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rogue would uever allow me a fair stroke at them, al- 
though my peokoife was ready drawn and sharp. I can 
liardly believe the relation of hi^ being poisoned, al- 
though the historian pretends to have been an eyewit- 
ness : but I beg pardon, sack might do it, although rats- 
bane would not I never saw the thing you mention as 
falsely imputed to you ; but I think the frolicks of meny 
hours, even when we are guilty, should not be left to the 
mercy of our best friends, until Curll and his resemUer^ 
are hanged. 

With submission to the better judgment of you and 
your friends, I take your project of an employment un- 
der th£ Turks to be idle and, unnecessary. Have a lit- 
tle patience, and you will find more merit and encour- 
agement at home, by tlie same methods. You are ud- 
grateful to your country ; quit but your own religioo, 
and ridicule ours, and that will allow you a free choice 
for any other, or for none at all, and pay you well into 
the bargain. Therefore, pray do not run and disgrace 
us among the Turks, by telling them you were forced to 
leave your native home, because we would oblige yoa 
to be a christian ; whereas we will make it appear to 
all the world, that we only compelletl you to be a 
whig. 

There is a young ingenious quaker in this town who 
writes verses to his mistress, not very correct, but in a 
strain purely what a poetical quakjer should do, com- 
mending her look and habit, «&c. It gave me a hint 
that a set of quaker pastorals might succeed, if oor 
friend Gay* could fancy it, and I think it a fruitful sub- 
ject ; pray hear what be says. I believe fanher, the 
pastord ridicule is not exhausted $ and tftiat a porter, 
footman, or chairman^s pastoral mig^t do well. Or what 

* Gvy did write a pastoral of this kind, which is puhUihed ia Bit 

^Orks. WiABVftTON. 
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thiok you of a Nevrgate pastoral, amoog the nrhores and 
thieves there ?* 

Lastly, to cooclude, I love you never the urorse for • 
seldom writing to you. I am in an obscure scene, where 
you know neither thing nor person. I can only answev 
yours, which I promise to do after a sort whenever you 
think fit to employ me. But I can assure you, the scene 
and the times have depressed me wonderfully, for I will 
impute no defect to those two paltry years which have 
slipped by since I had the happiness to see you. I am, 
with the truest esteem, 

Yours, &c. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIB, September 1 4, 1 7 1 6. 

I HAD the ill fortune to miss of that letter you up- 
braid, me with. I had deserved any reproaches you 
could make me, if it had come to my hands, and I not 
made due acknowledgments for your inquiries after me. 
I will make you wish you had not been so augiy with 
me ; for I will scrawl out myself, what you would rather 
Betty or my maid had, for they would have made 
shorter work of it ; but I will answer every ^part of 
yours, that you obliged me with by Mr. Ford. 

First, as to the lady you mention, the reason I had not 
seen her in a great while was, my being in the country. 
To tell you the truth, I believe her husband has been a 
better courtier, than either she, or any of her sex could 
be ; because men have it in their power to serve, and I 
believe hers has effectuaUy done what lay in him. 

* Swift himself wrote one of this kind, ** JDermot and SheelaJi.^* 
Wa^burtott, 
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You kindly ask how my aflfairs go. There is yet no 
end of them, and God only knows when there will be. 
For when every thing was thought done, a sudden blast 
has blown all hopes away, and then they give me fresh 
expectations. In the mean time T am forced to live up- 
on the borrow; my goods all taken away; that I shall 
not 4iave so much as a bed to lie upon, but what I must 
buy ; add no money of my own to do that with ; so that 
you may imagine me in a cheerful way. I pray God 
iNipport me. 

The gentleman you inquired after is very well now. 
The illness you heard he had, he has been subject to a 
good while. What you desire, 1 wish were in the power 
of either his brother or me ; but all will go from both 
rf us of every kind. Only they say, that the clothea 
upon my back I may perhaps call my own, and that's 
all. I was obliged to leave the country. I was so ill 
there, that if I had not come to the physicians, I cannot 
tell what might have happened. My daughter is your 
"^ost humble servant, and is pretty well in health. 

Am not I one of my word, and troubled you twice as 
long as you would have wished ? But you will find by 
this, that a woman'ii pen should no more be set at work 
than her tongue; for she never knows when to let either 
of them rest. But my paper puts me in mind, that I 
have but just room to tell you, I wish much to see you 
here, if it could be with your satisfaction; and that I 
ikm, with great sincerity, sir, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

M. ORMOND. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE.* 

October 23,17 Id. 

It is a very great truth, that, among all the losses which 

I have sustained, oone affeeted me more sensibly thao 

that of jour company and correspondence : and yet, eren 

now, I should not venture to write to you, did not you 

I proToke me to it. A commerce of letters between two 
men, who are out of the world, and who do not care one 
farthing to return into it again, must be of little moment 
to the state; and yet I remember enough of that world, 
to know, that the most innocent things become criminal 
in some men, as the most criminal pass applauded in 

^ others. 

^ Your letter breathes the same spirit as your conversa- 
tion at all times inspired, even when the occasions of 
practising the severest rules of virtuous fortitude seemed 
most remote ; if such occasions could ever seem remote 
to men, who are under the direction of your able and 
honest friend Sir Roger, f 
To write about myself is no agreeable task, but your 
^ commands are sufficient at once to determine and excuse' 
I ne. Know therefore, that my bettlth k hv better than 
it has been a great while; that the money which I 
brought over with me will hold out some time longer ; 
ind that I have secured a small fund, which will yield 
iQ any part of the world a revenue sufficient for one, qid 
feut se retrancher mime avec plodsir dans la m€diocrit€. 
I use a French expression, because I have not one, that 
pleases me, ready iu English. During several months 

• Endorsed, " The Squire.— Received Nor. 7, ITie.** N. 

f Sir Roger is the name given to Lord Treaeurer Oxford, in the 
tiiatory of John Bull. As Bolingbrolce is known to have bated and 
despised the treasurer, the words abU and hoMtt must be taken ironi- 
«aU7. H. 

a 2 
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after my leaving that obscure retreat, into which I 
thrown myself last year, I went through all the mor 
, log circumstances imaginable. At present I enjoy, a 
as I consider myself great complacepcy of mind ; 
this inward satisfaction is embittered, when I considei 
condition of my friends. They are got into a dark I 
where they grope about after blind guides ; stumble 
mistake to mistake ; jostle against one another, and • 
their heads against the wall ; and all this to no pw] 
For assOre yourself that there is no returning to light 
going out, but by going back. My style is mystiick 
it is yobr trade to deal in mysteries, and therefore I 
neither comment nor excuse. You will understand 
and I conjure you to be persuaded, that if I could I 
half an hour's conyersation with you, for which I w 
barter whole hours <tf life, you would staie, haul ; 
wig, and bite paper, more than ever you did in ; 
life."^ Adieu, dear friend, may the kindest influen 
Heaven be shed upon you. Whether we may ever i 
again, that Heaven orjly knows ; if we do, what mil 
of thii^ 4iatl we have to talk over !^ In the mean \ 
believe that nothing sits so near my heart as my cou 
and my friends ; and that among these yoa ever 
and ever shall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct " ^ Moitnh^ Charlo^ 
JMofMt^iir Cantilloo, bampdery rue dc FArive s 
Once more adieiL 

t This is a stroog pietixre of Swift*h BMUtar. H. • 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. - 

siK, - Paris, Oct. 23,1116. 

If I was to sec you again, you would give twice as 
much as you o^reddx weeks a^o, not to have seen me. 
By the same rule, you might afford sometliing not to hear 
from me; but the iuclosed* came this momiog to me^ 
and 1 could not send it away, without adding a few lines 
in the cover. They are not to put you again into the 
spleen, but only to ask how you do, ^id how you em- 
ploy yourself ? Do the great designs go on at Laracor ? 
Or have the rains put a stop to your improvements, as 
well as to my journey ? It will cdst you but a penny, 
and a few minutes to answer these questions ; and iu re- 
turn you shall know any thing you desire to know of me 
in my travels. I shall go on as soon as We have five or 
six days sunshine to dry the roads, and make the finest 
country in the world supportable. I am laughed al 
here^ when I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting for 
ftir weather; but to me the journey is the greatest part 
of the pleasiure. And whereas my companion is conti- 
nually wishing himself at Rome, I wish Rome was 8 
thousand leagues farther, that I might have more way 
to pass in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to me, cUrect tb 
be left with Mr. Cantiilon, banker in Paris. 

I am,&c. 



" TIic precedug letter of Lord Boliogbrol*. ,R. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

UR \ffm, Dublin, Nov. 1 3, 1 7 1 &. 

Tub reason I never gave your grace the trouble of a 
^tter, was, because it could only be a trouble, without 
^either entertainment or use, for I am so aiuch out, even 
qI this little worlcL that I know n(»i the commouest oc- 
currences in it; neither do I now write to jour grace 
upon anj sort of business, for 1 have nothing to ask but 
your blessing and favourable thoughts; only I conceiv- 
ed it ought not to be said, that your grace was several 
mo&s absent in England, without/>ne letter from the 
deaa lo pay bis respects.^ My schemes are all circum- 
scribed by the cathedral, and the liberties about it; 
w,here nothing of moment happened since your grace 
left it,, except the election of Mr. Chamberlain lo St:^ 
liTicholas,. which passed quietly while I was absent io 
the country. I am purcliasing a glebe, by tlie help of 
the trustees, for the vicarage of Laracor ; and I have 
▼asity enough to desire it might be expressed by a clause 
iathe deeds, as one consideration, that I had been instru* 
mental ia precuriug the first-fruits ; which was accor* 
diogly inserted ; but hints were given it would not pass^ 
Then the Bishops of Ossory and Killaloe had, as I am 
tdd,. a sum of money foe thek. labour in that affair ; who^ 
upon my arrival at Londoa to negotiate It, were one of 
them gone ta Bath, and the other to Ireland : but it 
seems more reasonable to give bishops^ money for doing 
nothing, than a private gentleman thanks for succeeding 
where bishops have failed. I am only sorry I was not 
a bishop, that I might at least have got money. The 
tory clergy here seem ready for conversion, provoked 
by a parcel of obscure zealots in London, who, as we 
kear, ace setting: up a new church of England by themr 
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selves. By our inteUigeoce, it seems to be a coroplica* 
tioo of as much foilj, maduess, hypocrisy, aod iDutake» 
as ever was offered to the world. If it be understood so 
OD your side, I cannot but think there would be a great 
opportunity of regaining the body of the clergy to the 
interest of the court ; who, if they were persuaded by a 
few good words to throw off their fears, could never 
think of the pretender without horror ; under whom it 
is obvious that those refiners would have the greatest 
credit, and' consequently eveiy thing be null since the 
time of the revolution, and more havock made in a few 
months, than the most desponding among the tories can 
justly apprehend from the present management in as many 
years. These at least are, as I am told, the thoughts 
and reasonings of the high church people among us : but 
whether a court, in the midst of strength and security, 
will conceive it worth their while to cultivate the dispo- 
sitions of people in the dust, is out of my reach. 

The bishop of Dromore has never been in town since 
he went to his diocese, nor dees he say any thing of 
coming up. He is in good health. 

I was told a week or two ago a confused story of the 
anatomy lecturer at the collie turned out by the pro- 
Tost,^ and another put in his place. I know not the 
particulars ; but am assured he is blamed for it both by 
the prince and your grace. I take the provost to be a 
very honest gentleman, perfectly good oatured, and the 
least inclined to speak ill of others of almost any person 
I have known. He has very good intentions; but the 
driect seems to be, that his views are short, various, and 
sudden; and I have reason to think, he hardly ever 
makes use of any other counsellor than himself. I talk- 
ed to him of this matter since it was done, and I think 

•Dr.Fratt,allcnrar44eaB«ri>»wn. F. 



158 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

hb answers satisfied me ; but I am an HI retainer of facti 
wherein I have no concern : my hnrable opinion is^ that 
it would be much to his own ease, and of theirs who dis^ 
like him, if he were put into another station ; and if you 
wii> not afford him a bishopric, that you will let him 
succeed some rich country dean. I dare be confident 
that the prdtost had no other end in changing that lec- 
turer, than a design of improving anatomy as far as he 
could; for he would never have made such a step at 
choosing the prince chancellor, but from a^ resolution of 
keeping as fair as he possibly could with the present 
powers, in regard both to his ease and his interest ; and 
in hopes of changing a post, wherein, to say the truth, he 
kas been used by judges and governors like any dog, and 
has su^red more by it in his health and honour, than I, 
with his patrimonial estate, would think it were i^ortb. 
Here has been one Whittingham, in an ordination ser< 
mon, calling the clergy a thousand dumb dogs, and treat- 
ing episcopacy as bad as Boyse ;* yet no notice at all 
shall 1^ taken of this, unless to his advantage upon the 
sext vacant bishoprick ; and wagers are laid already, 
whether he or one Monk will be the man. But I forget 
myself; and therefore shall only add, that lam, with 
the greatest respect and truth, my lord. 
Tour grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, &c. 

» Aa ahineDt dinebtiog teacher, miai^ of Wood-street mett- 
ihg-lKNiiifr in DttUki, wbor wrote several tracts in favour of the 4^- 
senters. F« 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

Sim Lmiony S^M-drut, Nmf. 22, 1 710. 

I BSAD yotin of the thirteenth iDstant with great sd- 
tiBfectloD. It k not only an advantage to jou and me, 
that there dKNikl he a good correspbndence between us, 
but also to tlie public; and I aarare jou I had much ado 
to persuade people here, that we kept any tolerable mea> 
fures with one another; much len, that there was any 
tiling of a good intelligence : and therefore jou judged 
right, that it ought not to be said, that in so many monthi 
I had not received any letter from you. 

I do a little admire, that those that should be your 
/astest friends, should be so opposite to acknowledge the 
service you did in procuring the twentieth parts and first 
fruits : I know no reason for it, except the zeaT I show- 
ed to do you justice in that particular from the beginning; 
But since I only did it, as obliged to bear testimony to - 
the truth, in a matter which I certainly knew, and would 
have done the same for the worst enemy I had in the 
world, I see no reason why you should suffer, because I 
among others was your witness. But be not concerned, 
ingratitude is warranted by modem and ancient custom : 
and it is move honour for a man to have it asked, why he 
bad not a suitable return to his merits, than why he was 
overpaid. Benrfaeere et male audire is the lot of the best 
men. If cakunny or ingratitude could have put me out 
of ray way, God knows where I should have wandered 
by this time. 

I am ^glad the business of St. Nicholas*^ is over any 
way : my inclination was Mr. Wall ; that I might hate 

* The deta and cbaiiter of St Pbtrkk't are tbv ay^roprkitort off 
that church, and have the right of beftowiog the oue oa irhoa»^tl^>'' 
please. H* 
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joined the vicarage of Caatle-koock to the prebend of 
Malahidart ; which wouhi have made a good provision 
for one man, served the cures better, and . yielded more 
then to the incumbent, than it can do now, when in dif* • 
ferent hands. But I could not compass it witliout unng 
more power over mj clergy, than I am willing to' exert. 
But as I am thankful to you for your condescension in* 
that affair, so I will expect that those, with whom you 
have complied, should show their sense of it by a mutual 
return of the like compliance, when there shall be occa- 
sion. Such reciprocal kind offices are the ground of 
mutual confidence and friendship, and the fuel that keeps 
them alive : and I think nothing can contribute more to 
our common ease, and the public good, than maintaining 
these between you and me^ and with the clergy. 

We have a- strong report, that my Lord Bolingbroke 
will return here, and be pardoned; certainly it must 
not be for nothing. I hope, he can tell no ill story of 
you. I add only my prayers for you, and am, sir. 
Your most humble servant, and brother, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBUN. 

MY LORD, Trim, Dec. 16, 1716. 

I SHOULD be sorry to see my Lord Bolingbroke fol- 
lowing the trade of an informer : because he is a person 
for whom I always had, and still continue, a very great 
love and esteem. For I think, as the rest of mankind 
do, that informers are a detestable race of people, al*. 
though they may be sometimes necessary. Besides, I 
do not see, whom his lordship can inform against, except 
bloself; he vtm three or four days at the court of 
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France, 'wbile he was secretary ; and it is Imrely possi- 
ble, he might then have entered into some deep negotia- 
tion with the pretender : altbougli I would not believe 
him, if he should swear it ; because he protested to me, 
that he never saw him but once : and that was at a great 
distance, in public, at an opera* As to any others of the 
ministry at that time, I am confident he cannot accuse 
thein : and that they will appear as innocent with rela« 
ticm to the pretender, as any who are now at the helm. 
And as to myself, if I were of any importance, I sliould 
be very easy under such an accusation; much easier^ 
than I am to think your gi-ace imagines me in any dan* 
ger, or that Lord Boliiigbioke should have any ill story 
to tell of me. He knows, and loves, and thinks too well 
of me, to be capable of such an action. But I am sur- 
prised to think your grace could talk, or act, or corres- 
pond with me for some years past : while you must 
needs believe me a most false and vile man*; declaring 
to you on all occasions my abhorrence of the pretender^ 
and yet privately engaged ^th a ministiy to bi-ing him 
iu; and therefore warning me to look to myself, and 
prepare my defence against a false brother, coming over 
to discover such secrets a&^^would hang me. Had there 
been ever the least overture or intent of bringing in the 
pretender, during my acquaintance with the ministry, I 
think I must have been very stupid not to have picked 
out some discoveries or suspicions. And although I am 
not sure I sliould have turned informer, yet I am certain 
I should have dropped some general cautions, and imme^ 
diately have retired. When people say, things were not 
ripe at the queen's death ; they say, they know not what« 
Things were rotten: and had the ministei-s any such 
thoughts, they should have begun three years before $ 
and they, who say otherwise, understand nothing of the 
state of the kingdom at that time. 
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' But whether I am mistaken or not in other men, I be«; 
jour grace to believe, that I am not mistaken in myself;^ 
I always professed to be against the pretender; and am 
60 still. And this is not to make my court (which I 
know is vain) for I own myself full of doubts, fears, and 
dissatisfactions^ which I think on as seldom as I can : 
yet if I were of any value, the public may safely rely on 
my loyalty : because I look upon the coming of the pre- 
tender as a greater evil, than any we are likely tosuSbr 
under the worst whig ministry that can be found. 

I have not spoke or thought so much of party these 
two years, nor could any thing have tempted me to it, 
but the grief I have in standing so ill in your grace's 
opinion. I beg your grace'*s blessing, 

Jind am, &c. 

JOK SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

KT LORD, TVnn, Dec. 22, 1716. 

I HATS been here some days, to finish the purchase 
of a glebe for my country parish. I prevailed do i 
gentleman to alienate twenty acres for 2002. to be had 
from tlie tmstees of the first fruits. He then sets me 
twenty-three acres more for nine hundred and ninety* 
nine years. Upon these last twenty-three acres, I aoiy 
l^ agreement, to lay out the ssdd 200/. in building, and 
to give the gentleman immediately 502. out of my owa 
pocket, and to pay liim 142. p^r aii>ttim, for ever^ which 
16 near the value of the whole forty acres; these last 
f wenty-three acres, after I have built and improved, I 
<engn to leave my successors,* who will Uiea have 

* See tbt dt«tf « h^^Viln^^WV ^^ 
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toftty'tiuee acres of good glebe, witli houe, gnrdeim, &c, 
far 1 41. par anntitn, I reckon to lay oat of my own 
money about 2592. and so to be an humble imitator of 
your grace; l&ngo itUervallo. This expedient was a pro- 
ject of Dr. RaymoBd, minister of tliis town, to deal with 
a jew, who would not lessen hk rent-roll to save all the 
dmrches in Christendom. Dr. Coghill, and every body 
dse, approves the thing ; since it is a good baifain to 
die diureh, a better to the gentleman, and only a bad 
one to myself; and I hope your grace will have the 
Mune thoughts. 

Since I came down here, I received the honour of a 
kige, and therefore an agreeable letter, from your grace, 
of JN^ovember 22. I have reason to think myself hardly 
dealt with by those of the side in power, who will not 
think I deserve any place in your good thoughts; when 
they cannot but know, that, while I was near the late 
ministry, I was a common advocate for those they call 
the wliigs, to a degree, that a certain great minister told 
me, I had always a whig in my sleeve ; neither did 1 
ever fail to interpose in any case of merit or compassion 
by which means several persons in England, and somft 
In this kingdom, kepi their employ meots, for I cannot re- 
member my Lord Oxford ever refused me a request oJT 
that kind. And for the rest, your grace may very weD 
remember, that I had the honour of corresponding with 
you, during the whole period, with some degree of con- 
fidence: because I know your grace had wished the 
same thing, but differed only in opinion about the hands 
diat should eflfect them. It was ou account of this con- 
duct, that certain warm creatures of this kingdom, then 
in London, and not unknown to your grace, had the as- 
surance to give me broad hints that I was providing 
aiainst a chaitge; aod I obaeirve those very men ar# 
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now the moet careful of all otben, to creep as far as thej 
•an out of barm'8 waj. 

The system of new zealots, which your grace extract- 
ed, must he very suitable to mj principles, who was 
always a whig in politics. I have been told, that upon 
the death of the last nonjuring bishop, Dbdwell and his 
followers thought the schism at an end. My notion was, 
that these people began to set up again, upon despair of 
their cause by the rebeUion^ being brought to an end ; 
else iheir politics ai*e, if possible, worse than their divif 
nity. Upon the whole, it is clear, that the game -is en- 
tirely in the hands of the king and his ministers; and I 
am extremely glad ' of your grace's opinion, that it will 
be played as it ought: or, if we must suffer for a name, 
however, I had rather be devoured by a Hon than a rat 

That maxim of the injuring person never forgiving the 
person injured, is, I believe, tnie in particulars, but not 
of communities. I cannot but suppose that the clergy 
thought there were some hardships and grounds for fears, 
otherArise they must be very wicked, or very mad ; to 
say more, would be to enter into dispute upon a party 
subject; a dog or a horse knows when he is kindly treat* 
ed : and besides, a wise administration will endeavoof 
to remove the vain, as well as the real fears of those they 
govern. 

, I saw the provost yesterday in this neighbourhood, 
and had some little talk wi^ him upon the occasion of 
the bishop of Killaloe's death : T believe he would ac- 
cept of the deanery of Derry, if Dr. Bolton, the deao, 
should be promoted ; but I said nothing of it to him; I 
believe he has written to Mr. Molyneux.t I find, since 

• In Scottand, in the fear 1715. F. 

f Samuel Molyneox, Esq. a gentleman of great abiUHes and larg* 
property in Ireland, secretary to tiie Prince of Wales, chaacrilor of 
tibeffjiireni^orDabUii. F. 
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l|e eaDbot be trusted with a bishopric, that he desires to 
leave his station with as good a grace as he can ; aod 
that it may not be thought that what he shall get is oolj 
tp get rid of him. I saiil in genera], that such a circum- 
stance, as things stood, was hardly worth the quiet of a 
ioan's whole tife ; and ho we parted, only with telling 
Um I intended to write to your grace, in answer to a 
letter I had from you. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

8IB9 Londm^Jan. 12, 171 6*1 7. 

About two months ago I sent you a very long epistle, 
and was in hopes you would either have mad€ us a 
visit, or haye let us hear from you. Since you have 
done neither, we must flatter ourselves that you will be 
better the new year than the former. 

Our friend Prior, not having had the vicissitude of 
baman things before his eyes, is likely to end his days 
Id as forlorn a state as any other poet has done before 
bim, if his friends do not take more care of him than he' 
did of liimself. Therefore, to prevent the evil, which 
we see is coming on very fast, we have a project of printV 
ing his Solomon, and other poetical works, by subscrip- 
tion ; one guinea to be paid in hand, and the other on 
delivery of the book. He, Arbutlmot, Pope, and Gay, 
are now with me, and remember you. It is our joint 
request, that you will endeavour to procure some sub- 
scriptions : you will give your receipts for the money 
you receive, and when you return it hither, you shall 
have others in lieu. There are no papers printed here» 
Dor any advertisement to be published ; for the whole 
matter is to be managed by friends in such ^ m%xs^^\ ^a^ 
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shall be leant shocking to the dignity of a pleolpoten* 
tiary. 

I am told the Archbishop of Dublin shows a letter of 
j^purs, reflecting on the liigh flying clergy. I fancy you 
have writ to him in an ironical style, and that he would 
have it otherwise understood. This will bring to your 
mind what I have formerly said to you on that figiure. 
Fray condescend to explain this matter to me. The re« 
moval of my Lord Townshend has given a litte spirit ; 
but that will soon flag, if the king, at his return, does not 
make farther changes. What measures hb majesty will 
take is uncertain ; but this we are very sure of, that the 
division of the whigs is so great, that, morally speaking, 
nothing but another rebellion can ever unite them. 
Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cadogan are of one ad^ ; 
Townshend, Walpole, Orford, Devondiire, and the 
chancellpr,"^ on the other. The latter seem at present 
to be strongest; but when the former appear with a 
German reinforcement, they will undoubtedly turn the 
balance. They are both making their court to the to- 
ries, who, I hope, will b^ a body by themselves, and not 
serve as recruits to either of the other two. Lord 
Townshend's friends give out, that his disgrace is owing 
to refusing four things, viz. to keep up the army ; repeal 
the limitations of the succession act ; to send money to 
Germany for carrying on a war against Sweden ; and to 
attaint Lord Oxford. When Lord Sunderlandf comes 
over, he will probably cry ' whore again,' and endea- 
vour to saddle Lord Townshend in h'ls turn. For these 
reproaches now are like that of Jacobitism in fonaer 
reigns. We are told, that Lord Bolingbroke has per- 

• WilHam Earl Cowper. B. 

f By whole intrigues Lord Viscount Townshend had been remov- 
ed from the post of secretary of state, which was given to General 
^^aobope^ afterward Earl StaxUiope. B. 
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II118N0I1 to staj io France, notwiHidtaadiDg the late trea^ 
ty, provided he retires from. Paris. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

XT LORD, London^ March9^ 1716-17. 

I HAD yesterday the honour of a letter from your 
grace, wherein you first mention Mr. Duncan's accident, 
who^ as it falls out, is quite recovered, and they say is 
fonce better of his asthma : I believe, whenever he dies, 
I shall be in some difficulties^ although I am wholly in- 
diflSer^t who may succeed him, provided he may be a 
deserviAg person ; unless I might say, that my inclina- 
tioQs ar^ a little turned to oblige Mr. Dopping,"* on ac- 
count of his brother, for whom I have always had a 
very great esteem. It will be impossible for me to carry 
any point against that great majority of the chapter, who 
are sure to oppose me whenever party interferes : and 
10 those cases I shall be very ready to change my nomi- 
nation, only choosing those I least dislike among such as 
tbey will consent to : wherein, I hope, I shall have your 
grace's approbation. 

About a week ago, I wrote, to your grace in relation 
to the provost. My Lord Bishop of Diomore, Dr. 
Coghill, and I, were yesterday using our rhetorick to no 
purpose. The topic he perpetually adheres to is, that 
the court oflfers him a deanery, because they look upon 
him as a man they cannot trust ; which, he says, affects 
Ills reputation : that he professes to be as true to the 
present king, as any person in employment : that he has 

* Dr. Dopping was made Bishop of Ossory in 1741, and died tlie 
year foQowing. He was unde to Miss HamlltOD, afterward Couateis 
of Ossory. N* 
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always shown himself so : that he was sacrificed by the 
tones in the late reign, on account of the dispute in the 
collefi;e, and other matters : that he publicly argues and 
appears against the same party now, upon all occasions ; 
and expects as little favour from them, if ever they 
should come into power, as any man now in employment. 
As to any hints dropped to him of any dano;er or unea- 
siness from parliament or Tisitation, he declares himself 
perfectly safe and easy : and if it might not affect the 
society, he should be glad of such inquiries, in order to 
vindicate himself : that he shoidd like the Deanery of 
Down full as wHl, and perhaps better, than the Bishop- 
ric of Dromore, provided the deanery was given him ia 
such a manner, and with some mark of favour and ap- 
probation, that the world v ould not think he was driven 
into it as a man whom the king could not trust ; and if 
any such method could be thought on, he would readily 
accept it : th^t he is very sensible he should be much 
happier in the other station, and much richer^ and which 
weighs with him more, that it would be much for the 
present interest of the colleg') to be under another 
bead : but that the sense of his own loss of credit pre- 
vails ^ith him above all considerations ; and that he 
hopes in some time to convince the world, and the court 
too, that he has been altogether misrepresented. 

This is the sum of his reasoning, by all I could gather 
after several conversations with him, both alone and 
with some of his best friends ; who all dilTer from him, 
as he allows most of his acquaintance do. I am no 
judge of what consequence his removal may be to the 
service of the college, or of any favours to be sliown it. 
But, I believe, it Mould be no difficult matter to find a 
temper in this aflfair : for instance (1 speak purely my 
own thoughts) if the prince would graciously please to 
send a favourable message by his secretary, to offer him 
the deanery, in such a manner as might answer the pro- 
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«M*8 difficult. I caDDot biit think your grace might 
rhig such a thing about ; but that I humbly leave to 
OUT grace. 

My lord bishbp of Dromore received ietterg yester- 
mj from your grace, and the bishop of Deny, with an 
ecouut of his succeeding to Clogher, of vhich I ^fa, 
lie all parties willxbe exceeding glad. 

I wish your grace a good journey to the Bath, and a 
inn establishment of your health there. I am, with tb^ 
reatest respect, my lord, - 

Your grace's most dutifid and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Tot knowing but yoiur grace might be gone to the Bath, 
I have mentioned something of the provost's affair, 
In a letter this post, to my lord bishop of Deny. 



TO THE SAME. 

rir LORD, DuhUn, March 22y 1716-17, 

Your grace's letter was a long time before it reached 
)c; for I was several weeks in the countiy, despatching 
lie affair of the glebe, which, however, is not yet quite 
loished. Your grace does rightly conceive the nature 
f my purchase, and that I am likely to be 200^ poorer 
NT it ; only I shall endeavour to lo^ by degrees, which 
( all I have for it. I shall en<!e8vour, as much as I 
an, to prevent the evil you foresee of my successes 
eg lecting my improvements, and letting tlfem all go to 
[un ; I shall take the best advice I can, and leave them 
> be (odk, as well as knaves^ if they do soj^^for I shall 
take so mixxy plaBtations and hedgaa, that the land 

TOL. XVI. H 
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lirill let for double the value ; and after aU, I roust leave 
something to fortune. 

As to what your grace mentioos of a practice in the 
late reign, of engaging people to come into the queen's 
measures, I have a great deal to say ou that subject, 
uot worth troubling' you with at present; farther than 
that I am confident those who pretend to say most of it, 
are conscious their accusation is wrong: but I never love 
myself so little as when I differ from your grace; nor 
do I believe I ever shall do it, but where I am master 
of the fact, and your grace has it only by report. 

I have been speaking much to the provost about tbc 
deanery of Deny, or whatever other employment, uit 
der a bishoprick, may be designed him upon these pro- 
motions. I find Dr. Cogliill^ has been upon the sub- 
ject with him, but he is absolutely positive to take no- 
thing less at present ; and his argument is, that whatever 
shall be given him now, beneath the station his piede* 
cessors.were called to, will be a mar^L of his lying un- 
der tlie displeasure of the court, and that be is not to be 
trusted ; whereas he looks upon himself to have acted 
with principles as loyal to the present government, as 
apy the king employs. He does not seem to dislike 
either the deaneries of Derry or Down, but is persuaded 
it will reflect upon his reputation ; and unless it could 
b^ contrived that he might have some mark of favour 
and approbation along witli such a preferment, I believe 
your grace may be assured he will not accept it I on- 
ly repeat what he says to me, and what I believe he will 
adhere to. 

For my own part, who am not so refined, I gave my 
opinion that he should take what was given him; but 

* Marmaduke Coghill, M. D. judge of the prerogative court; af- 
terwards a privy counsellor, cbancellor ofthe exchequer, and^a com-; 
j2ij>sioner of the revenue. F. . 



-DOCTOR SWIFT. • 171 

Is other friends differ from me, aod for aught I knoirv 
they, may be in the rigl^t; atfd if the court thiuks it of 
cx>DsequeDce that the present provost should be removed, 
I am not sure but a way may be found out of saving his 
credit, which is all he seems to require; although I am 
confident, that if he were & bidiop, tlie government 
■ugbt be very secure of him, since he seems wholly faK 
len out with the toiies, and the tories with him ; and I 
do not know any man, who, in common conversation, 
talks with more zeal for the present establishment, and 
against adl opposers of it, than he. The only thing he 
desires at present in his discourse with me, is, that no 
proposal of a deanery should be at all made to him, but 
Ih&t he may go on as he is, until farther judgment shall 
be Qoade of him by his future conduct. 

I thought it proper to say thiis much to your grace, 
because I did not know whether you and he perfectly 
understood each other. 

I liear your grace intends this spring for the Bath. 
I shall pray for the good of the church, that you may 
then establish your health. I am, with the greatest re- 
■pect, ., 

iTour grace's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Among other things, the provost argued, that Dr. Fos* 
ter was promoted to a bishoprick from being a fellow ; 
and therefore he must conclude, that offering him a 
less preferment, is a mark of displeasure ; with which 
circumstance he is determined not to leave his pi-eseht 
station. 
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TO THE SAME. 

JAY LORD, MagherU/n, Miy 23, 1717. 

YovR grace'8 letter of March 23d iras brouglit to Ml 
«t Trim, irh«re I ireot a tnooth ago to finisb tuy J«Me 
-arid purcbase for my comiti^r parish. Id iome dafB itf 
tcr, I met my lord bishop of Ckjgher vt'Drogheda, lif 
appointment; ve went together to Gkgher, where he 
was enthroned, and after three days came to this j^laiei^ 
where his lordlhip is settling ereiy thing against the 
cdming of the n^w bishop, wlio is eiqiected here lOSA 
week. My great buisiaess-ilt Clogber was to seduce iriB 
lordship to' lay out 20(K)1. in a new house, and far Alt 
end we rode about to (Hid a situation. I l»iow art 
whetlier I shall prevail : for he has a hankeriog after 
making additions to the old one, which I will never con- 
sent to, and would rather he should leave all to the ge- 
neronty of a successor. My notion isj, that When a U- 
sliop, with good dispositiods, happens to arise, it shonM 
be every man'« bustness to cultivate them. It b do 411 
age that produces two such ; and therefore, if I had 
<5redit with your grace and his lordship, it should be all 
employed in pushing you both upon works of public 
good, without the least mercy to your pains or your par- 
sed. An expert tradesman makes a few of his bestcus- 
tomers answer, not only for those whom he gets little or 
nothing by, but for all who die in his debt. 

I will suppose your grace has heard of Mr. Duncao*f 
death. I am sure I have heard enough of it, by a g^ 
increase of disinterested correspondents ever since. It 
is well I am at free cost for board and lodging, else post- 
age would have undone me. I have returned no an- 
swer to any ; and shall be glad to proceed with youi 
grace^s approbation^^ which is less a complimenti because 
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I believe my chapter are of opioion I caa hardly pro- 
ceed vitliout it. I only desire two things ; first, that 
those who call tliemselves my friends noay have do rea- 
BOQ to reproacli me ; and the second, that in the course 
of this matter, I may have something to dispose of to 
some one I wish well to. 

Some weeks before Mr. Duncan's death, his brother- 
in-law Mr. LawsoD, minbter of Gallrim, went for Eng- 
land, by Mr. Duncan's consent, to apply for an adjoin- 
ing living, called KiSmore, in Mr. Duncan's possessioo, 
and now. in the crown by his death. I know not liis 
success; but heartily wish, if it be intended for him, 
that the matter might take another turn : that Mr. War- 
len, irho is landlord of Oaltrim, might have that livingy 
«od Kilmore adjoining, both not 1502. and Mr. Lawson 
to go down to Mr. Warren's living, in Clogher diocese, 
'Koith above 200^ But this is all at random, because I 
knpw not whether Kilmore may not be alreaily disposed 
o( for I hear it is in your ^raceV turnu 

I heard lately from the provost, wiio talked of being 
in the North in a month ; but our Dublin account is, that 
tbey know not when the deanery is to be given him. I 
do not find any great joy in either party, on account of 
the person, who, it is supposed, will succeed him.* The 
wrong custom of making that post the next step to a 
bishoprick, has been, as your grace says, of ill conse- 
quence ; and although, as you add, it gives them no rank» 
jKet they think fit to take it, and make no scruple of pi'e- 
eeding) on all occasions, the best pilvate clergyman in 
the kingdom ; which is a trifle of great consequence 
when a man's head is possessed with it. 

I pray God preserve your grace, for the good of the 
choicb and the learned world \ and for the happiness of 

• ]>.RicluurdllaIdwiii. He died in December, 1759. 
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those whom you are pleased to honour with yoiur friend- 
ship^ favour, or protection. I beg your grace's bktgr 
mg; aod remaio, with the greatest truth aad respeet, 
my kwtl, 

Tour grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servaot, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ.. 

SIB, Loiu/bit, Jtm« 15, 1717. 

LikSTDight I received yours of the 5th iostaot; aod 
since you tell me I am your only correspondent, I thiuk 
I ought to be the more punctual in my returns, and the 
more full in M.hat relaties to our friends here. You will 
see by the public prints that Monday next come se'iioif^ 
is appointed for the ^ial of my Lord Oxford, and Uiat 
lio less than six-and-twenty doughty members are ap- 
pointed to manage it. The lords have likewise settled 
the whole forms of the proceedings. My lord lias aeked» 
that two lawyers more might be added to bis counsel: 
yet is all this but a farce; for there is not a creaiuie 
living who thinks he will ever be tried; for they public? 
ly own, that they neither have, nor ever had, any evU 
dence ; and laugh at impeachments, and attainders, and 
party gambols ; and say, that aU people deserve to be so 
punished, who presume to dispossess the whigs of their 
indefeasible right to the administration. But sioce Jbe is 
not to be tried, the next question is» in what manner he 
is to be brought ofl^ so as ta save the hotfour of his pro- 
secutora ? I think, it irill be by an act of grace. Oibera 
say, it wiH be by the commons asking more time, and 
the lords oi[ Ibeir parly a|sc^\^% Iq refuse iL Bnt iu^ 
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yte are ^v holly ignorant of their intentions, it is possible 
neither of these guesses may be right, and that they may 
keep hira yet another year in prison; which my Lord 
Marlborough seems passionately to desire. 

We labour here under all ^the disadvantages in the 
world in every respect ; for the tide of party runs still 
yeiT" strong every where, but in no place more than in 
Westminster-hall. Those on this side, whose honour 
and interest both require that all people, who pay obe- 
dience, should be protected, seem to want a capacity to 
govern ; and the similitude of circumstances between the 
king and the regent, render the latter a firm ally contra- 
ry to the natural interest of France. Thus we are se- 
cure from any foreign enemy. 

I agree with you, thai Snape's letter* is really biit 
a letter, and that it is much too short and too slight for 
such a subject. However, his merit was great, in being 
the first to give the alarm to his brethren, and setting 
himself io the front of the battle agaioet his adveTsaries. 
Id those respects, his letter has had its full effect. 

I desire you will be as quick as you can in the assist- 
ance you intend Prior ; for those who subscribed here 
are impatient to have their books ; and we cannot keep 
it off much l(A]ger, without passing for common cheats. 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Charleton, and I, remember you 
often. Lady Masham always asks for you very affec- 
tionately. By the way, I am perfectly restored to grace 
there, and am invited to their house in the country. As 
soon as Lord Oxford's affair is over, I intend to go 
amongst my friends in the country, not to return hither 
till about Michaelmas. But if you will direct to me at 

* To the Biahop of Bangor, Dr. Hoadley, oecariooed by his lord- 
Bhip*8 sermon preached before the king on March 31, 1717, 'concerju- 
iog the nature of the kingdom and church of Christ' B. 
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my house lo town ; jour letters n-ill be conveyed to me 
vherever I am. Mr. Rochforf*^ seems to have a great 
many good qualities, and I am heartily glad he has met 
will] success. Adieu. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Londm^ June 'i^y 17l7. 
Having acquainted you in my letter of last post, 
that it was the uuiversal opioioo the commoos would 
oot proceed to the trial of my Lord Oxford, I think 
myself obliged to tell you, that we begin now to be 
something doubtful ; for the managers, who are twenty* 
seven in number, strenUbusly give out, that they shall ^ 
be ready to proceed on Monday next. Therefore, f{ 
if you have any thoughts of coming over, let not any 
thing* which I have said iu my last, have any weight ' 
with you to alter that resolution. I am wholly taken up \i 
Yfiih tlie men of the 4aw, and tlierefore have nothing to 
say to you at present upon any public matters. I sliall jk 
only just trouble you with one word relating to a private I 
affair. My bi'other is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham^ 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. If you 
could find any young fellow, who would buy that com- 
mission, my brother thinks his patron (my Lord Carlisle) h 
will easily prevail with my Lord Duke of Boltoo foe I- 
leave to dispose of it I sliould be very glad you could !^ 
find him a chapman. 



I 

\ 



* Lord chief ba ron of the exchequer in Queen Anne*i reign. See 
in one of tlie poetical volumes, " The Country Life," written by the 
Dean while he was spending (iart of a summer at the houie oB Oeone 
Itoclifbrt, Esq. son of ttie lord< cMal' baroa. N. 
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£ROJU THE SAME. 

London^ July 2, 1 71 7» 
1 HATE, the pleasure to inform you» that Lord Ox* 
ord's impeaehment was discharged last eighty hj. the 
inanunous consent of all the lojrds present; and, as 
learlj as I could count, their number vas one hundred 
md six,, the Duke of J^Iarlhorough) my Lord Cadogair,. 
[/)rd Comogsby, and a few othaos of the mok violent, 
having withdrawn themselves before, the lords came inta 
Westminsterhall. The acclamations were as great as 
tt[^ any occasion ; and out friend,, who seems mere 
formed for adversity than prospeiity, has at present maay 
Hore friends than ever he had before,, in any part of his 
life. I believe he will not have the fewer, from a mes- 
sage he received this morning from the king, by my lord 
dmrnberlain, to forbid him the. court. Tou know the 
tVoflecutioD was at first the resentment of a party ; but 
it became at last a ridiculous business, weakly carried 
^ by the impotent ra^je of a woman^ (I mean of mj 
tiady Marlborough) who is almost distracted that she 
tould not obtain her revenge. 

I am now going out of town, with an intenlion to roll 
ibout from place to place, till ^bout Michaelmas next*. 
If you write to me, direct to me hither as usual, andyoor 
letter wilt be conv^ed tame, wherever I am.. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Charleton,. and Mr. Curry, have 
dined with me to day, and you have not been forget. I 
^as in hopes we should have seen you ere this. Thfr 
doctor says, you wait for the act of grace» Is it aa? I 
Itope to see you by next winter.. 

h2 
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TO ROBERT COPE, ESCt* 

SIB, Londotty JvHy.^y 1717 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter before I cam 

towoi ; for I stayed three weeks at Trim alter I left } 

out of perfect liatred to this place, where at Yeogth b 

ness drained me against my will. The archdeacon, ) 

delivers 70U this, will let you knew I am but an iH 

licitor for bun. The thing is indeed a little diffib 

«Dd perplexed, yet a willing mind would make it es 

but that is wanted, and I cannot work it up. Howe 

it shall not be my fault, if something be not made • 

one time or other; bul some people give their 

friends reason to complain. I have at a venture put 

down among poor Mr. Prior'sf benefactors ; and 1 1 

der what exemption you pretend to as appears by 3 

letter to Mr. Stewart It seems yeu took the thoue 

pounds a year in a literal sense, and even at that ra 

hope you would not be excused. I hope your s! 

shearing in the county of Louth hath established 3 

health; aodthat Dr. Ttsdell, your brother of the 1^1 

comes sometimes and makes you laugh at a pun < 

blunder. I made a good many advances to your fir! 

Bolton:^ since I came to town, and talked of you ; bn 

signified nothing; for he has taken every opportunil 

opposing me, in the most unkind and unnecessaij i 

Aer, and I have done with him. I could with grea 

tisfaetipn pass a month or tw* among you, if things wi 

permit. The archdeacon carries you all the newa^ 

i need say nothing. We grow mighty sanguine, bul 

* A gentleman ^learning, good fiunily, and fortune, and a 
ftdoiirer of Dr. Swm. F. 
~ f Whose poems were then printing^by subscription. See p. 175. 

% Dr, Theophilm Bolton. F. 
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temper has not fire enough ia it/ They assure me that 
Ix)rd Boluigbroke will be iDcluded io the act of grace ; 
irhicb, lir it be true, is a mystery to me. 

Tou must learo to winter in town, or you will turn a 
inonk,.and Mrs. Cope la nun ; I am extremely her hum- 
ble servant. 

I have ventured to subscribe a guinea for Mr. Brown- 
lewe, because I would think it a shame not to have his 
name in the list. Pray tell him so. 

I doubt whether Mrd. Cope will be pleased with the 
taste of snuff I sent her. 

: Present my humble service to your mother and bro- 
ther : and believe me to be, with great truth and esteem, 

BIT, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

jiiy LORD, Dublin, July 1 8^ 1717. 

Some persons of distinction, lately come from Eng- 
land, and not unknown to your lordship, have made me 
extremely pleased and proud, by telling ine that your 
lordship was so generous as to defend me against an idle 
story that passed in relation to a letter of mine to the 
atcbbishop of Dublin. I have corresponded for many 
years with his grace, though we" generally differed in 
politics, and therefore our lettei-s had often a good mix- 
ture of controversy. I confess likewis^'tbat I have been 
bis gi-ace's advocate, where he had not many others. 
About nine months ago I writ a letter to him in London 
(for in my little station it is convenient there should be 

some commerce between us;) and in a short time after i 

* H 3 
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bad ootice from several friends,, that a paiBage iumj let^ 
ter* was shown to several persoos, and- a coDsequence 

^ drawn from thence, that I was wholly gone over to other 
principles more in fashion, and . wherein I mi^t better 
r find mj accounts I neglected this report, as thinking it 
might soon die; but found it gathered strei^;th, and 
qpread ip Oxford and Uiis kingdom ; and some gentle- 
men, who lately arrived here, assured me thej had met 
it a hundred times, with all the circumstancefr of disad- 
vantage that are usually tacked ta such stories by the 
great candour of mankind. It shou<ld seem aa if I were 
somebody of importance ; and if so^ I should tliink the 
wishes not only of my friends, but of lioy party, might 
dispose them rather to believe me innocent, than con* 
demn me unheard. Upon the first intel%ence I had 
of this affiur, I made shift to recollect the only passage 
in that letter which coukl be any way liable to misin* 
terpretation. 

I told the archbishop — ^ we had an account of a set 
of people in London, who were erectmg a new church, 
upon the maxim that every thing was void *8inee the re- 
volution, in the church as well as the state — that all 
priests must be reordained, bishops again consecrated, 
and in like manner c^ the rest — ^that I knew not what 
there was in it of truth — that it was impossible such a 
scheme should ever pass — and that I believed if the 

t ejurt, upon this occasion, would diow some good will to 
the church, discourage those who ill treated the clergy, 
4kv it would be the most popular thing they could 

I keep no copies of letters, but this, I am confident 
was die substance of what I wrote ; and that every other 
Bbe in the letter which meotioned public affain woi^ 

«60eMr,Lewii'sletterorJ«B,a2,mM7. If. 
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h»yeibtoD6dfordii8» if Uhadbcea arcriinc^ fts jTthiift 
it was not iu that juqcture, whatever maj* be ny opinioQ 
at present; for,' I coafess^ m^ theugfats changi? every 
week, like tboat of a; man in an incurable consumption) 
' who daily fiods himaelf mere and more decay. 

The trool&le I now ^ve your lordship is ap ill return 
to your goodness in defending me ; but it is the usual re- 
ward of goodness, and thensfiNre you must be content. lo 
the mean time, I am in a hopeful situation, torn to pieces 
by pamphleteers and libellers on that side the water, and 
by the whole body of the ruling party on this ; against 
wbicb all the obscurity I live in will not defend me. 
Since I came first to this kingdom, it has been the coor 
stani advice of all my diuroh friends^ that I should be 
more cautious. To oppose me in every thing relating to 
mj station, is made a merit in my chapter ; and I shall 
probably live to make some bishops as poor» as Lyitheii 
made,mauy rich. 

I profess to your lordship, that what I have beeji 
writing is only with regard to the good opinion of your, 
lordship, and of a very few others with whom you will 
think it of any consequence to an honest man that he. 
sbould be set right* I am sorry that those who call 
themselves churchmen should be industrious to have it 
thought that their number is lessened, even by so iocoop 
aiderable a one as myself. But I am sufficiently recom- 
pensed, that your lordship knows me best, to whom I 
am so ambitious to be best known. God be thai^ed, I 
have but a few to salisfy. The bulk of my censurera 
are strangers, or ill judges, or worse than either; and if 
they will not obey your ordei-s to correct their sentl^ 
ments of me, they will meet their punishment in y oui 
kidshipV disap(»obation ; which I would not iBCur%, 
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an their good words pat together, and* printed ia twelve 
yolumes tollo. . 

I am, with great respect, i^ lord^ 
your lorddiip's most datiihl 

and most bumble servant, 

JGJT. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. PRIOR.* 

Duke-etreei^ 
WUiS, SIR, Jufy 30, 1717. 

I HAYS the favour of four letters from you, of the 
ninth, thirteeiitli,'sixteenth, and twentieth instant They 
all came safe ip me, however variously directed ; but 
the last to me at my house in Duke-street, is the rightest* 
I find myself equally comforted by your philosophy, and 
assiflit^ by your friendship. You will easily imagine, 
that I have a hundred things to sfty to you, which, for as 
many reasons, rnmit, and only touth upon that busir 
ness, to which, in the prid^ of your heait, you ^ve the 
epithet of «orry.f I return you the names of those who 
have been kind enough to subscribe, that you may see 
if they are rightly spelt, and the just titles put to them, 
as likewise if it has happened that any has subseribed 
for more than one volume. Tou will please to look over 
the catalogue. You see that our calculation comes 
eVen, the; gentleman's name that desired it being omitted 
I am sensible that this has given you too much trouble; 
but it is too late now to make an apology. Let Mr. 

« Eodorsed, ** Received Aug. 6, 1717. Answered tlie same day**** 

f Subscriptions for Mr. Prior's poemsi procured by the Dean. The 
Subscription was two guineas. H 
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TLewiSi who is now with me, do it for me, at what tim^. 
and io what manner, he pleases. I take it for granted, 
that whatever I write, as whatever is writ to me, will be . 
broke open ; so jou will expect nothidg from me, but 
what you maj have as particularly from the postboy. 
We are all pretty well in health. I have my old whore- 
son cough, and I think t may call it mine for life. The 
earl"*^ is sender idem. Lord Harley is in the country^ 
Our brotherhood is extremely dispersed ; but so as that 
we have been three or four times able to get as many of 
the society togetha*, and driok to our absent friends. I 
have been made to believe, that we may see your r^ 
yerend person this summer in England : if lio, I shall be 
glad to meet you at any place 9 but, when you come to 
Iiondon, do not go to the Cocoa-tree (as you seut your 
letter) but come immediately to Duke^street, where you 
aball find a bed, a book, and a candle : so pray think of 
flojiHiming no where else. Fray give my service to all 
frfends in general. I think, as you have ordered the 
matter, you have made the greater part of Ireland list 
themselves of that number. I do not know how you 
-can recompense them, but by coming over to help me to 
correct the book which I promise them. 

You will pardon my having used another hand, since 
it is so much better than my own ; and, believe me ever, 
with the greatest truths dear sir, yours, 

M. PRIOik 

• Of Oxford* 
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FROM THE EABJL OF OXFOilBi, 

■ V 

Two jeacs' rietreal kai made m% tasle iIm coneeiat-. 
tion of nij dearest firiend with a gveaMur velkhi than 4»k% 
«t the tkae of my beii^ charined with it io OAir firequeai 
JQUrDies to Wiodsar.. Three of jotur kiteifr ha^e come 
safe to my haods. The first about two jears tjbati 
dial my son kee|» as. a bmilj momiaieiil. The odier 
two arrived since the first of July. My heaxt &i ofteo 
with you, but 1 delayed writlog us expectatioa of giT-* 
ipg a perfect answer about uiy goiog to Bramptoii ; but' 
the truth i8» the warmth of rejoiciog in those parts iasa 
iar from abatiag» that I am persuaded by my frienda ta 
so iuto Cambridgeshiie, where you are too just not tm 
believe you wiU be wekome before any ooe ia.tbe world* 
The loogiog your friends, have to see you must be: sul^ 
HuUed to the judgmeot yourself makes of all ciicwor 
ataoces. At present this seeafn to be a oooisr diioatft 
than your island is likely to be» when they assemble^ 
42c. Our impatience to see you sbouki not draw you 
into uneasiness. We loi^ to embrace you» if you find 
U may be of no incoavenieuce to youiseUl 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

• Heathrcpy Aug. 24, 1 71 7. 

TovRS, my good firiend, of the sixth, finds me in Ox* 
iinrdshke with the Duke of Shrewsbury, which would 
sooner have been acknowledged, had I stayed in Lon- 
don. Before^ I left that pious city, I made due inquiiy 
into the methods and regularity of your correspondeoct 
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with the earL* He has received jour letters; he will 
answer them— but not to day, sicut olim^ Nothing cau 
change him. I can get no positive answer from him, nor 
can any man else ; so trouble yourself no more on that 
head than he does. He is still in London, and possiblj 
has answered you, while I am a little arraigning his ner 
gleet; but in all cases Hheravi unimammeam. 

I wish you were in England, that you might a little 
look over the strange stuii^ that I am to give, our friends 
for their money. I shall be angry if you are near and 
not with me; but when I see you^ that weighty question 
may eanly be decided. In the mean time I am taking 
your good counsel, and will be in the country as much 
^ I can. 

You have found two mistakes in the list, but have not 
corrected them. I presume w/sliall have it of the best 
edition, when you send the list back again ; of which, I 
say, DO ba^te is required. 

Give my service and thanks to all friends ;, reserve 
only to yourself the assiu*ance of my being, beyond ex* 
pression, friend, yours, &c. 



FEOMf ME. ADDISON. 

DEAR SIB, March 20, 1 71 7- lH. . 

Multiplicity of buuneas, and a Uog dangerous fit 
of sickness, have prevented me from answering the ob» 
liging letter you honoused* me with some time since : 
but, God be thanked, I tannet make use of either of 
these e^icuses at^ present, being entirely free botb of 

•Of Oxford. I£ 
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iny office^ and my asthma. I dare not hoirever vea- 
ture injself abroad yet, but have sent the conteqts of 
youf last to a friend of mine (for he is very much so, 
though he is my successorf) vfho I hope >? ill turn it to 
the advantage of the gentlemen whom you mention. I 
know you have so much zeal and pleasui^ in doing 
kind offices for those you wish well to, th|it I liope you 
represent tlie hardship of the case in the strongest co- 
' lours, that it can possibly bear. However, as I always 
honoured you for your good nature, which is a very 
•dd quality to celebrate in a man who has talents so 
much more shining in the eyes of the world, I should be 
glad if I could any way Concur with you, in |Xitting a 
stop to what you say is now in agitation. 

I must here condole wjth you upon the loss of that 
excellent man, the Bishop of Derry4 ^ho has scarce 
leA behind him his equal in humanity, agreeable con- 
versation, and all kinds of learning. We have ofteo 
talked of you with great pleasure ; and, upon this occa- 
sion, I cannot but reflect upon myself, who at the same 
time that I omit no opportunity of expressing my esteem 
for you to othei*s, have been so negligent in doing it to 
yourself. I have several times taken up my pen to 
write to you, but have been always interrupted by 
some impertinence or other ; and to tell you unreser- 
vedly, I have been unwilling to answer so agreeable a 
letter as that I received from you, with one written io 
form only ; but I must still have contmued silent, bad 
I deferred writing, till I could have made a suitable 
letum. Shall we never again talk together in laconic? 

* Of fecretary of state, which post Mr. Addison resigned oo the 
fourteenth of March, 1717-18, and had a pension granted him c^Oae 
thousand five hundred pounds a year. H. 

f James Craggs, Esq. B* 

\ Dr. St. George Ashe. See Jan. 28, nU. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. itf? 

Wbenever you see Eogland, your company will be the 
most acceptable in the worid at Holland house,^ where 
you are highly esteemed by Lady Warwick, and the 
young lord ; though by none any where more than by, 
Ar^ your most faithful and most obedient humble ser* 
▼wit, J.ADDISON. 



FROM LORD HARLEY. 

April 12, 1718. 
His lordship writes to the Dean, ^ that he hopes to 
see him at Wimple this year ; that Lord Oxford was 
well, and talked of going into Herefordshire." He adds» 
** Tour sistert is obliged to go to Bath, presents her 
humble service, and desires you to accept of a little 
etui I beg you will not deny me the favour to take 
tbe SDUflTbox, wl^h comes along with it, to supply the 
place of that which was broke by accident some time 
ago. I am, with true respect, 

Tour most humble servant- and brother, 

HARLETr^* 



* The Dean had lodgings at Kenrington in the summer of 1712 1 
and Mr. Addison lived tliere at the same time, being some yean be^ 
(ore his marriage with the Countess of Warwick. The famous spealc- 
ing doctor at Kensington, ridiculed by Swift in the Tatler, wa^ 
James Ford, who professed the art of curing stammering, and remove 
lag other impediments in the speech, and taught foreigners the pro.* 
qunciation of the English language. 

f Lady Harley ; so called from her husband being a member with 
Swift of the dab which oaUed themselves brothers. N. 
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F&OM MR. PRIOR. 

DKAB SIR, May. 1, 1718. 

A PRBTTv kind of amuseB^eut l bove beeo engaged 
io: ooiomafiijiemicolotis, italics, and capitals, to roak^ 
DOQseose more pompous^ aod furbelow bad poetry irith 
good printing. My friends' letters, in tbe mean tioKV 
have lain unanswered : and the obligations I have I* 
them, on account of the yery book itself are unacknow- 
ledged. This is not all ; I roust beg you once more In 
transferr to us an entire list of my subscribers, with their 
^tinct titles,, that they may*^ for my honour, be- printed 
at the bcfinping of my book. Tins will. easily be done 
hj. revising the list, which we seat to you. I muat pnf 
of you, that it may be exact. Tbe money I receive o( 
MUfbrd as mentioned in. your last 

The B»rl of. Oxford has pot at all disappointed my 
aatpectatiootk fie kr ^iipir imiiii :!Z'd has ss much b^ 
4PoesB to do ne!W,>aft when he was governing England, oi 
impeached for ti'eason. He is: still iQ town, but goii^ 
in a week or ten days into HerefordslHre. X<ord and 
laAy Harley are at the Bath, and as soon as I. shall 
have settled my affairs of the prioting pre^ (sad bosl 
ness ! as yoa very well call it) I shall go into the com' 
try to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My courage 
better. I di*ink very often to your health, with some 
of our fideods here; and am always with the great«i( 
truth and affection, dear sir. 

Your obliged and most obedient servant, 

M. PRIOR 
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FfeOM THE SAME. 

iiEAR SIR, May 29, 1 7 1 8. 

I HAVE received jours of the 6th, tritb the list cop- 
tected. J have tiiro colon and tomma men. We cor- 
rect, and desfgn to publish, as fast as the nature of this 
great or sorry work, «s you call it, will bear; but tre 
ihall not be out before Christmas, so that our friends 
abroad may complete their collection till Michaelmas, 
%ni, be returned soon enough to hare their names 
printed and their bookd got ready for them. I thank 
)rou most heartily for what you have been pleased to 
do io this kind. Give yourself no farther trouble : but 
if -any gebtleman, between this and Michaelmas, dfesires 
to subscribe, do not refuse it I have received th6 
money of Mr. Mitford. 

I am going to-morrow rooming to the Bath, to medt 
liOrd Harley there^ I shall be back in a month. ^ 

The Earl of Oxford is still here. He will go into 
Herefordshire some time in June. He says he will 
write to you himself. Am I particular enough ? Is this 
prose? And do I distingni^ tenses? I have nothing 
more to tell you, but that you are the happiest man in 
the world : and if you are once got into la bagatelle^ yoa 
may despise the world. Beside contriving emblems, 
such as cupids, torches, and hearts for great letters, I am 
dow unbinding two volumes of printed heads, to have 
Chem bound together in better order than they were 
tefore. Do not you envy me? For the rest, matters 
continue skut olhu I will not tell you how much I 
.want you, and I cannot tell you how well I love yoii. 
Write to me, my dear dean, and give my service to all 
our fiiendjs. Your's ever, 

M. PRIC 
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FROM PETER LUDLOW, ESQ.* 

September 10, 171B. 

I SEND 70U the enclosed pamphlet bj a private tnu 
Bot daring to veoture It by the commoo post; for it I 
melaacholy circumstaace we are now io, that friends : 
afraid to cany on even a bare correspondence, an 
more to write news, or send papers of consequence (s 
take the enclosed to be) that way. But I suppos 
need make.no apology for not sending it by post, for j 
must know, and own too, that my fears are by no me 
groundless. For, your inend Mr. Manleyf has b 
guilty of opening letters that were not directed to b 
nor his wife, nor really to one of his acquaintance. . 
deed, I own, it so happened, that they were of no c 
sequence, but secrets of state, secrets of families, 1 
other secrets (that one would by no means let Mr. M 
ley know) might have been discovered ; beside a th 
sand, nay, for aught I know, more than a thousand 
lamities might have ensued ; I need not (I belie' 
enumerate them to you ; but, to be plain with yoq, 
man nor woman would (with their eyes open) be obHg 
to show all they had to Mr. Manley. These I tbi 
sufficient reasons for sending it in the manner I do ; 1 
submit them and myself to your candour and censuri 

The paper, I believe, youll find very artfully wi 
ten, and a great deal couched under the appearance 
own at first) of blunders, and a silly tale. For wl 
with half an eye, may not perceive, that by the old 1 
man's being drowned at Ratcliff-highway, and not dc 

* Of Arsnlagh, In the county of Meath, Esq. graodsoo of 
famous Ludlow^, who wrote ihe Memoirs of his own times. F. 

t Postmaster general of Ireland,, whom Dr. Swift had greatly 
friended in Queen Anne's time. D. S. 
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yet, is meaut the church, nhich may be sunk or drown- 
ed, but in all probability will rise again. Then the 
man, who was followed, and overtaken, is easily guessed 
at. He could not tell (the ingenious author says) whe- 
ther she was dead : true ! but may be he will tell soon. 
But then the author goes on (who must be supposed « 
high churchman) «nd inquires of a man riding a horse- 
back upon a mare. That's preposterous, and must al- 
lude to a great man who nas been guilty (or he is foully 
belied) of very preposterous actipns ; when the author 
comes up to him, the man takes him for a robber, or to- 
ry, and ran from him, but you find he pursued him fiuri- 
ously. Mark that : and the horse. This is indeed car- 
rying a figure farther than Homer does : he makes the 
shield or its device an epithet sometimes to his warrior, 
but never, as I remember, puts it in place of the person; 
but there is a figure for this in rhetoric^, which I own I 
do not remember ; by which we often say, he is a good - 
fiddle, or rather, as by the gown b often meant particular 
parsons. Well then, you find the horse, seeing himself 
dead, or undone, ran away as fast as he could, and left 
the preposterous fellow to go afoot. During tliis their mis- 
fortune, the candid author (whom I cannot mention with- 
out a profound respect) calls them friends, and means to 
do them no harm ; only inquires after the welfaie of the 
church. Ah ! dear sir, this is the true character of thef 
lories. And here I cannot but compare the generosity 
and good nature of the one, with tlie sullen ingratitude 
of the other; we find the horse gone, and they footing 
it give a surly answer ; while the other (though a con- 
queror) offers his friendship, and asks the question with 
a " pray inform me.'* 

I have gone, my dear friend, thus far with the paper, 
to show you how excellent a piece I take it to be, a^ud 
must beg the favour of you to give me your opinion of 
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it» and send me your animadversions upon the nihtAt ; 
which I am confident you will not refuse me, when you 
consider of how great an advantiage they will be to tlie 
whole earth, who, may be, to this day, have read orer 
these sheets with too superficial an understanding ; and 
especially since it is the request of, learned, sir, 

Tour most dutiful and obedient humble ser.vant, 

SIR POLITICK WOUIjI>BE. 

I submit it to your better judgment (when you make 
a more curious inquiry into the arcana of thb piece) to 
consider whether, by Sir John Vangs (who you find Byes 
by the water-side) must not be meant the Dutch ; sinc^ 
you find too, that he eats bag pudding freezing-hot; this 
may seem a paradox, but I have been assured by a curf- 
ous friend of mine of great veracity, who had Kved 
many winters in Holland, that nothing is more common 
than for hpt pudding to freeze in that cold country : but 
then what convinces me that by Shr John the Dutch 
fnust be meant, is, that jrou find he creeps out of a stop- 
iperhole^ which alludes to their mean origin. I must ob- 
serve too, that gammer Yangs had an old woman to her 
son. That^s a bob for Glorious.^ But I am under 
great concern to find so hard a sentence past upon poor 
Swift, because he's little. I think him better ibun any 
of them, and hope to see him greater. 

* Tbe c^mmoB appellatidn in Ireland for Kias William HI. J>. ft 



# 



DOCTOR SWIFT. IW 



FROM MR. PRIOR* 

)hr»BAE imxvj London^ Stpt. 25, 171B. 

I Ibjlvs qow made an end of i^hat 70U, lo your 
hau|^7 maooer, have called wvetched work. M7 
bed^ k qttite pri&ted eS; aod if you are as much upon 
the hagaidU as you preteod to be, you will find more 
pleasure io it than you imagine. We are going to print 
the subscribers' names : if, Uierefore, you have any by 
y9u, whicb are not yet remitted, pray send them over 
by the ooxt post If you have not, pray send me word 
of that too ; that, in all cases, I may at Isst hear from 
you. The £arl of Oxi^d has been in town all this 
summtBr, is now going into Herefordshire, and says I 
shall see you very soon in £ngland. I would tell you 
with what pleasure this would be, if I knew upon what 
certainty the hopes of it were founded. Write me word 
of this too ; for upon it I would order my matters to, 
that I may be as much with you as I can { and this you 
wiU find no little favour ; for^ I assure yt>u,* we are all 
60 diauged, that there is very little choice of such com- 
paoy Bs^'^ou would like ; and except about eighteen 
hundred that have subscribed to my book, I do not hear 
of as' many more ia this nation, that haVe common sense. 
My cousin Pennyfeather and WilL PhiUips drink your 
health. I cough, but I am otherwise well ; and till I 
cease to cough, t. e. to live, I am, with entire friendship 
and affection, dear sir, 

Tour most obedient and hiunble 8^ervant> 

M. P^J^OR. 

* On the back of this letter the Dean has written, ** Levgnda est 
^mim paupertas eoram hominum, qui din reipublics viventes, paiipe- 
res sunt, et noUoruBi magis.** N. 
TOL. XT I. 1 
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FROM MR. ADDISON; 

DSlR SIR, Bristol, Oct. 1, 1718. 

I HAVE received the hoaour of jour letter at BriBtfil, 
where I have just finished a course of water drio1uii|^ 
which I hope has pretty wdl recovered me from the 
leaving^B of my last winter^s sickness. As for the suhjed 
of your letter, though you know an affair of that natwe 
camiot well nor safely be treated of in writing, I deidred 
a friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore,* that I 
was under a pre-engagem^nt, and not at my own choice • 
to act in it, and have since troubled my Lady Ashe with 
a letter to the same effect, which I hope has not miscar- 
ried. However, upon my return to London, I will fa^ 
ther inquire into that matter, and see if there is any 
room left for me to .negotiate as you propose. 

I live still in hopes of seeing you in England, and if 
you would take my house at Biltonf in your way^ (which 
lies upon the road within a mile of Rugby) I would 
strain hard to meet you there^ provided you would make 
me happy in your company for some days'. The great- 
est pleasure I have met with for some months, is in the 
conversation of my old friend Dr. Smahridge 4 ^ha^ 
since the^ath of the excellent man you menUon, it |p 
tne the most candid and agreeable of all bishops; I 
would say clergymen, were not deans comprehended iir 
^der that title. We have often talked of you; andwiita 
I assure you he has an exquidte taste of writing, I need 
not tell you how he talks on such a subject. I look 

* Some time after apeaVer of the house of comaiODS, and one of the 
lords juflftices of Ireland. N. - - v 

f A small village in Warwickshire, where Mr. Addiaoa*g obIj 
diughter long resided, and died in 1797, at a very advanced ^ge. .N. 

1 M ho had been piomoted to ^e bi'^hopric of Bristol in 1713. fi- 
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upon it as mj good fortune, that I can express my es- 
teem of you, ev^en to those wbo are not of the bii^op's 
party, without giving oflfence. When a man has so 
much compass in his character, he aflfords his friends 
topics enough to enlarge upon, that all sides ^dmirOi^ 
I ara sure a sincere and zealous friendly behaviour dis- 
tkignisties you as much as your many more shining ta- 
lents; and as I have received particular instances of St, 
jou must have a very bad opioioq of me, if you do not 
think I heartily love and respect you^ aikl that I am 
ever, dear.sir, 

Tour most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

J- ADDISOK 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DBAR SIR, London, Oci. 'i Ay 1718* 

This serves for an envdop to the enclosed; for I 
cannot tell whether you care to hear from any of your 
friends on this side. In your last, I think, you desired 
tne to let you alone to enjoy yoiir own spleen. Can you 
purchase your fifty pounds a year in Wales as yet ? I 
can tell you, beforehand, Lewis scorns to live with you 
there. He keeps company with the greatest, and is 
prindpal governor in many families* I have been in 
France: six weeks at Paris, and as much at Rouen; 
where, I can assure yon, I hardly heard a word isi news 
or politics, except a little clutter about sending some im- 
pertinent presidens du parUament (o prison, that had 
the impudence to talk fw the laws anS liberties of theur 
countiy; I was asked for motnneur Swift by many 
people, I c^p Bmxt you ; and particularly by the Duke 
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d'AwiNmt I Vftm. respectftdl/ ami fcfaidlj beated bjr 
many Mks, and evea 1^ the great Mr*^ Law.* AmoogBt 
9iher thi09i» I had the hoDour to cany aii Irish ladyf to 
Kmntit that. wis adnived hejotid all the ladies in Fmice 
for bfbr bws>ty- Bhe hzA goeat bouoiin dope her. The 
hussar bimfielf was ordered to bring her the king's cat to 
kifis. Her. name is Bennet. AnHmg ether folks I s^w 
your old friend Lvrd Bofingbrokev who asked for you. 
He looks just as he did* Tour friends h^pe are ia good 
health : not diapged in their sentaraents toward you. I 
left my two girls in France with their uncle^ which was 
my chief business. I do not know that I have aoj 

'^ The Gontri ver of |he Mississippi scheme. H . 
t The celebrated beauty, Miss Nelly Bonnet) on whom these lioM 
were written -. 

For when as Nelly came to France, 

(Jqvited by her cousins) 
Across the Thuilleries, each glance 
' Killed Frenchmen by whole dozens. 

' The King, as he at dinner sat, 

Did beckon to his hussar, 
And bid him bring hie tabby c at;, 
Fdr. charming Nell to bust her. 

The ladies were with iTtge provoked, 

To mM her <o nesp^eeted : 
The mep lo<ik*d areh, as Nelly stroked, 

And puss her tail erected. 

iSiut not a «an did look empko^, 

JSjwej^t on pretty Nelly ; 
. Then said the Duke de VUleroJ, 
Jh! qu^'tUetstbienjolie? 

The courtiers all, with one aecord, 

Broke out in Nelly's praises; 
AdmirM her rose, and lis saru farde^ ^ 

Wbicll< are ffw teno» FranciMa, R. 
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firieDds qd jour side, beside Mr. Ford, to irtaom gii^e my 
service, aod to Dr, FarDel) and Mr. Jervis.* 

If it be possible for you, obey tbe contents of tliie en- 
dosed ; which, I suppose, is a kind invitation. Tkt 
Dragonf is just as he was, only ail his old habits ten times 
stronger upon him than ever. Let me beg of yoa not to 
foi^et me, for I can never cease to love and esteem you ; 
beiflg ever 

Your most affeetionate 

and obliged humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM THE SAME. 

BEAR BROYHEU, JjcnAn^Dee, 11, 1718. 

Foil so I had called you before, wer^ it ttot fotf a cct- 
taiii reverence I pay to deans. I find you wish bKith irie 
aad yourself to live to be old and rich. The second 
Ifoes in course along with the first; but yott cannot givte 
•seven (that is the tythe of seventy) good reasoitt f<fr 
either. Glad at my heart should I be, if Dr. Helsham]: 
or I could do yoa any good. My service to Dr. Hel- 
sbam; he does not want my advice in the case. I hare 
done good lately to a patient and a friend in that com- 
pkdnt of a vertigo^ by cinnabar of aatiiiMMiiy aod castor, 
made up into boluses with coofect of alkerroes. I had 
BO great opinion of the cinnabar ;. but trying it amoagit 
♦ther things, my friend found good of this prefcrqpiloa. 

* The very eminent paioter. 

f TheBarlofOxfbrd. N. 

i Senior fellow of Trinity College, . £)ablin» and a moit emiiMiit 
mathematician ; author of *^ Lectures on Natural and Experimeata 
Philo9ophy,** and of whom see some pleasantries, in the poetical part 
of thiseoUection. N. 
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I liad tried the castor alone before, not with bo much 
fUjCcesB. Small quantities of tinetura saerOj now and 
then will do you good. There are twenty lords^ I be. 
lieve, would send you horses, if they knew how. One 
or two have offered to me; who, I believe, would be as 
good as their word. Mr. Rowc, the poet laureat, is 
^ dead, and has left a damned jade of a Pegasus. I will 
answer for it, he will not do as your mare did, having 
more need of Loican's present, than Sir Richard Black- 
more. I would fain have Pope get a patent for life 
for the place, with a power of putting in Durfey his de- 
puty. 

I sent for the two Rosingraves, and examined the 
matter of fact. The younger had no concern in the 
note oi 202. The elder says, that he thou^t the 20L 
due to him, for the pains and some expense he bad been 
at about the young fellow ; and his master Bethel, who 
had given Mr. Rosiqgrave the elder ten guineas before, 
thought the same reasonable. He says, he did not take 
it by way of bribe, but ^is his due ; and did never in- 
tend to make use of it but when the young fellow was 
in circumstances to pay him. The younger Rqsingrave 
was begged and intreated both by Bethel and the young 
fellow (who would not go without him) to accompany 
him to Ireland ; and did believe that bearing his^ ex- 
penses, which was done by Bethel, was the least he could 
take. There is one thing in this fellow's paper that I 
know to be a lie, his being ill used by Rosingrave at 
Lord Carnarvon's. He sung there, I believe once olr 
twice for his own instruction or trial ; and Lord Carnar- 
von gave him a guinea. He went some times to hear 
the music for his improvement^ , This is what they tell 
me* However, I have . reprimanded the elder Rosin- 
grave for taking the note. When this fellow came first 
to town, I thought his voice might do, but found it did 
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not improve. It is inightj hard to g,et such a sort of a 
voice. There is an excellent one in the kipg's chapel I 
but he will not go. The top one of the world is in Bris- 
tol choir : and I believe might b^ managed ; though jour 
Rosingrave Is really much improved ; so do not totally 
exclude the young fellow till you have more maturely 
coQfiidered the matter. 

The Dragon"*^ is come to town, and was entering upon 
the detail of the reasons of state that kept him from ap- 
pearing at the beginning, Slc when I did believe at the 
same time, it was only a law of natui^e, to which the Dra- 
gon b most subject, Remanere in statu in quo esty rasi (k- 
turheiurab ettrinseco. Lord TIarley and Lady Harley 
give you their service. I>wis is in the country with 
Lwd Batliurst, and has writ ine a most dreadful story 
of a mad dog that bit their huntsman ; since which ac- 
cident,'! am told, he has shortened his stxniips three 
borei^; they were not loi^ before. Lord Oxford pre* ' 
seot^d him with two horses. He has sold one, and sent 
th^ other to grass, avec heoMC^p de sagesse* I do not 
, believe the story of Lord Bolingbroke's marriage, for I 
- Jbftve been consulted about the lady ; and, by some de- 
ifm^ in her comtitution, I should not think her appetite 
Iligtiffmch toifard matrimony. There is some talk abdut 
-fVf^PfPPflg Jhia attainder ; but I wish he may sot be disr 
i.lkMKyiiited. I am f<)r all precedents of that kind. They 
i say thepreteoder is likely to have his chief minister im- 
. pe9ch?d .too. He. has bis. wife prisoner like a ***** 
TThe foolQien of th^ house of commons cbose their speak- 
er; and impeach, &c. I think it wi^re proper, that all 
' roonarchs should serve their apprtnticesfaips as preten- 
- dCTs, that we might discover their defects. Did yoa 
> ever expect to live to see the Duke of Ormond fightiog 

» The Earl of OxA>rd. t(. 
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agaibst the protestaDt succesnon, and the Duke of Be^ 
wkk fighting for it ? France, in confederacy with Eng- 
land, to reduce the exorbitant power of Spain ? I realty 
think there is no such good reason for living till seventy, 
as curiosity. Tou say 70U are ready to resent it as as 
aflront, if I thought a beautiful lady a curiosity in Ire- 
land ; but pray is it au affront to say that a lady hardly 
' known or observed for her beauty iu Ireland is a curiosi- 
ty in France ? All deans naturally fa^ into paFalogisnoiB. 
My wife gives her kind love and service, and, which is 
the first thing that occurs to all wives, wishes yoa well 
married. 
I have not clean paper more than to bid you adiea. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKK 

March I7y 171^19, 
I HAVE Bot these several years tasted so sensible a 
pleasure, as your letters of the 6th of January and 0tit 
of February gave me ; and I know enough ^ the ten- 
derness of your heart, to be assured, that the kkter I am 
writing will produce much tlie same eSbd on ^oe. I 
fed my owapleasure, and I feel your's. The tiiiest rt- 
flection, and at the same time, the bitter^t satire wbidi 
can be made on the present age, is this ; that to think as 
you think, will make a man pass for roinaetic. Sinceri- 
ty, constancy, tenderness, are rarely to be found. They 
are so much out of use, that the man of mode imi^giiies 
them to be out of nature. We meet with few friends ; the 
greatest part of those who pass for such, are^ property 
speaking, nothing more than acquaintance; and no won- 
der, since Tally's maxim is certainly true, that friend- 
ship can subsist ntm nisi infer b<mo9» At that ag^e of 
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life, when there bbalm io the blood, and that conOdence 
in the ndod, which the ioooceocj of oiir owo heart io- 
BpsKs, and the experience of otber men's deatioyi, I wap 
apt to coofiittDdiii^ aoc|aiaot«oce and my frieodg iogethev» 
I never doubted bat that I had a mmMrous cohort of the 
latter. I txpectedi if ever I fell into misfortune^ to have 
188 mao7, and as remarkable instances of friendship to 
produce, as the ScytMau, in one of Lucian's Bialoguei^ 
draws from his nation. Into these misfortunes I have 
&Uen. Thiis far my propitious stars have not disap- 
pointed my expectations. The rest have almost entire* 
ly failed me. The fire of my adversity has purged the 
nilasB of my acquaintance ; and the separation made, I 
discover, on one nde, a handful of friends ; but on the 
other, a legion of enemies, at least of strangers. Happiijs 
this fiery trial has had an effect on me, which makes me 
some amends. I have found less resources in other pco* 
pie, and more in myself than I expected. I make good, 
at this hour, the motto which I took nine years ago, when 
I was weak enough to list again under the conduct of i^ 
man,* of whom nature meant to make a spy, or, at most, 
a captain of miners; and whom fortune, in one of her 
whimsical moods, made a general. ^ 

I enjoy, at this hour, with very tolerable health, great 
tranquillity of mind. You will, I am sure, hear, this 
with satisfaction j and. sure it is; that I tell it you with«> 
out the least affectation. I live, my friend, in a nar- 
rower circle than ever ; but J think in a largeK When I 
look back on what is past, I observe a multitude of errors, 
bi|t nocrioies. I hdve been far from following the ad- 
vice which Ca^lius gave to Cicero : Id melius statucre 
tpiod iuiii^ sit : and I think, may say to myself nbat 
Dolabeila says in one of his letters to the same Cicero : 

»TheJSariofOxtoTld. B. 
I 2 
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Satisfactum est jam a te, vd ejfido^ vel fandlkrUflti : 
saHsfacivm eiiam partibHS^ et d r^hUce^quamiuprO' 
has. Rdiquum cstj ubi nunc est respuhliea: fdi<tmft 
pothts, quitm, dum illem vetsran sequaumr, simus in 
nuUd. What atj ntfiiiory has iuniiahed mi this head 
(for I have neidier books nor papers here coacemiog 
home affain) Is writ with ^at truth, and with as much 
deamess^as I could give it. If ever we meet, you w^]^ 
perhaps, not think two or three hours absolutely thrown 
away in reading it. One thing I will venture to assure 
you (^ beforehand, which is, tliat you will think I never 
deserved more to be commended than while I was the 
most blamed ; and, that you wiU pronounce the brii^test 
part of my character to be that which bas been diigujb^ 
ed ftiy the nature of things, misrepresented by the malke 
of men, and which is stUl beUnd a cloud. In what is 
passed^'therefor^ I find no .great source of uneasiocss. 
Am (a the present, my fertone is extremely reduced : but 
my denres are sdlL more 80» Nothing is more certaia 
thuui this truth, that all our wants, beyond those wbick 
a veiy moderate income will supply, are jpmefy imap- 
nary; and that his happiness is greater, and better aa». 
sjured, who brings his mind up to a temper of not feeUt^ 
them, than his who feels them» and has wherewltbal t0 
pplytl)em» 



- Vidf« qus Btaxima cre^ie 



** £ste mala» eipsuum cenaum, turpeuupie Eepaham,. 
^ auanto devrites, &c;*** 

Which I paraffoased thus^ sot long ago^ ^ioy jq^ 
chaise: 
survey mankind, observe what risks they nm^ 
What fancied ills, thro' real dangers, 

<^ Horace, Book L Epist. X. .. 



- DOCTOR SWIFT. . 203 

: ThoMfiuMiediUSfSodreadliiltotliegreatf 

A lo9t electioD, or iinpair'd estate. ...... 

Otwerve the merchaot, who, intent on gaifli 

Affiymts the terron of the Indian main \ 

Tim' stomui arise, and broken rocks appear, ~ 

He flies from poyerty, knows no other fear. 

Vain men ! who might arrive, with tdl far less/ 

By smoother paths, at greater happiness. 

For 'tis superior blise uot to desire 

Thai trifling good^ which f^MkUj jeu admire^ 

Possess precarious, and too dear acquire. 

What hackney gladiator can you find^ 

By whom the Olympic, crown would be decHh'd ? 

Who^ rather than that glorious palm to seize, 

With safety combat, and prevail with ease, 

Would choose on some inglorious stage to tnady 

And, fighting, stroll from wake to wake for bread ? 

As to what is to happen^ I am not anxious about it; 

OP which subject I have twenty fine quotations aVthe 

end of n^ pen : but, I think, it is better to* own IranUy 

to you, that upon 9 principle (which I have long estli- 

bBshed) we are a great desA more mechanical than our 

Tanity will give us leave to allow $ I have familiarized 

tke wont prospects to my right ; and, by staring want, 

Bolitude, neglect, and the rest of that train ip the face, I 

bave disarmed them of their terronk. . I haiFe beard of 

somebody, who, while he was in the Tower, used every 

mornings to lie down oa the blocks an^ 90 act over hi» 

last scene. 

Nothing disturbs* me, but the uncertainty of my rituar 

tioQ» wluch the zeal.oCaftw fineudu^ and the inveteracy 

of a gieat many enemies, entertain.. The more pvqpaied 

X am to pass the semmder of my life in exile, die more 

seuribly shaU I feel the pleasure of returning to you,,if 

his. majes^'s unconditional fiftvour (the oflfers. of whiob 

t 3 



UM L£TT£BS TO AKD FBOm 

prevented erea mj wishes) pOTta at bateffisetiiaL I 
caimot apply to my%tU, as yea bid me, da; 

Aon KUjnrwttf» 
fngemwn^ noti intuUiim of, 

and what follows ; and, if erer we live Iq the same coun- 
tiy together^- you shall not apply to* me, 

Quodii 



I have writ to you, befave I was awave of k, a long 
letter. The pleasiitoof bteakkag at^ leog a sHeace tiaaii 
ports me; aodyoursefltimeiitisasiifficieiilexcine. It 
is not so.eaiy io fiad doe for talking so nmeh aboat nrp 
self; but I shall want none with you upoot this seoie 
Adieu. 

This letter will get safe to Londoa; and from thenee; 
I bope, the friend, to whom I recommend it, will iad 
means of codveying it to you* For God's sake, n»iNM 
apologies for your quotations, unless you mean, by at 
eusing yourself, to correct me* 

There never was a better appMcation than your^i^ el 
the story of Piero^ole» Things are come to thai paMi 
the storks will never cottier and they must be portewal 
their lives. They are someibi^ worse; for I hm 
rather be a porter than a tool: I would sooner lend oH 
my baek to hire, than wy name. They are ai tlua IkH 
the instruments of a sauey gardner, who has got a gale 
crossoD his stomach, and a ved<eapoiihis^head» 

A poot gentleman, who puts me often in mind ofoi»« 
Scandart picUircs ia Coagreve's play, of "Lov# U 
]jove»'' whese a soldicff ia representied with hi» bear 
where hia head should be, and noliead at all, is the cei 
^lipctiHc of ihiadoughtyeoterpilae; which, will endia nak 
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Ifi^ tbek ciuiBe a liAUe more de0peral;e tb»a k ^ Again 

Let ne hen from yeii bjr tbe sane cooyeyaoGe thai 
iMioga you ibis.* I am in paio about your health, Fnnp 
the 6tb of Jaauaiy \f^ the 10th of February is a loi^ 
oourse of iHnQM, 



TO LORD BOLII7G6ROK& 

I i«ii»Bi whether I Cnmerly mendoued to you what 
I iou^a obienred in Cicero; that in tome of bis letten, 
whUehc waiio cadle, there is a sort of meiaocholy plea- 
sunc^ whidt is wonderftiHy afiecting. I b^ey^ the rea< 
SOD must be» that io those cirGomstaaoes of life, thare is 
•more leisure for friemiship tO' operate; without any mix- 
ifttaie of eayy, iotevest, or ambitloa. But, I am afraid, 
this wsM chiefly whea Cicero writ to his brethren in e$- 
. ik, or they to him; because common distrem is ^ great 
promoter both of friendship and speculation: fer» I 
dttibt,. prosperity and adversily are U» much at van- 
wee, eF«r to suffer a near aUiaoce betveen their owueiv. 
. Friendship, we say, is created.!^ a resemblance of 
hamouts. You allow diat adverrity both tsoght you M> 
think and reason much otherwise than you did ; where- 
as I can assure you, ^iSiat those who contrired to stay at 
hune, and keep what they had, aie not changed at aU : 
and if they soraetunes driid: an absent friend's health, 
tfaey bare iiilly diKfaaiged their duty; I have been, &r 
some time^ nursii^ up an observatiof), which perhaps 
aniy. be a just one; that no men. are used so ill» upoi^a 
change of times, as those who acted upon a public view» 
without regard to themselves* I do not mean from the 
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' ckcttmstaooe of sariog more or leas moo^y but bed 
take it, that the same graio of caution, which disp 
man to fill his coffers, will teadi him how to prf 
them upon all events. And I dare hold a wage 
^the Duke of Marlborough, in all his campaigns 
never known to lose hisbaggage. I am heartily g 
hear of that unconditionai offer you mention, beet 
have been taught to believe there is little good nat 
be had from that quarter ; and if the offer were si 
I know not why it has not succeeded, since every 
is granted that can be asked for, unless there be i 
cepUon only for generous and good natured ai 
When I tbuik of you with a relation to Sir Rogi 
imagine a youth of dxteen marrying a woman of i 
for love ; she decays every year, while he grows 
his prime; and when it is too late, he wonders 1m 
oottid think of so unequal a match, or what is beco 
the beauty he wa^ so fond of. I amtold,heoutdoei 
self in every quality for which we used to quarrd 
him. I do not thkk^ that leisure of Hfe, and tram 
ty of min4 which fortune and your own wisdoi 
given you, could be better employed than in drawii 
veiy exact mem^rs of those affidrs, wherein^ to my 1 
ledger yon had the most difficult and weighty part : 
I have often thought, in comparing periods ^ time^ 
never was a more important one in England, than 
which made up the four last years of the late q 
Neither do I diink any thing caoid be more entertsd 
or useful, than the stoiy of it Mfy and exactly UM, 
such observations, in such a spirit, style, and metho 
y<Ai alone are capable of performing it. One reason 
we have so few memohni written by principal acto 
heettase much familiarity withgreat affdn mdUa 
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them too little; yet guebpenons will read Tackoi^ 
^omminei nflih v«fiderfiil delight. Tlierefare I 
beg two thiags; fint,that you will not oniit aoy 
le becaiue you thiid^ it of little momeot ; aod second* 
at yoii will write to an ignoraot world, aod not sup- 
^our reader, to be only of the present age, or to lire 
1 ten miles of London. There is nothing more vexes 
I old historians, than when they leave me in the 
in some pass^es which they suppose every one to 
i It is this lazinessy pride^ or kicapadty iA great 
that has given way to the inpertineoto of the nation 
B youiure, to poster us with mempnv fM of trifling 
Mnapce... Let a Frenchman talliltVicewitil a minis* 
fftflilK. hedesiries no mofe to furnish out a volume; 
Lwho am no Frenchman, despairing ever to see any 
Wtriiat you tell me, have been some time providing 
riab fo^ «ich a work, only upon the streqgth of hav- 
leen always among you,, and used with more kind- 
arid confidence than it ofien happens to men of my 
i^an^ teveL But I am heartily glad of so good m 
In t^ think no farther that way, dthdugh I could 
^any things which you would neveir allow yourself 
rite. I have already drawn your character at 
ill in one tract, and a sketch of it in another. But 
I sensible that when Cssar describes one of his own 
ei^ we conceive a greater idea of him from thence^ 
from all the praises 8tpy other writer can give him. 
read your paraplirasep with great pleasure ; and 
Ipodness of the poetry convinces ane of the truth of 
• philosophy* I agree, that a great part of our waats 
iiaginary ; yet there is*a (Afferent proportion, evea 
Ml want, between one man and another. A king 
ived (^ his kiiigdom^ would bo allowed to live ia 
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rei|] waot, aldmugh he had tat thoiuliiid a year ; M 
th« case 19 parallel in ever7^4e9ree of liliBL Whail 
reasoD thus od the case of some ahseot firiendty il i 
queotly takes away all the qufet of my mind. I tU 
it iodeceDt to be merry, or take sattafactioa k aiiy tUi 
wliile tfiose who presided 10 councils or armies, and I 
whom I bad tbe honour to be beloved, are eitbct 
humble sditude, or atteodiiigi like Haonibal, io fore^ 
courts, donee fiiti^no Uheat vigibare fyramia. 1 
health (a thing of no moment) is somewhat mendei 
|N|t» at best, I have an ill bead and an aching beti 
Pray Ood send you soon back to your country in p^ai 
■and honour, that I may once moie see Urn «iim fwa is 
nmiem etepe Hem fregi, Ac^ 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

dhjla sir, WeshmnsUryMe^ 5» 1718. 

SiNCX I love you with all the ties of In^fiaation n 
frbndship, and wish you half the happinesa of IB 
health especially, die chiefest, you will pardon me beii 
a little peevish, when I received your*s of the tweoU 
eigbth past, which told me I must not^xpect to see ys 
here, aad that you were not perfectly well at JDiAtt 
I hope there is a little spleep mixed with your' distea 
per ; in which case your ahorse may be your physlaisi 
and your physician may have the happiness ct bdoi 
your Gompamoo ; an honour, which siiany here weul 
envy hiou As to the sang freid of My, who-liasi 
not, that is wortli conversfcig with, except Harley m 
Bathursi? at least, make no more that s^vt of eemplah 
to me. Isfhatc co:nmemoratio est quasi exprolnraih ; k 
&lly (as Mr. Locke observes) b equal to fifly | and i 
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'coi^ is worse thao the spleen. Mj bookseller is a 
blockhead; so have thej all been,. or worse, from Chau- 
cer's scrivener, down to John aad Jacob,^ Mr. Hyde 
euty excepted, to whom mj books in quires are consign- 

' ed, and the greatest care taken that they are rightly put 
up. Several of the subscnbers to you, requiring their 
books here, have had thero. I need not repeat my 

'ibaoks (o you, for the trouble this matter has given yon ; 
or intreat your favour for Alma and S<flemon« I shsfll 
pdrformi your commands to the Earl of OxfcH'd, sen^per 
idem s and diink your heakh with our friends, which is 
all I can do for you at this distance, till your particular 
order enjoins me any thing, by which I may show you, 
that I am, and desire always to continue, wkb the greats 
^t truth and regard, sir. 

Your most obedient and most hurafble servant, 

M. FRIOR. 



f. • 



FROM THE SAME. 

sij&i WestMmmier, De€. 8, 17 id. 

Hatika spent pmrt of my SHtRmer very agreeably in 
• Cambridgeshire with dear Lord Harley, I am returned 
without him to my own palace ia Duke-street, whence I 
endeavour to ei^lude all the tumult and noise of the 
ndghbouring court of requests, and to live end nikU 
agendo out aliud agende, till he comes to town. But 
there is worse than this yet. I have treated Lady 
HarHetf at Cambridge ; (good God ! a fellow of a cot 

* John Barber and Jacob Todsod. N. 

t Lady Harriot Harley, only daughter c£ Edward Lord Harley i 
afterward Dach«ss of Portland. B. 
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]ege treat 1) and spoke verses to her^ ia a gowQ and cap! 
What ! the pleoipotentiary ao far cooceraed in the 
damned peace at Utrecht ; the roan, that makes up half 
the volume of terse prose, that makes up the report of 
tlie committee, speaking verses ! Stc esit^ hmno sum ; and 
am not ashamed to send Aose very verses to one, vbo 
can make much better. And now let me ask you, bow 
jou do ? and what 70U do? How your Irish country 
tir agrees with you, and when you intend to take any 
English country air? In the spring I will meet you 
where you will, and go with you where you will ; but I 
believe the best rendezvous will be Duke-street, and the 
fairest field for action, Wimple ;| the lords of both ttjoee 
seats agreeing, that no man will be more welcome to 
either than yourself. 

I^is n^any months since the complaints of my sobooi- 
bers are redressed, and that they have ceased to call the 
bookseller a blockhead, by transferring that title to (he 
author. We have not iieard from Mr. Hyde ; but ex- 
pect that at his leisure he will signify to Todsod what 
may relate to tibat whole matter, as to the second rail' 
scriptions. In the mean time, I hope the books hafQ 
been delivered without any mistake ; and shall only 16^ 
: peat to you, that I am sensible of the trouble my poetty 
'. has given yon, and return you my thanks in plain pna^ 
Earl of Oxford, pro mare suo^ went late into the ceinh 
' try, and continues there stil). : Oar friends are all wdl ; 
; so am I, nm cum: f^v^a mokfiia esi ; which is atlfak 
: present writing, and; wiU continue so all the winter. Sf^ 



• # The7 are printed id what it called by the editor, Sanuiel 

phreys, Esq. the third volome of Prior's Works;. and nrp cuUtWili 

** Verses spoken to Lady Heorietta Cavendish Holies Uarlejr, in tht 

library of St. John's College, Cambridge, Nov. 9, 1719.'^ B. * ll 

t The seat of Lord Harley. H. . M 
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-wUd weak lungs, and a verjr good heart, I remaio al- 
.v«j8» sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 

■ 

Service to Matthew Pennyfeather, and all friends. 
Adieu. 



TO MISS VAiraOMRIGH. 

Jx V0U8 fais des coroplimens sur votre perfection dansr 
la langue Fran9oise. II faut vous connoftre long temps 
avant de connoitre toutes vos perfections ; toujours en 
vous voyant et entendaot, il en paroft des nouvelles, qui 
€toieDt auparavant cach^es; il est bonteux pour moi de 
ne s^avoir que le Gascon et le Patoip, au prix de vous. 
II n*y a rien a redlre dans Tortographie, la propri^t^, 
F^Kgance, le douceur et Fesprit. £t que je suis^ot root 
de vous repondre en m8me langage, vous qui 6tes inca- 
pable d'aucune sottisse, si ce n'est I*estime qu'il vous 
plaft d'avoir pour moi; car il n'y a point de m^rite, ni 
VHCiin j^reuve de mon bon goClt, de trouver en vous tout 
et que la nature a donn€ un mortel, je veux dire Phoo- 
^ near, la vertu, le bon sens, Tesprit, la douceur, Fagr^* 
'mebt, et la fermet^ d'ame ; mais en vous cachaot, corome 
"Vims faiteS) le monde ne. vous connoit pas, et vous per- 
^d^E r^lc^e des miliioQs de gens. JDepuis que j'ai Fhon- 
'neur de vous connoitre, j'al toujours remarqu^ que ni 
en conversation particulidre, ni g^n^rale, ancun mot a 
\ '^app^ de votre boiiche^ qui pouvoit §tre raieu^ ex- 
r prim^. £t je vous jure, qu'en fsdsant souvent la plus 
fi€v^re critique, je ne pouvois jamais trouver aucun d6- 
faut en vos actions, ni en vos paroles : la coquetterie, 
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Taiectatioo, la pruderie soDt des unperfectioug que 
ii'avez jamais conoues. £t avecJcNii cela, cnjm 
voni» quil est possible de oe pas vous estimer aa A 
du reste du genre huniaiD ? Cluelles b^tes en jupes 
lea plus exceltoDtes de celks, que je vm sem^es dm 
monde, au prix de vous : en les voyaot, en les ei 
dant, je dis cent fois 1e jour; ne parlez, ne regarde 
pensez, ue faites rien comme ces miserables. Q 
calamite a faire m^prtscr autant de gens, qui sans ic 
de vous seroient asaez supportables : mais H est tem; 
YOUB delasser, et de vous dire Adieu : avec tout ] 
specte, la itnc^xit^, et Testime du monde, jesuis, et 
toujours. 



TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH.* 

iU^ 22, 111 
I HAD an express sent to me yesterday 1^ . 
fdeads^ to let oie know that yeu refused to aooef 
proxy, which I think was in a legal form, and wlf 
the circumstaBces it ought to have. I was likiewl 
formed of some other particulars, relating to yoK 
pleasure for mj not appearing. You may remeoi) 
you please, that I promised last year never to w\ 
again at your visitations ;!• and I will most ceit 
keep my word, if the law will permit me : not fron 
contempt of your lerdsbipVjurisdictions, but that 1 1 
,Bot put you under the temptation of giving me iiiju 

. * '* Sacceisit loannas Evwob [Epiicopua BangoreiuiB] ca 
Uonis ritibui initiatof, quarto Jaouarii, 1701 ; anno 171^ ad 1 
pstoin MedeiiAiiii in Hibernil traaslatin.** Godwin, de Ptm 
Aoc^lflB, Cantab. 1742, fid. N. 
f Sec a^ial|ieq|Deiit Ict^ cm the urns Mityect, July 5. 1721. 



-4 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 213 

Ireatident, which no wise man, if he can avoid it, will 
receive above once from the same persoa. 

I had the less apprehension of anj hard dealing from 
your lordship, because I had been more than ordinarj 
dIBcioiis in my respects to 70U from your first coming 
<nnar. I waited 00 you as «ooa as I knew of your land* 
ing. I attended on you in your first journey to Trim. 
i lent you a useful book relating to your diocese ; and 
lepeatod my visits, tili I saw you never intended to re* 
tiira them. And I could have no design to serve my- 
fd^ having nothing to hope or fear from you. I cannot 
help it^ if I am called of a different party from your 
lordsldp: but that circumstance is of no consequence 
with me, who respect good men of all parties alike. 

I have already nominated a person to be my curate, 
and did humbly recommend him to your lordship to be 
opdaiiied) which must be done by some odier bishop, since 
you were pleased (as I am told) to veftise it : and I am 
apt tu think you will be of opinion, that when I have a 
iMrful curate, I shall not be under the necessity of a per- 
poDid appearance, from which I hold myself excused by 
loetlMp station. If I shall prove to be mistaken, I de- 
cbM my appearance will be extremely against my incli- 
Oilioiia. However, I hope that iu such a case, your 
lorMiip will please to remember in the midst of your re* 
feotnents that you are to speak to a cleigymao, and not 
to a footman. 
X ao^ your lorddiip's reoet obedient humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

f 

MY LORD, December 19, 1719«^; 

I FIRST ooDgntolRte with 70a upoo growing rich ;"4| 
I hope our friend's inibnnation is tnie, Onme sekMm 
patrim. Euripdes mmkes the Q^een JocasU aak hlR 
exiled son, how he got his Tictaals? Bat who eyer ^ 
pected to see you a trader or dealer in stadsF -;l| 
thought to hare seen you where you are, w pcfii^ 
peaier : but diis aUter visum. It may be with ptl^ 
country as with a lady : if she be cruel and ill nattti^ 
and will not receiTe us, we ought to consider that iftwii 
better without her. But, in this case, we may add, A 
has neither Tirtiie, Imnour, nor justice. I have gotteil 
■letxotinto (for want of a better) of Aiist^ipuB^ imiqi 
drawing-room: the motto at the top is, Qmm ^IrufqfiA 
A». and at the bottom, Tantttfi^^ cmn gmUefffi^ 
eammissumjtwenL But, since what I hoard of IBM 
nppi, I am grown fonder of the. former motta Yri 
have heard that Plato followed merchandise three yitfi| 
to show he kbew how to grow rich, as veil as to l^ 
philosopher : and I guess Plato was then about foirt 
the period which the Italians prescribe for being wise^i 
order to be rich at filly — Senes ut in otia Ma reOitd 
I have known somethiDg of courts and minftiters loq|d 
than you, who knew them so many thousand times bli 
ter; but I do not remember to have ever heard o(^ 
seen, one great genius, who had long success in the ■ 
nistry : and recollecting a great many, in my memory id 
acquaintance, those who had the smoothest time, wcrt^ t 
bert, men of middling degree in understanding. Bol,i 
I were to frame a romance of a great minister's life, b 
should begin it as Aristippus has done ; then be sent 1d€ 
exil^ and employ hi^ leisure in writing the memmn € 
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Ik own admiolstration; theo be recalled, invited to re- 
me bis share of power, act as far as was decent ; at 
hit retire to the country, and be a pattern of hospitality, 
ptteoeBs^ wisdom, and vktue. Have yon not observed, 

ttbone is a lower kind of discretion and regularity, 
h seldom fails of raising men to the highest stations, 
ilthe court, the church, and the law? It must be so: 
kf Providence, which designed the world should be go- 
verned by many heads, made it a business within the 
ICich of commoD uuderstandings ; while one great genius 
bjiardly found among ten millions. Did you never ob- 
Krve one of yoiur cleaks cutting his paper with a blunt 
i^oiy knife ? did you ev^ know the knife to fail going 
ht true way ? whereas, if he had used a razor, or a pen- 
Caife» he had odds against him of spoiling a whole sheet. 
Lkare twenty times compared the motion of that ivory 
Vlplemeot, io those talents that thrive best at eourt. 
tUok upoD Lord Bacon, Williams, Strafford, Laud, 
aaieodon, Shafledxiry^ the last Duke of Buckingham ; 
md of my own acquaintance, the Earl of Oxford and 
fwinel^ all great geniuses in thek several ways ; and if 
^i^ had not been so great, would have been less unfor- 
iHUite. I remember but one exception, and that was 
pord Somers, whose timorous nature, joined with the 
liade <ii a common lawyer, and the consciousness of a 
•eto extraction, had taught him the regularity of an al- 
fc fwi^nj or a genUeman usher. But, of late years, I 
have been r^oiog upon this thought : for I plainly sec, 
^ fellows of low intellectuals, when they are gotten at 
(jf ff liead of afi&irs, can sally into the highest exoibitances, 
wUhnuoh more safbty, than a man of great talents can 
make the leaft step out of the way. Perhaps it is for 
fte mme reason, that men are more aftaid of attacking a 
vidoos thaa a mettlesome horse : but I rather think it 
OTing to that incessant envy, wherewith the commbii 
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rate of mankind pursues all superior natures to tiieir owo. 
And I conceive^ if it were left to the clioice of an asi^ be 
woidd rather be kicked by one of his own spedes than 
a, better. If jou will recollect that I am towani abc 
years older than when I saw you last, and twenty yesn 
duller, you will not wonder to find me abound in empty 
specidatiDns : I can now express in a hundred wardi^ 
what would formerly have cost me ten. I can write epi- 
grams of filly dwtkhs, which mig^t be aqueeased into 
one. I have gone the round of all my stones three or 
four times with the younger people, and. begin them 
again. I give hints how significant a person I hare 
been, and nobody believes me .- I. pi'etend to pity them, 
but am inwardly angry. I lay traps for pec^e to de- 
sire I would shofir tliem some things I have written, but 
cannot succeed i and wreak my spite, condemnii^ the 
taste of the people and company where I am; But it is 
with place aa it is with time. If I boast of having been 
valued three hundred mile»o(l^ it is of no more use than 
if I told how handsome I was when I was youngs The 
worst of it is, that lying is. of no use;, for. the people heie 
will not believe one half of what is true. If I cau pre- 
vail on any one to personate a hearer and. admirer^ you 
would wonder what a fEorourite he grows. He is sure 
to have the first glass out of the bottle, and the best bit 
I can carve. Nothing has convinced me so- much that 
I am of a little subaltern spirit, incpis atfue pusUUwrimii 
aa to reflect, bow I am forced into the most trifling amuse* 
ments, to divert the vexation of former thougbt% and 
present objects* Why cannot you lend me a. shied af 
y>our mantle, or why did not you leave a shred of it 
tidth me when yiia were snatched from me ? You see I 
speak in my trade^ although it is growing faat a trade lo 
be asham^ of. 
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: I cannot but wish that you would make it poonble 
fdr me to see a co|^ of the papers you are about ; and 
I do protest it necessary that such a thing should be in 
some person's^ hands beside your own, and I scorn to 
aay how safe they would be in mine, r^either would 
you dislike vaj censures, as far as they might relate to 
darcumstaotials. I tax you with two minutes a day^ 
until you have read this letter, although I am sensible 
you have not half so much from business more useful 
and entertaining. 

My ktter which miscarried* was, I believe, much as 
iedifying as this, only thanking and congratulating with 
you for the delightful verses you sent me. And I ought 
to have expressed my vexation, at seeing you so much 
better a pliilosopher than myself; a trade you were 
neither born nor bred to: But I think it is observed, 
that gentlemen often dance better than those who live 
by the art. Tou may thank fortune that my paper is 
no longer, &c. ^ 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIR, ^;?nn 8, 1720. 

ToH would have great reason to be angry with me, if 
my long silence had been occasioned by any thing but 
my care of you : for having no safe hand to send by till 
now, I would not write, for fear it might be construed ^ 
sort of treason (misprision at least) for you to receive a 
letter from one half of a proscribed man. I inquire of 
every body I see, that I imagine has either seen you or 

« He means the letter ia p. 2Q5, and which he has endoned on the 
back as having miscarried. D. S. 

VOL. XVI. K 
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keard from you, bow yeu have jour heakb ; for W€9lib 
iiod happiness I do not suppose you abound in ; for it k 
bard to meet with either in the country you are in, ap4 
be honest as you are. I thank God our parliament hps 
taken them to task, and finding how ill a use they, mada 
9f their judicature when they had it, have thought ii 
Qot fit to trust them with it any longer."^ I hope .tb^ 
aext thing will be to tax Ireland from hence, and thfa 
90 more opportunities for bills of attainder, which is 
very happy ; for else young Hopefulf might have bee^ 
in danger. They were so good and obedient to the 
powers above, that whether there were reason or not, a 
(as Prince Butler said,) crime or no crime, the ndan waf 
eoodemiied, and a price set upon his head. 

I want much to hear what you think of Great Britain | 
Jbr all our relations here want micb to see you, where 
are strange changes every day. Tou remember, and ao 
do J, when the South Sea was said to be my Lord Ox- 
ford's brat, and must be starved at nurse. Now the king 
has adopted it, and calls it his be1ov«d child; though, 
perhaps, you may say, if he loves it no better than his 
son, it may not be saying nmch : but he loves it as weU 
as he does Uie Duchess of Kenda1,| and that is ss^ing a 

* The hoatt of peers in Ireland having transmitted to Xing GeoifS 
I. a long representation, setting forth their right to the final judie^ 
lure of causes ip that kingdom, the house of lords in JBoslaod Kfobb 
edj oa the eighth of January, 1719-2Q« on the contrary, that the ba- 
rons of the Exchequer in Ireland had acted, in the ntkir of Annedey 
and Sherlock, with courage, according to law, in sopport of kk m^ 
jesty*! prerogative, and <vith 6de^ty to the crown of Great Bri(pi9i.{ 
and a bill was soon after brought in, for securing the dependencj if 
the kipgdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain. B. 

f The duchess seeiitf to mean &e Prince of Wales, afterward JDt§ 
QeacgiB II. thco upon ill terms with his father, and hip laUiei^ 
ministers. B. 

t Ercngard Melesina Schuylenburg, Baroness of Schuylenberg ia 
Germany. She was created Duchess of Kendal by Ku|g GccHge I. 
April 30, 1719. B. 
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good deal. I wish it may thrive, for man) of mj Mends 
are deep in it: I wish you were so too. I believe, bf 
this time, you are very sorry I have met with an oppor- 
tunity of troubling you with this scrawl : but the strong 
must bear with the infirmities of the weak : and there- 
fore, brother, I hope you will pardon the impertinences 
of your poor sister, whose brain may be reasonably- 
thought turned with all she has met with^ But nothing 
will hinder her from being, as long as she lives, most 
ducerely. 

Your very humble servant, and fafthful friend, 

M. ORMONa 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

SIR,' Westmnster^ May 4, 1720. 

From my good friend the dean I have two letters be« 
fore me, of what date I will not say, and I hope you 
have foi;got, that call out for vengeance ; or, as other 
readings have it, for an answer. You toki me in one of 
tbem, you had been pursued with a giddy head : and I 
presume you judged by my silence, that I have laboured 
under the same distemper. I do not know why you 
have not buried me as you did Partridge, and given the 
wits of the age, the Steeles and Addisons, a new occa* 
skm of living seven years upon one of your thoughts. 
When you have finished the copy of verses which you 
began in England, our writers may have another hint» 
upoa which they may dwell seven years longer. 
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Are jrou FrenehmaQ eaough to know how a Gascoa 
sustains his familj for a week ? 

DiimaDche, une Esclanche ;^ 
Lundi, froide et Salade; 
Mardi, j'aime la Griliade ; 
Mercredi, Uach6e ; 
Jeudi, bon pour la Capillotade ; 
Vendredi, Point de Gras; 

Samedi, qu'on me casse les os, et les chieus se ere- 
veroot del restes de mon Mouton. 

We can provide such sort of cookery, if 70U will but 
send us the esclanche ; but rather bring it with you, for it 
will eat much better, when you are in the company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twekemdtith in Hereford- 
shire, as far from us, literally, though not geographically, 
as if he had been with you in Ireland. He has writ no 
more to us, than if we were still ministers of state. But, 
in the balance of a<pcount,/?er contra^ I have Lord Har- 
ley at London; and have either lived with him at 
Wimple, or upon him here, ever since his father left us. 
I know no reason why you should not expiect his picture, 
but that he promised it to you so oAen. I wrote to him 
ax months since, and instead of acknowledging my let- 
'ter, he took a more compendious way of sending- a gen- 
tleman to Lady Harriot, in Dover-street ; and bid him 
call in Westminster, to know if I had any thing to say 
to his lord. He was here to a day, when he was sure the 
scaffold was ready and the ax whetted ; and is 10 
Herefordshire, when the consent of all mankind either 
justifies his ministry, or follows the plan of it. The 
South Sea Company have raised their stocks to three 
hundred and fifty, and he has not si3[pence in it Thou 
^rt a stranger in Israel, my good friend ; and seemest to 
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know no more of this lord, than thou didst of the cande 
de Peterborow, vhen first I construed him to tliee at the 
coffee-house. 

I labour under the distemper you complain of, deaf* 
ness : especiallj upon the least cold. I did not take 
care of my ears, iill I knew if my head was my own or 
not ; but am now syringing, and I hope to profit by it. 
My cousin is here, and well, and I see him sometimes; 
but I find he has had a caution, which depended upon: 
his expecting more from court, and is justifiable in a 
man, who, like him, has a great family. I have given 
your compliments to my two favourites. . We never' 
forget your health. ' 

I have seen Mr. Butler, and served him to the ut- 
most of my power with my amid pdentiores : .though he' 
had a good cause, and a strong recommendation, lie^ 
trusted wholly to neither of them, but added the great- > 
est diligence to his solicitations. 

Auditor Harley thanks you, for rememberipg him and . 
his staging vran.'*^ As to the affair of subscriptions, do • 
all at your leisure, and in the mannier you judge most 
proper ; and so I bid you heartily farewell, assuring yoii^ 
that I am ever most truly your's, 

M. P. 

Friend Ford salutes you. Adieu. 

Richardson, whom I take to be a better painter than 
any named in your letter, has made an excellent picture 
of ni6 ; from whence Lord Harley (whose it is) has a 
stamp taken by Yertue. lie has given me some of 
them for you to give to our friends at or about Dnblio* 
I will send them by Tonson's canal to Hyde at Dubliu^x 
in such a manner, as that, I bope, they may cpme safe 
to you. 

* Probably a penoa recommended to the Oean*s cathedral. H. 
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TO ROBERT COPE, ESCl. 

Dublm,Majf2d, 1720. 
If all the world would not be resdj to knock b» 
4own for disputing the good nature and generosky of 
jou and Mrs. Cope, I should swear jou iaTitedme ool 
of malke : some spiteful people have told you I am 
grown sickly and splenetic ; and having been form^ly 
HP yourself, you want to triumph over me with your 
health and good humour; aod she is your accomplice. 
Yon have made so particular a muster of my wai^ and 
kumours, and demands and singularities, and they look 
iO formidable, that I wonder how you have the counf e 
to be such an undertaker. What if I should add, . that 
once in five or six weeks I am deaf for three or fout 
days together ; wlU you and Mrs. Cope tuidertake to 
bawl to me, or let me mope in my chamber till I grow 
better? Singula de npbisanm pradantfiv amtesi I bunt- 
ed four years for horses, gave twenty-six pounds for one 
of three years apd a half old, have been eighteen months 
trainiog him, and when he grew fit to ride, behold my 
groom gave him a strain in the Moulder, he is rowelled» 
and gone to grass.. Show me a misfortune greater in its 
kind. Mr. Charleton has reiiised Wadoian^s living; 
why, God knows ; and got the duchess to recommend 
his brother to it ; the most unreasonable thing in tlie 
world. The day before I had your letter, I was work- 
ing with Mr. Nutley and Mr. Whaley, to see what couM 
be done for your lad, in case CauUeild should get the 
living which Mr. Whaley (the primate^s chaplaki; k ta 
leave for Wadman's. Because, to say the truth, I have 
no concern at all for Charleton's brother, wliom I never 
«av but once. Vfe know not yet whether Whaley's p^ 
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leot living will not be given to Dr. Kearney ;* and I can-' 
not learn the scheme yet, nos have been able to see Dr. 
Stone. The priroatef is the hardest to be seen or dealt 
with in the world. Whaley seems to think the in-iorale 
viil olTer Caulfeiid's living to young Cbarieton. I know 
w»t what will come of it. I called at Sir William 
Fownes's;} but he is in the county of Wicklow. If we 
could have notice of any thing in good time, I cannot 
but tbink that, mustering up friends, something might be 
done for Barclay ; but really the primate's life is noif 
upon a very good foot, though I see no sudden appre- 
benaons. I could upon any occasion write to him very 
freely, and I believe my writing would be of some 
weight, for they say he Is not wholly governed by 
Cro80e.$ All this may be vbion ; however, you will 

• Treasurer of Armagh. P. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay wai made Bbhop of Raphoe, June6, 1713 j 
and translated to Armagh, January 4, 1713-14. He died July 13, 
1724. N. 

X An alderman and lord mayor of Dublin, father of Mr. Cope*s 
lady. He was author of '* Methods proposed for regulating the 
Poor, supporting some, and (Employing others, according to their C»> 
paciUes. By Sir W. F. IT25.'* 8vo. ; and see a letter of his to the 
Dean, September 9, 1732, on the great utility of founding an hospi- 
tal for lunatics. N. 

( Rector of St. MaryV, Dublin. F.— Reading the name of Crone 
ia this page gives me reason to apprdiend the letter is misdated ; for 
Crosse, who had been chaplain to the Smyrna company, was not rec- 
tor of St Mary's until the year 1722 ; nor do I believe he was at all 
known in Ireland, further than, perhaps, by saaM, until his arrhrtA 
there, when, by the virulence of party rage, Dean Francis, an oM 
tory, father to Mr. Francis, who translated Horace, was most q>ite- 
fully turned out of the rectory of St Mary's, which he had enjoyed 
for eighteen years. Crosse was so umvemilly detested for accepting 
a living which had been absolately refuted hy two or three othtri of 
the clergy (particularly by Dr. Cobb, who lived to be promoted se- 
Teral years alliEir to the archiepiscopal see of Dublin) that I am sore 
Lindsay, who was an old aad hi^ tory, would scom to be acquaint* 
jtd with him. My real opinion is^ that Crosse, in that pastagpi i> qibi 
9AQre than a pun. D. 8. 
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forgive it I do not care ,to put my oame to a letter; 
you must know my hand« « I present my humble service 
^to Mrs. Cope ; and wonder she can be so good to remem- 
jber an absent man, of vfaoro she has no mannar of 
knowledge, but what she got by his troubling hen I 
wish you. success in what you hint to me, and that you 
may have enough of this world^s wisdom to manage it* 
Pr^y God preserve you and your fireside. Are none of 
ihem yet in your lady's Y)pinion ripe for Sheridan ? I 
am still under the discipline of the bark^ to prevent 
relapses. Charles Ford comes this summer to Ireland. 
Adieu. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Sellbridg€y 1 720. 

Believe me, it is with the utmost regret that I now 
complain to you, because I know your good nature 
such, that you catmot see any human creature miserable 
without being sensibly touched. Yet what can I do ? 
I must eitlier unload my heart, and tell you all its grief8» 
or sink under the inexpressible distress I now suffer by 
your prodigious neglect of me. It is.now ten long weeks 
since I saw you ; and io all that time, I have never receiv- 
ed but one letter ifrom you, and a little note with an el:- 
cuse. Oh ! have you foi^ot me ? Tou endeavour by se- 
verities to force me from you. Nor can I blame you : for 
with the utmost distr^ and confusion, I beheld myself the 
cause of uneasy reflections to you : yet I cannot comfaC 
you, but here declare^ that it is not in the power of art| 
time, or accident, to lessen the inexpressible paasioo 
which I have for . Put my passion under the ut- 
most restraint $ 'send me as distant from you as the earth 
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wffl' allow, jet you cannot banish those charming ideas.' 
which will ever stick bj me, while I have the use of ^ 
memory : nor is the love I bear you only seated in my 
soul ; for there is not a single atom of my frame, that is 
nc^ blended with it. Therefore, do not flatter yourself 
that sepslration will ever change my sentiments : I find 
myself unquiet in the midst of silence, and my heart Is ■ 
at oiiee pierced with sorrow and love. For heaven'^ 
sake, tell me, what has caused this prodigious change in 
you, which I have found of late. If you have the least 
remains of pity for me left, tell it me tenderly. No-^o 
not teH it so, that it may cause my present death. And 
do not suffer me to live a life like a languishing deaths 
which is the only life I can lead, if you have lost any of 
y.our tenderness for me. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 1 720. 

pF you knew how many little difficulties there arc 
. la sending letters to you, it would remove five pails in 
aix of your quarrel. But since you lay hold of my pro- 
ttiises, and are so exact to the day, I shall promise you 
Ho more, and rather choose to be better than my word than 
%OTse; I am confident you came chiding into the worlds. 
^nd will continue so while you are in it. I wonder what, 
^obkin* meant by showing you my letter. I will write . 
to her. no more, since she can keep secrets no better. It 
"^as the first love letter I have writ tliese dozen years ;. 
lUid since I have so ill success, I will write no more., 
. ^ever was a belle passion so defeated. But the gover-. 
Hor, I hear, is jealous ; and, upon your word, you have. 

* Mjbs Maix Vanhomrigh. See a letter dated Oct. 1^, 1720. N. . 

k2 
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a vast deM to lay to me about it. WxoA jour mm^ 
l^eeping : do jour duty, and leave off youi huiiiig* 
One would thiok jou irere in bve, \ij dating jour let* 
ter August 29, by irbich means I received it just a moatb 
before it was written. Tou do not fiod I answer jFoar 
questions to jour satisfaction : prove to me tet that it was 
eved possible to answer anything to jour satisfaetkm, soas 
that jou would not gnirobte in batf aahour. I am glad my 
writing puzzles jou, for then jour time will' be emplojed 
in finding it out : and I am sure it costs me a great manj 
thoughts to make m j letters difficult^ Testerd&j I was 
half waj toward jou where I dined^ aodretumed wearj 
enough, f asked where that road to the left lcd» and 
thej named the place., i wish jour letteu were as dif- 
ficult as mine, for theathej would be of do oooieqaeiice,. 
if thej were dropped bj careless messengers. A stroke 
-signifies everj thing that maj be said to 



at beginniHg or conclusion. It is I who ought to be ia 
a huir, that anj thing written bj Cad— i^ ahouid be 
difficult to Skiuage. 

FROM MKS YANHOMEIGH. 1720; \ 

Is it possible^ that again jou will do the reiy same 
thing I wained jou of so latelj ? I beliere joa Uioiigbt 
I onlj rallied, when I told jou the other nigh^ I would 
liester jou with letters. Once more I advise jou, if j«i I 
have an J regard for jour quiet, to aher jour behavteir 
quicklj, for I do assure jou, I have too mtieh spirit to 
sit down e<N)tented with this treatment Because I bve 
frankness extremelj, I here tell jou not that I have de-^ 
termined to trj all manner of humlin arts to tedaiot 
you ; and if all those fail, I am resolved to have leooonft 
to the black oue^ wJhicb, U ib Mid; neviB docs. ISm 
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see what iDconveDiency 7011 will briug both yourself 
and me into. Pray think calmly of it ; is it not much 
better to come of yourself than to be brought by force, 
aod that perhaps at a time when you have the most 
agreeable engagement in the worM ? for when I under- 
take any thing, I do not love to do it by halves. 



TO MISS VANHOMiaGH. 

Iv yoa write as you do, I shall eome the seldomer, on 
purpose to be pleased with your letters, which I never 
look into without wondering how a brat that cannot 
vead, can possibly write so well. You are mistaken : 
send me a letter without your hand on the outside, and 
I bdd yeu a crown I shall not read it. But raillery 
apart, I think it inconvenient, fcnr a hundred reasons^ 
that I should make your house a sort of constant dwell- 
ing place* i will certainly come as often as I conve- 
Biently can ; but my health, and the perpetual run of 
HI weather, binder me from going out in the morning ; 
and my aftemoous are taken up I know not how, that I 
am in rebellion with a dozen of people beside yourself 
for hot seeing them* For the rest, you need make use 
of no ether black art beside year ink. It i^ a pity 
your eyes are not black, or I would have said the same ; 
kut you are a white witch, and can do no mischief. If 
you have employed any of your art on the black scar^ 
I diefy il% fw one xeasoo-^guess.. Adieu^ 
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TO THE SAME. 

I sftcBivEO your letter wheo some compaD^ was with 
me 00 Saturday night, aud it put me in such confusioa 
that I could not tell what to do. This morning a womaOr 
who does business for nfe, told me she l^ard I was io* 
love with one — ^naming you, and twenty particulars f. 

that little master and I visited you ; and thai the 

archbishop did so ; and that you had abundance of wif^ 
&c. I ever feared the tattle of this nasty town, and 
told you so : and that was the reason why I ssid to you 
long ago, that I would see you seldom when you were , 
in Ireland ; and I must beg you ta be easy, i^ for some 
time, I visit you seldomer, and bet in sa partieulai^ a: . 
manner. I wHl see yeu at the latter end of the week,; 
if possible. These are accidents in life that arb neees^ 
sary, and must be submitted to ;. and tattle, by the hd^ 
of discretion, will wear ofL 



JFROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

SeUbrui^e^ 1720; 
Tell me sincerely, if you have once wished witft 
earnestness to see me, since I wrote to you : no^ so far 
from that, you have not once pitied me, though I told 
you how I was distressed. Solitude is insupportable ta 
n mind which is not eaeiy. I have worn out my dajs 
in sighing, and my nights with watching, and tidnkiiqp 
of — who thinks not of m^. How many letters, shall I 
send you before I Deceive an answer ? Can yeu deny 
me, in my misery, the only comfort which.! can exped* 
ilpresem? OLtl|RtI«y|iHldboeeto see yoahen^oR 



v 
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that. I could go to 70U. I was born with violent pas- 
sioDs, which termioate all in one, that unejEpressible 
pasaioD I have for you. Consider the killing emotiooa 
which I feel from your neglect of me ; and show some 
tenderness for me, or I shall lose my senses. Sure you 
caoDot possibly be so much taken up^ but you might 
command a moment to write to me, and force your id* 
dioations to so great a charity. I firmly believe, if I 
could knew your thoughts (which no human creature b * 
capable of guessing at, because never any one living 
thought like you) I should find you had often in a rage, 
wished me religious^ hoping then I should have paid oiy 
devotions to Heaven : but that would not spare you ^ 
for were I aa enthusiast, still you would be the deity I 
should worship- What marks are there of a deity, but ' 
what you ave to be known by ? YoU are present eveiy 
whose t your dear image is always befbre my eyes*. 
Sometimes you strike me with that prodigious awe, 1 
tremble with fear: at other timies a charming compaa-^ 
siou shines through yourcouutenance, which revives roy^ 
soul. Is it not more reasonable to adore a radiant fonm 
•Q£ has seen, than one only described ? 



TO MISS TANHOMRIGrt 

Ort. 15,1720; 
I SIT down with the first opportunity I have to write 
^ you, and the Lord knows when I can find conveni- 
ency to send this letter; fbr all* the morning I am 
plagued with impertinent visits,. belo,w any man of sense 
or honour to endure, if it were any way avoidable^ 
Dinners and afternoons and evenings are spent abroad 
ID' walkiogy to keep and avoid spleen as far as I can > so 
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that wheD I am not so good a correspondeot as I could 
wiflb, you wee not to quarrel and be governor; but to 
Impute it to ray ntuatioo, and to ronclude'infallibljy 
liiat I have the same respect and kindness for you I 
ever professed to have, and shall ever preserve; be- 
cause you will always merit the utmost that cao be 
l^veo you, especially if you go on to read and stilt 
frrther improve your mind, and the talents that nature 
has given you. I am in much concern for poor Mob- 
Un ; and the more, because I am sure you are so too. 
Tou ought to be as cheerful as y^ can, for both our 
sakes, and read pleasant things that will make you 
hugh, and not sit moping with'your elbows 6d your 
kn^s eOr a little stool hy the fire. It is most infalfible 
Hat riding would do Mobkin* more good than aay 
other thing, provided fair days and warn dothesbe 
provided : and so h would to you ; and if you kfse aby 
skin, you know Job says, ** skiu for skio wiH a man 
give for his life." It is either Job or Satau says wv 
for aught you know. I am getting aa ill head in this 
fursed town, for want of e/erdse, I wlA I were to 
walk with you fifty times about your gasd^n, mod then 
drink your coffee. I was sitting last lught witb half a 
score of both sexes for an houc^ and grew as weary as a 
dog. Every body grows silly and disagreeable, or I 
grow monkish and splenetic ; which is the same tMog. 
Conversation is foil of nothing bijU South Sc% and the 
( niia of the kingdom, and scarcity of money. 

* Mito Mar7 Vanbomrlfh; w]k> if Buntioned heltot nate ^ ^ 
•PPsUatioPiiaalfttirafihsjsarm?. Hf^ 
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FROM SIR THOMAS HANMER. 

aiB, MUdmhallr Oct. 22y 1120. 

. I »BCSiTEi> the fivonr of a letter front 7011 about ten 

daya lince, at which tirae the Duike of Grafton'*'' was at 

Ijtmdaa ; but as he was toon expeeted fn the eeuBtiyv 

and « DOW actuaHy returned^ I thought it best, rather 

thao write, to wait for an opportunitj of speakiog to» 

bim ; and yesterday J went, oyer ta bis house on pm^ 

pose to obey your corotBands^ I found he was not » 

stranger tathe subject of ray errand; for he had all the 

particulars of the story very perfect, and told me^ mj 

liord Arranliad spoke to him coDcerniBg itf I added 

my solicitations^ backed with the reason with: which 

you bad fiimished me ; audhe was so^ kind to promise^ 

he would by this post write ta Ae chief justice : boir 

explicitly or how preaaingly I cannot say, because mea 

in high posts are afraid of being positire in their SB^ 

«werB;.litttI hope it will be in such at manner as witt be 

eflSdctuaL 

If the thing is doAe, it will be best that the meana 

should be a secret by which it is brought about ^ and for 

tbiB reason you will excuse me, if I aroid putting mj 

aeme to the outside of my letter, lest it should excite tba* 

cariosity of the post-office. If this affair ends to your 

satisfiEiction,, I am glad it has proved to me a cause of 

bearing from you, and an occasion <tf assuripg you, thlut 

lam^sSr^ 

Tour yery humble servant^ 

THO. HANICRR. 

• ChariM,. wkoM mother InbtUa^aftiigHter olBmrj B«iiaet, £iait 
flf Arln^toA, nanied liar her Meopd busbasd, Sir ThoBNW Um^ 
tier. B» 

t The proieeation of Watsif. flsf teMltlNNadirCsnit»tu» 
Ehiiffii, p. 245. H. 
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TO MR. POPE.* 

Dublitty Jan. 10, 1720-21*. : 

A THOUSAND thiogst haye vexed me of Is^te jetn,. 
bpoQ which I am determined tP lay open mj mind Ur« 
jou. I rather choose to appeal to you than to my ted- 
ehief justice Whitshed, uoder the situatioo I am in. 
For, I take this cause properly to lie before you : you' 
are a much fitter judge of what coacerns the credit of a 
writer, the injuries that are done him, and the reparatiods 
he ought to receive. Besides, I doubt, whether the ar- 
guments I could suggest to prove my own innocence^ 
would be of much weight from the gentlemen of the 
long robe to those in furs ;- upon whose decision about 
the difference of style or lientiments, I should, be vofy- 
unwilUng to leave the merits of my cause. 

Give me leave then to put you in mind; (although 
you cannot eanly forget it) that about ten weeks before 
the queen^B deaths I left the town, upon occasion ci thitt 
incurable breach among the great men at court, and went' 
down to Berkshire, where you may remember that you 
gave me the favour of a visit. While I was in that re^^ 
tirement, I writ a discourse which I thought might be- 
useful in such a juncture of affairs, and sent it up to 
London ; but upon some difference in opinion between 
me and a certain great minister now abroad, the pab-- 
lishing of it was deferred so long, that the queen died, 
and I recdled my copy, which hath been ever since in* 

* Tha letter Mr. Pope never received . Pope.— Nor did he believe 
it was ever sent Warbubton. 

f No piece of Swift contains more political knowledge, mor^ love 
of the Ehgliih conititotion, and rational liberty, than appe^irs in thii" 
celebrated letter j and it is not a little wonderful that Pope ahooMl 
^ I- be Bevcr received it Wabbvbton. 
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lafe hands. Id a few weeks after the loss of that ex- 
celleDt princess, I came to my station here > where I 
have contmued ever since in the greatest privacy, and 
utter Ignorance of those events which are most commoo- 
I7 talked of in the world. I neither know the names nor 
pumber of the royal family which now reigns, farther 
than the prayer book informs me. I cannot tell v^ho is 
chancellor, who are secretaries, nor with what nations 
we are in peace or war. And this manner of life wai 
not laken up out of any sort of affectation, but merely to 
avdd giving offence, and for fear of provoking party 
zeaL 

I had indeed written some memorials of the four last 
years of the queen's rei^, with some other informations, 
which I received, as necessary materials to qualify me 
ibr doing something in an employment then designed 
Be :* but, as it was at the disposal of a person that had 
not the smallest share of steadiness or sipcerity, I dis* 
dajned -to accept it. 
These papers, at my few hours of health and leisure^ 

• I have been digesting into order by one sheet at a time,f 
for I dare not venture any farther, lest the humour of 
searching and seizing papers should revive ; not that I 
Bm in pain of any danger to myself^ (for they contain 
nothing of present times or persons, upon which I shall 

never lose a thought while there is a cat or a spaniel in 

the house) but to preserve them from being lost among 

Hiesfiengers and clerks, 

I have written in tliis kingdom, a discourse to peiv 

auade the wretched people to wear their own manufac^ 

* Historiographer. See his '* Memorial** io voL vi. N. 
t The History of the four last Te^rs of the Queen, pristed ia vol. 
V5i. N. 



234 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

tores, instead of those from England :^ tbia treatiae aeoa 

apread yery fast, being agreeable to the aenthnenla d 

the whole oatioo, except of tfaoae gentlemen who lud 

emplojments^ or were expectants. Upon whicb a pnr- 

aon in great office here, immediatelj took the 8lani{ 

he sent in haste for the chief justice.^ and TmUmaei lam 

of a seditious, factious, and Tirulent pamphlet, latdy 

published, with a design of setting the two kiiigdons it 

Tariance; directing at the same time that the printer 

should be prosecuted with the utmost rigour of law. 

The chief justice had so quick an understanding, thst 

he resolved, if possible, to outdo his orders. The gmd 

juries of the county and city were practised eflTeduaOj 

with to represent tlie said pamphlet with all aggravadiig 

epithets, for which thej had thanks sent them from Ea^ 

land, and their presentments published for several weeb 

in all the newspapers. Tlie printer was seized, mA 

forced to give great bail: after his trial the jury brongii 

him in not guilty, although tliey had been culled wiA 

the utmost industry : the ctiief justice sent them back 

nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until, being po^ 

fectly tired Im, they were forced to leave the matter ti 

the mercy of the judge, by what they call a special v«^ 

diet. During the trial, the chief justice, among other 

singularities, laid his hand on his breast, and protcstttl 

solemnly that the author's design was to bring in the 

pretender : although there was not a single syllable of 

party iu the whole treatise, and although it was knovP 

that the most eminent of those who professed hia oro 

principles, publicly disallowed his proceedii^;a.' But the 

cause being so very odious and unpopular, the trial of 

the verdict was deferred from one term to another, until 

* A Proposal for Uie universal Use of Inih Mana&cturei; V9i 
prioted io vol. xii. N. 

t Urd Chief Justice Wbitshei. N. 



nocson swrfs. 23. 

9pm .the DNke of Grafton, the lord licwfenanCs aitfvaT, 
hiB grace, after mature advice, and permisfiiofi fi-em £og- 
land, was pleased to grant a ndH pr^eqtei. 

This is Che more remarkable, because it is said that 
the man is no ill <le€ider in comnion eases of property, 
vhere party is out of the question : but when that Id" 
lenrenea, with ambition at heels to push it forward, it 
mist needs confound any man of little spirit, and low 
birth, who has no other endowment than that sort of 
knowledge, which, however possessed in the highest dc» 
gree, can possibly gi¥e no one good quality to the 
feiiod.* 

It is true t have been much concerned for several 
jears past, upon account of the public as well as of my- 
«el^ to see how ill a taste for wit and sense prevails in 
Ike worfd, which politics and South Sea, and party, 
juid operas, and masquerades have intreduced. For» 
taeside many insipid papers which the malice of some 
kos entitled me to, there are many persons appearing to 

* This is a very stranfe assertion. To suppose that a consummate- 
knowledge of the laws, by which civilized societies are governed, can 
^ give no one good quality to the mind,** is making ethics (of which 
pabUc laws are lo considerable a part) a very unprofitable study. 
.7be best division of the sciences is that old one of PlaV>, into ethici, 
physics, and logic. The severer philosophers condemn a total ap- 
plication to the two latter, because they have no tendency to mend 
Ac heart; and recommended the first as our principal study, for its efil- 
aacy in this important service. And sure, if any human speculations 
have this eflfect, they must be those which have for man their object^ 
as a r^sonable, a social, and a civil being. And these are all in^ 
eluded nnder ethics, whether yo« call the science morality or law. 
With regard to the common law of England,, we may justly apply t» 
it what Tully says of the Law of the Twelve Tables. ** Freraant 
oflones licet, dicam quod sentio : bibliothecas mehercuIS omnium Phi- 
Idsophoram unum mihi videtur Paadectarum volumen et authoritatis 
poodere et utilitatis ubertate superare.** Bat the best evidence ei 
Us moral efficacy is the manners of its professors; and these, in every 
age, have been such as were the first improved, and the last corrupt 

f4, WABaCBt01f^ 
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wkh me well, and preteodiog to "be jutlges of my style 
and niaoner, who have yet ascribed some writings to 
me, of which any man of common seiise and literature 
would be heartily ashamed. I cannot forbear instSD- 
cing a treatise called a Dedication- upon DedicatioD^ 
which many would have to be mine, although it be as 
empty, dry, and servile a composition, as I remember at 
any time to have read. But above all, there is onedr- 
cumstance which makes it impossible for me to ha?e 
been author of a treatise, wherein there are several 
pages' containing a panegyric on King George, of whose 
character and persoo I am utterly ignorant, nor ever 
had once the curiosity to inquire into either, Uving at so 
great a distance as I do, and having long done with* 
whatever cau relate to public matters. 

Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts veiy 
freely, whether I were asked or not ; but never affected 
to be a counsellor, to which I had no manuer of call. I 
was humbled enough to see myself so far outdone bj the 
Earl of Oxford in my own trade as 2^ scholar, and too 
good a courtier 'not to discover his contempt of those 
who would be men of importance out of tlieir sphere. Be- 
sides; to say the truth, although I have l^nown many 
great ministers ready enough to hear opinions, yet I hafe 
hardly seen one that would ever descend to take id- 
vice ; and this pedantry arises from a maxim themselves 
do not believe, at the same time they practise by it,ib8( 
there is something profound in politics, wliich men of 
plain honest sense cannot arrive to. 

I only wish my endeavours had succeeded better ia 
the great point I had at heart, which was that of recoDCil- 
ing the ministers to each other. This might have been 
done, if others who had more concern, and more infla- 
ence, would have acted their parts ; and if this had sue- 
ceeded> the public interest, both of chuyrch ai^d static 
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would not have been the worse, oor the ptotestant suc- 
cession endangered. 

But, whaterer opportunities a constant attendance for 
four years might have given me, for endeavouring to do 
good offices to particular persons, I deserve at least to 
find tolerable quarter from those of the other party : for 
many.of which I was a constant advocate with the Earl 
of Oxford, and for this I appeal to his lordship . He 
kiiows how often I pressed him in favour of Mr. Addi- 
son, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and Mr. Steele, although 
I freely confess that his lordship's kindness to them was 
altc^ether owing to his generous notions, and the esteem 
he had for their wit and parts, of which I could only 
pretend to be a remembrancer. For, I can never for- 
get the answer he gave to the late Lord Halifax, whoi^ 
upon the first change of the ministry, interceded with him 
to spare Mr. Congreve ; it was by repeating these two 
iioes of Virgil, 

Nonobhua adeo gutamus pectora Ptmij 

Nsn tarn avtrsm eq%uia TyriSL SoljwngU ab urbe.* 

Pursuant to which, he always treated Mr. Congreve with 
the greatest personal civilities, assuring him of his con- 
stant favour and protection, and adding that he would 
study to do something better for him. 

I remember it was in tho^e times a usual subject of 
rmillery toward me among the ministers, that I never 
came to them without a whig in my sleeve ; which I do 
not say with any view toward making my court ; for, 
the new principlesf fixed to those of that denomination, 

* ** Our hearts are not so cold, nor flames the fire 

Of Sol so distant from the race of Tyre.'* Drydxn. 
f He means particularly the principle at that time charged upon 
tfiem by their enemies, of an intention to proscribe the tories* Wab- 

BDRTON. 



23S LETTEBS TO. AND FHOM 

I did then, and do now firom 1117 heart abhor, deteat^iad 
abjiu-e, as wholly degenerate from their predceesten. I 
have coQversed in some freedom with more ministen oC 
atate of all pt^rties, than usually happeps to meo of a^ 
level, and I confess, in their capacity as mimaterB, I k4^ 
upon them as a race of people, whoae acquaiatante Bfe 
man would court, otherwise than upon the score of viriP 
ty or ambition. The first quickly wears ofi^ (aud is th 
vice of low minds, for a mao of spirit is too proud t» tx 
vain) and the other was not my case. Besidesy luLiia| 
never received more than one small favour, I iraa unM 
00 necessity of being » slave to men in power, but dnii 
Uij friends by their personal mierit, without examioivi 
)mw far their notions agreed with the poHticB theali 
vogue. I frequently conversed with Mr. Addison, mi 
the others I named (except Mr. Steele) during all «J 
JU^d OsfiNrd's ministry : and Mr. Addison'a frieoddUl 
to me continued inviolable, with as much kindoerii ii 
when we used to meet at my Lord Somers or Halifct 
who were leaders of the opposite party. 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great iigai 
tice I have these many years been pelted by your pail 
phleteers, merely upon account of some regard which tb 
queen's last ministers were pleased to have for me : ad 
yet in my conscience I think I am a paitaker in evo) 
ill design they had against the protestantjuccessioo, a 
the liberties and religion of their country ; and can sq 
with Cicero, ^ that I should be proud to be inchidK 
with them in all their actions, tanquam in equo Tr^fm^ 
But, if I have never discovered by my words, writhy 
or actions, any party virulence,* or dangerous deilpi 
against the present powers ; if my friendship and ooi 

* The Examitten, I suppose, were not then pablished amof | A 
Dean's Works. Wabbuston. 
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yesation were ^quail^ sbowii amoDg tboee who liked or 
disapfuroved the proceediogs theo at court, aud that I 
waa knowQ to be a comroon friend of all deservii^ pttv 
8008 of the latter sort, when they were io distress; I 
cannot but thiuk it hard, th?tt I am not suffered to run 
quieilj amoog the cooimon herd of people, whose opi* 
Dions unfortuaately diflfer from those which Ifiad to ti^ 
roar and preferment. 

I ought to let you know, that the ilmg we call n 
wh^ in England, is a creature altogether jttiiTerent from 
those of the same denomination here ; at least it was so 
durinig the reign of her late majesty. Whether those on 
your side have changed or not, it has not been my buHh 
■ess to inquire. I lemember my excellent friend Mr* 
Addisoo^when he first came ever hither secretary to the 
Earl of Wharton, then lord lieutenant, ws^ exlremely o& 
fended at the conduct and discourse of the chief maua* 
gere here: he told me they were a sort of people who 
seemed to think, that the principles of a whig consisted 
in nothing else but damning the church, reviling the 
dergy, abetting the dissenters, and speaking contempt!* 
hty of revealed religion. 

I was discoursing some years ago with a certain mi« 
Bister about that whiggish or fantastical genius so pre- 
,. talent among the English of this kingdom ; his lordship 
accounted ib^ it by that number of Cromwell's soldiers^ 
adventurers established here, who were all (^ the sourest 
leavep, and the meanest birth, and whose posterity are 
now In possession of their lands and their principles. 
However, it must be confessed that of late some people 
iu this country are grown weary of quarrelling, because 

* Ob a moderate computatioo, how many times have whigs and to- 
nes changed their principles, or rather their names \ When Swift (rst 
set out io file, he was as true a whig as Addison^ Dr. Warton. 



240 LETTERS TO AKD FROM 

Soterest, the great motive of quarrelliog, is at an ei 
for, it is hardly worth cootending who shall be ao 
ciseman, a country vicar, a crier in the courts, or an 
der clerk. 

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a per 
edill treated as I have been, must at some time orot 
have discovered very dangerous opinions in govemnK 
in answer to which, I will tell you what my potiti 
principles were in the time of her late glorious maje 
which I never contradicted by any action, writing 
discourse. 

' First, I always declared myself against a popish i 
cesser to the crown, whatever title he might have by 
fMroximity of blood : neither did I ever regard the ri 
line, except upon two accounts; first, as it was ei 
blishe^lby law ; and secondly, as it has much weight 
the opinions of the people. For, necessity may abdl 
any law, but ^anuot alter the sentiments of the vu%' 
right of inheritance being perhaps the most popular of 
topics; and therefore in great changes, when that 
broke, there will remain much heart-burning and 
content among the meaner people; which (under a.w< 
prince and corrupt administration) may have the w< 
consequ^ces upon the peace of any state. 
' As to what is called a revolution principle,* 
opinion was this; that whenever those. evils wb 
usually attend and follow a violent change of govt 
ment, were not in probability so pernicious as the gri 
ance we suffer under a present power, then the pul 
good will justify such a revolution ; add this I tod 

* A full, short, bat solid defence of the princjIpleB on which th 
▼olution was built; as the preceding paragraph contains all thai 
be sensibly urged in favour of hereditary right. This topic he 
enlarged upon, and placed in a perspicuous li|(ht, in the adimi 
** Sentiments of aCharch of England Man,** prioted in vol. iii. 
Wartox^ 
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.hfive been the case in the Prince of Orange's exp^i- 
tion; although in the consequences it produced some 
» verj bad effects, which are Hkely to stick long enough 
by us. 
^ I had likewise in those days a mortal antipathj against 
landing armies in times of peace. Because I always 
>k standing armies to be only servants hired by the 
ister of the family, for keeping his own children in 
ivery. And because I conceived that a {^ce who 
dd not think himself secure without mercenary troops, 
^ftmst needs have a separate interest from that of his sub* 
;t8.^ Although I am not ignorant of those artificial ne* 
dties which a corrupted ministry can create, for keep- 
Ihug up forces to support a faction against the public in- 
-tarest. 

L As to parliaments, I adored the wisdom of that gotbic 
lilistitutioo, which made them annual,^ and I was confi- 
:^eot our liberty could never be placed upon a firm 
?■ . . 

^ * When King William hesitated about parsing the bill for triennial 
,^|nrlianient8 (for annual seem impracticable and out of the question) 
k %nd sent doirn to Sir William Tenlple, who had retired from public 
Iftisiness, to desire be would give him his free opinion on this impor- 
Mbiut measure, Sir William despatched Swift, then a foung man, 
^nd who lived in his house, with a letter to his nn^jesty, inform- 
ing him, that the messenger was fully instructed to give him all posii- 
^l»ie information on the subject The king listened to Swift with par 
Utience and attention, and gave his assent to the bill. As to extending 
^^e duration of parliament, in the reign of George I. Dr. Johnson has 
r«xpre8sed himself with great emphasis, by saying, " That the sudden 
jrhitroduction of twelve new peers at once by Queen Anue, i!ras an act 
|||tC authority violent enough, yet certainly legal, and \3sy no means to 
Lbe compared with that contempt of national right, with which some 
f time afterwards, by the instigation of whiggism, the commons, chosen 
t ly the people for three years, chose themselves for seven. »' He should 
'■ bave said at the instigation of some who called themselves whigs. It 
^ 18 in allosion to this sentiment of Swift, relating to parliaments, that 
^ J)r. Stopford, the learned and amiaUe bishop of Cloyne, thus ex- 
l^jreflies himself, in a Latin pan«g3nrie on Swift: ** Incorruptus inter 
' pessimoe mores ; magoi atque constantis animi; libertetit semper stu- 

VOL. iVI* L 
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foundation, until that ancient law were restored amoi 
lis. For, who sees not, that while such assemblies'- ii 
permitted to have a longer duration, there grows up 
commerce of corruption between the ministry and tl 
deputies, wherein they both find their accounts, to.tl 
manifest danger of liberty ; which trafiick would neilb 
answer the design nor expense, if parliaments met oni 
a year. 

I ever abominated that scheme of politics, (now dw 
tliirty years old) of setting up a monied interest in opp 
sition to the landed. For I conceived, there could n 
be a truer maxim in our government than this, that tl 
possessors of tlie soil are the best judges of what is f 
the advantage of the kingdom. If otiiers had thoug 
the same way, funds of credit and South, sea prqjei 
would neither have been felt nor heard of. ^ 

I could never discover the necessity of suspend 
any law upon which the liberty of the most innocent, pi 
sons depended : neither do I think this practice has nm 
the taste of arbitrary power so agreeable, as that 1 
should desire to see it repeated. Every rebellion n 
dued, and plot discovered, contribute to the firmer esi 
blishment of the prince : In the latter case the knot 
conspirators is entirely broken, and they are to bcf 
their work anew under a thousand disadvantages; 
that those diligent inquiries into remote and problemi 
cal guilt, with a new power of enforcing them by chs 
and dungeons to every person whosie face a miuii 
thinks fit to dislike, are not only opposite to that maiei 
which declares it better that ten guilty men shos 
/escape, than one innocent suffer ; but likewise leav< 

diosus, atqne nostri reipublics stains, a GotUis quandam sapientcr 
stitati, laudator perpetuus, propugnator acerrimus. Cujys tameii I 
mam, ambitu et largitione adeo fcedatam, at vix nuDc di^nosci pa 
saepius ixidignabundus ploravit.'* Dr. Warton. 
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gate "wide open to the whole tribe of infonners, the most 
Bccuned, and prostitute, aod abaodooed race, that God 
ever permitted to plague mankind. 
' It is true the Romans had a custom oi choosing a dic- 
tator, during whose administration the power of other 
magistrates was suspended ; but this was done upon the 
greatest emergencies; a war near their doors, or some 
civil dissension : for, armies must be governed by arbi- 
trarj power. But when the virtue of that commonwealth 
gave place to luxury and ambition, this very office of 
dictator became perpetual in the persons of the Oaesars 
aod their successors, the most infamous tyrants that have 
any where appeared in story. 

These are some of the sentiments I had, relating to 
puUic affairs, while I was in the world ; what they are 
at present, is of little importance either to that or my- 
self ; neither can J truly say I have any at all, or if I 
had, I dare not venture to publish them : for, however 
erthodox they may be while I am now writing, they 
may become criminal enough to bring me into trouble 
^before midsummer. And indeed, I have often wished 
for some time past, that a political catechism miglit be 
published by authority four times a year, in order to in- 
struct us Jiow we are to speak, write, and act during the 
current quarter. I have by experience felt the want of 
such an instructor : For, intending to make my court to 
some people on the prevailing side, by advancing certain 
old whiggish principles, which it seems had been ex- 
ploded about a month before, I have passed for a disaf- 
fected person. I am not ignorant how idle a thing it is, 
for a man in obscurity to attempt defending fals reputa- 
tion as a writer, while the spirit of faction has so uni- 
versally possessed the minds of men, that they are not 
at leisure to attend to any thing else. They will just 
give themselves time to libel and accuse me, but cannot 
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spare a minute to hear my defedce. So, in a plot^i 
nering age, I have often known an innocent man i 
and imprisoned, and forced to lie several moot 
chains, while the ministers irere not at leisure tA 
his petition, until they had prosecuted and haog( 
number they proposed. 

All I can re'asonably hope for by this letter, is lb 
vince my friends, and others who are pleased to wj 
well, that I have neither been so ill a subject^ i 
stupid an author, as I have been represented b 
Tirulence of libellers : whose malice has taken the 
train in botli, by fathering dangerous principles i 
vernment upon, me, which! never maintained, am 
pid productions which I am not capable of wi 
For, however I may have been soured by perso 
treatment, or by melancholy prospects for the (ml 
am too much a politician to expose my own sad 
ofieosive words.* And if my genius and spirit bi 
by incrcasifig years, I have at least discretion e 
left, not to mistake the measure of my own abiliti 
attempting subjects where those talents are nec< 
whicli perhaps I may have lost with my youth. 



* Sn-ift, in ope senteuce onlj of his admirable ''*■ Sehtime 
• <^hureh of England Man," demolished the slavish and absi 
trine of passive obedience and non-resistance. ** Marly of t 
gy,'» Bzys he, *' and other learned men, mistook the object 1 
passive obedience was due. By the supreme magistrate is j 
/Understood the legislative power, which in all governrnpots 
absolute and unlimited. But the word magistrate seeming ti 
a single person, and to express the executive power, it came 
that the obedience due to the legislature was, for want of km 
considering this easy distinction, misapplied to the admioi^ 
Dr. WARTdN. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 245 



FROM SIR COT^STANTINE PHIPPS. 

»iir, Ormond-streeU Jan. li, IT 20-21 •' 

■^ • Having been a little indisposed, I went at Christmas 
Soto the country, vhich prevented me from sooner ac- 
knowledging the favour of your letter. As to Water's* 
case, I Tfas iuformed of it; and the last term I spoke to 
Mr. Attorney Oeceraff about it ; but he told me, be 
could not grant a writ of error in a criminal case, with- 
out direction from the king ; so that Waters is not 
"Hkely <o have much relief fit)m hence, and therefore I 
am glad you have some hopes it will drop in Ireland. 
I think tlie chief justice^ should tiave that regard to his 
oWo reputation, to let it gooff so; fori believe the 
oldest itian alive, or any law-book, cannot give any iu- 
Vlanice of such a proceeding. I was informed who was 
IHmeid at by the prosecution, which made me very zea- 
lous in it ; which I shall be to every thing, wherein I 
ttma be servieeable to that gentleman, for whom nobody 
iias a greater esteem, than 

Your most faithful bumble servant, 

CON, PHIPPS. 



♦ Dr. Swift*! printer; who was proMcuted for printing ** A Pro- 
j^pfal for the Uoirersai Use of Irish Manufactures," written in 1720. 
The Dean, in his letter to Pope, dated Jan. 10, 1721, says tliat the 
jfiry, which tried him, had been culled with t.he utmost industry ; 
but that, notwithstanding, thej brought him in not guilty : that 
, WMtshed, the judge, sent them out i^e timer, and kept them eleven 
hours, till, being tired out^ they were forced to leave the matter to 
the mercy of the judge by a special verdict The Duke of Grafton, 
lord lieutenant, soon after, upon nature advice and per jus Ion from 
£i^and, granted a noli jnrosequL H. 

f Sir Robert Raymond. B. 

\ Whitshed. H. 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

DEAR SIR, Westminster, Feb, 28, 1720-21. 

If I am to chide you for not wrttiog to me, or beg 
your pardon that I have not writ to you, is a questioo; 
for our correspondence has been so long interrupted, 
that I swear I do not know which of us wrote last la 
all cases, I assure you of my continual friendship, and 
kindest remembrance of you ; and with great pleasure, 
expect the same from you. I have been ill this winter. 
Age, I find, comes on : and the cough does not di- 
minish. — 

Nan sum quaUs eram bonce 

Sub regno Cynara Pass for that. 

I am tired with politics, and lost in the South Sea* 
The roaring of the waves, and the madness of the peo- 
pfe, were justly put together. I can send you no sort | 
of news, that holds either coDnexiou or sense. It k all 
wilder than St. Antony's dream ; and the bagatelle is 
more solid than any thing, that hasbeen endeavoured 
here this year. Our old friend Oxford b not well, and 
continues in Herefordshire. John of Bucks'*^ died last 
night, and Coningsbyf was sent last night to the Tower. 
I frequently drink your health with Lord Harley, wke 
" is always the same good man, and grows daily more be- j 
loved as more universally known. I do so too with 
our honest good natured friend Ford, whom I love fcr 
many good reasons, and particularly for that he kms 
yoa. 

As to the subscriptions, in which I have given yoa t 
great deal of trouble already, to make the rest of tint | 

- f John Sheffield, Duke of Buckioghamshire. B. 

t Thomas, Earl of CoQiogsby, so creatikl b^ King George I. ill 
1719. B. 
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trouble less, I desii-e you to send the enclosed letter to Mr. 
Hyde, that he may raze out the names of those gentle- 
men who have taken out their books, and take what 
convenient care he can of the remaining books. And 
as to the pecuniary part, I find no better way than that 
you will remit it, as you did the former sum, by bill of 
exchange. Mr. Ford likewise judges this the best and 
securest method. 

How do you do as to your health ? Are we to see 
you thb summer ? Answer me these questions. Give 
my service to all fiiends, and believe me to be ever, 
y6i\h great truih and esteem, dear sir, 

Tour's, M. PRIOR. 



FROM THE SAMi:. 

BEAR siE,^ Westminster^ Jpril 25, 112 L 

I KNOW very well, that you can write a good letter, 
if you have a mind to it ; but that is not the question. 
*A letter from you sometimes is what I desire. Reserve 
your tropes and periods for those yon love less ; and 
let me hear how you do, in whatever humour you are ; 
whether lending your money to the butchers, protecting 
the weavers, treating the women, or construiog propria 
queefnaribus to the country curate. You and I are so 
jestablished authors, that we may write what we will, 
without fear of censure ; and if we have not lived long 
enough to prefer the bagatelle to any thing else, we dcr 
served to have had our brains knocked out ten years 
ago. 

I have received the money punctually of Mr. Dan. 
Hays, have his receipt, and hereby return you all the 
thanks, that your friendship in that affair ought to 
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i^laim, and jour generosity does contemn. There is one 
tum for jou : good. 

The man you mentioned in your last has been in the 
country these two years, very ill in his health, and his 
' not for Qsany months been out of his chamber ; yet what 
you observe of him is so true, that his sickness is ail 
counted for policy, that he will not come up, till the 
public distractions force somebody or other, (whom, God 
knows) who will oblige somebody else to send for him 
in open triumph, and set him in statu quo prius. That 
iu the mean time, he has foreseen all that has happened; 
checkmated all the ministry ; and to- divert himself at 
Ills leisute hours, he has laid all those lime twigs for 
his neighbour Coniugsby,^ that keep that precious bird 
in. the. cage, out of which himself slipped so cunningly 
and easily. 

Things, and xhe way of men's judging them vaij 
so much here, that it is impossible to give you any just 
ficcbiuit of some of our friends' actions. Raffen\ k moie 
tban suspected to have given op his party, as Saucho did 
has subjects, ibr so much a head, Vun prniaaU Pautn* 
fits cause, therefore, which is something originally like 
tittt of Lutrin,.> opposed or neglected by his andeot 
friends, and openly sustained by the ministry. H!e caft- 
nal be lower in the opinion of most men, than he is; and 
I wish our jfricnd Harcourt were higher than he Is. 

Our young Harley's vice is no more covetouso6«^ 
than plainness of speech is that of his coudn Torn* 
His lordship is really amMlis, and lady Horraf^ 
-mioranda. 

I tell you no oews, but that the whole is a complloa- 
Uon of mistakes in policy, and of knavery in the 

•Beep- 246. N. 

^ Br. Atterbury^BisSiop of Rochester. >\ 
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tioo of it: of the mioisterB I speak, for the most part, as 
irdl ecctosiastical as dv4]. This is all the truth I can 
tetl jou, except one, which I am safe you receive very 
kindly, that I am ever 

Your frieud aod your seirant, 

M. PRIOR. 
Friend Sheltoo, commooly called Dear Dick, is witli 
ne. We drink your health. Adieu. 



TO [STELLA] MRS- JOHNSON.* 

IkaafiiBry-^aiust^ Sunday moming, A^ril 30, 1721 . 

J^ACK Grattan said nothing to me of it till last night; 
it is none of my fault : how did I know but you urere 
to dine abroad ? You should hare seot your messenger 
Aoouer ; yes, I think the dinner you provided for your- 
•aelves may do ureU enough here, but pray seud it &oon. 
I wish you would give a body more early warning; but 
*you must blame yourselves. Delany aays he will come 
to the eyening ; and for aught I know Sheridan may be 
liere at dinner : which of you was it that undertook this 
frolick ? Your letter hardly explained your meaoioggt 
iHit at la^t I found it. Pray do not serve me these tricks 
often. You may be sure, if there be a good bottle you 
shall have it. I am sure I never refused you, and 
therefore that reflection might have been spared. Pray 
be more positive in your answer to this. 

^wrgoase^i and oat Mergdose ; it is speh with an ff, 
jdmpletou. 

* Indoned by Mrs- Joahson ; ** Ad aDswer to no letter.** N. 
f The name of a species of stroog wine. A similar word is used ia 
«o epilogue, aicribed to the I>eaD, in the Gtilli? eriaiiaY p»64. 
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No, I am pretty irell after my walk. I am glad th^ 
archdeacpo''^ got home safe, aod I hope you took care of 
htm. It was hb own fault ; how could I koow where 
he was ? and he could have easily overtaken me ; for I 
walked softly on purpose ; I told .Delaoy I would*. 



TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

SIR, Dt^Ztn, ilf6^18, 1721. 

I HAD your letter, and the copy of the bishop's cirett- 

lar enclosed, for which I thank you ; aud yet I will not 

•pretend to know any thing of it, and hope yon have not 

told any body what you did. I should be glad eooiigh 

to be at the visitation, not out of any love to the businea 

or the person, but to do my part in preventing any mis- 

-chief. But iu truth my health will not suffer it ; aod 

you, who are to be my proxy, may safely give it upoa 

your veracity. I am confident the bishop would not be 

dissatisfied with wanting my company, and yet he may 

give himself airs when he finds I am not there. I now 

employ myself in getting you a companion to cure jour 

iqpleen. 

I am, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

*' And with richest margoux to wash down a tit-bit."** 
0r> BramstoD, in his ** Crooked Sixpence,** talks of 

** Chatteau, margout, or the renowuM pontaek.*' 
And Dr. Dunkin, vol. If. p. 211, aOer deprecating bumpers, addf, 

** O raise not the fury of potent margouze !** N. 
* Archdeacon Walls. N. 
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TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH.* 

- • ■ • 

XY LORD, JmZ^5, 1721. 

I HAVE received an account of your lordship's refus- 
ing to admit my proxy at your visitation,! with several,, 
circumstances of personal reflections on myself, although 
mj proxy attested my want of health; to confirm which, 
and to lay before you the the justice and Christianity of 
your proceeding, above a hundred persons of quality and 
distinction can witness, that since Friday the 26th of 
May, I. have been tormented with an ague, in as vio- 
lent k manner as possible, which still continues, and for- 
ces me t(» take use of another hand in writing to you. At 
the same time, I must be plain to tell you,'t]iat if this ac- 
cident had not happened, I should have used all endea- 
vours to avoid your visitation, upon the public promise I 
naade you three years ago, and the motives which occa- 
sioned it ; because I was unwilling to hear any more very 
injurious treatment and appellations given to my brethren 
or myself; and by the gi*ace of God, I am still deter- 
mined to absent .myself on the like occasion, as far as I 
can possibly be dispensed with by any law, while your 
lordship is in that diocese, and I a member of it. In 
ti'hich resolution I could not codceive but your lordship 
-would be easy ; because, although my presence might 
possibly contribute to your real (at least fttture) interest, 
I was sjure it could not to your present satisfaction. 

If I had had the happiness to have been acquainted 
■with any one clergyman in the diocese, of your lordship's 
principles, I should have desired hinf'to represent me, 
-with hopes of better success: but I wish you would 

* Dr. Evans. N. 

^ See the preceding letter to Mr. Wallis. W. 
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Mmetimes think it cooveaient to disdoguish men as well 
ai priaeiples; aod not to look mpon ereiy penoB». who" 
happens to owe you canonical obedience, as if ■ ■ ■? j^ . ' 

I iiayethe honour to be ordinary over a consideraiik 
number of as emioeat dirines as any in thb kingdooH who 
owe me the same obedience, as I owe to ycMir iordsiup* 
and are equally bound to attend my visitation; yet 
neither I, tior any of my inredecessorB, to ray knowle^gSt 
did ever refuse a regular proxy. 

I am only sorry that you, who are of a cmtntry fasMHi 
tor good nature, hare found a way to unite the ha^y , 
passion of your own countrymen,t with the lofl^ secfaoe 
resentment of a Spaniard : but I have ao boooinr&hlc 
hope, that this proceeding has been more awin^tapai^v 
than eomplexion. I am. 

My lord. 

Your lordship's most homUe servasU 



TO VANESSA. 

Qalhtqnm^ near Kmnegad^ Juty 5, 1 721. 

jTy was iiot convenient, hardly possible, to write \b 
you before now, though I bad a more than ordinary de- 
sire to do it, considering the deposition I found yofi in 
last ; though J hope I left you in a better. I must hei9 
beg you to take more care of your health by compai^' 
and exercise, or else the spleen will get the better of you, 
ttian wtiich there is not a more foolish or troublesome 
disease, and wte you have no pretences to in the world, 
if all the advantages of life can be any defence againit 

* The remainder of the paragraph he has left to the biihop*8 cgo- 
;)e(:ture. N. 
i The bishop was » WeUunan, D. S. 
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it Cadenus . asBures me, he continues to esteem^ 

and love^ «k1 Tftloe you above^ thingB, and fo will do 
to the end of liis Hfe; but at the same time entreats that 
you would not make yourself or him unhappy bj ima- 
ginations, liie wisest men of «11 ages have thought it 
the best coane to seize tlie minutes as they fly, and tQ( 
mske every innocent action an amnsement. If you knew 
how I struggle for a Httle health, what uneasiness I am 
at in riding and walking, and refraining from every thing 
agreeable to my taste, you irould think it but a smaH 
thing ta^e a coach now and then, and to converse with 
Tools or impertinents, lo avoid spleen atid sicknessii 
Without health you will lose all desire of drinking coiflec^ 
and be so low as to have no spirits. Pray write i6 
me cheerhilly, without coroplaiots or expostulaliens, or 
else Cadenus shall know it, and punish you. What is 
this world without being as easy in it as prudence and 
fortune can make us ? I find it every day more silly and 
insignificant, and I conform myself to it for my own ease. 
Fam here as deeply employed in other folks' plantations 
and ditchep, as if they were my own concern; and think 
of my absent friends with delight, and hopes of seeing 
them happy, and of being happy with them. Shall you, 
who have so much honour and good sense, act otherwise^ 

to make Cad and yourself miserable ? Settle your 

affairs, and quit this scoundrel island, and things will bb 
as youi desire. I can say no more, being called away. 
Mais sayes a$siirte que jamais personne au monde fCa 
Hi dimiey 'l^mie, adarie par vatre ami que vous, I 
have drunk no coffee since I left you, nor intend it till I 
see you again : there is none worth drinking but yours^ 
if myself may be the judge. Adieu. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Juh^ 28, 1 721. 

I NEVER was so Bogiy in all my life, as I was with 
you last week, oo the receipt of your letter of the 19tb 
of June. The extreme pleasure it gave me takes away 
all the exaises which I had iovented for your loog ne- 
glect. I design to return my humble thanks to those 
men of eminent gratitude and integrity, the weavers and 
the judges, and earnestly to intreat them, instead of toss- 
ing you in the person of your proxy, who had need to 
have iron ribs to endure all the drubbings you .will pro- 
cure him, to toss you in your proper pei-son, the next 
time you ^offend, by going about to talk sense or to do 
good to the rabble. Is it possible, that one of your age 
and profession should be ignorant, that thb nKHistrous 
beast has passions to be moved, but no reason to be ap- 
pealed to; and that plain truth will influence half a 
score men at most in a nation, or an age, while mystery 
will lead millions by the nose ? 

Dear Jonathan, since you cannot resolve to write as 
you preach, what public authority allows, what councils 
and senates have deckled to be orthodox. Instead of 
what private opinion suggests, leave off instructing the 
citizens of Dublin. Believe me, there is more pleasure, 
and more merit too, in cultivating friendship, than io 
taking care of the state. Fools and knaves are geae- 
rally best fitted for the last ; and none but men of sense 
and virtue are capable of the other. How comes it theo 
to pass, that you, who have sense, though you have wit 
and virtue, though you have kept bad company in your 
time, should be so surprised that I continue to write to 
you, and expect to hear from you, after seven- yeai-s ab- 
sence ? 
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Ami praedantur eunUs, say you; and time vill lop 
oif my luxuriant branches : perhaps it will be so. But 
I have put the pruning-hook into a hand, which works 
ba[rd to leave the other as little to do of that kind as may 
be. Some superfluous twigs are every day cut ; and as 
they lessen in number, the bough, which bears the 
golden fruit of friendship, shoots, swells, and spreads. 

Our friend told you what he heard, and what was 
commonly said, when he told you that I had taken the 
fancy of growing rich. If I could have resolved to think 
two minutes a day about stocks, to flatter Law^ half an 
bour a week, or to have any obligation to people I nei- 
ther loved nor valued, certain it is that I might have 
gained immensely. But not caring to follow the many 
br^ht examples of these kinds, which France furnished, 
and which England sent us over, T turned the little mo- 
uey I had of my own, without being let into any secret, 
very negligently : and if I have secured enough to con- 
tent me, it is because I was soon contented. I am sorry 
to hear you confess, that the love of money has got into 
your head. Take care, or it will, ere long, sink into 
your heart, the proper seat of passions. Plato, whom 
you cite, looked upon riches, and the other advantages 
of fortune, to be desirable ; but he declared, as you have 
read in Diogenes Laertius : Ea et si non affitierinU nihil- 
mninus tamen beatum fore sapientenu You may think 
it, perhaps, hard to reconcile his two jouraies into Sicily 
with this maxim, especially since he got fourscQre talents 
of the tyrant. But I can asAire you, that he went to 
the elder Dionysius ohiy to buy books,' and to the 
younger only to borrow a piece of ground, and a num^ 

* Tlie projector of the Mississippi sclieine in France, Tvhich pro- 
Sliced the South sea scheme here ; and of whose very interesting hifi^ 
torj a fuU account may be seen ia the History of Leict^st^shire, roU 
iii. p. 487. N. 
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ber of men, iromeo, and cbUdreo to trj« Kis XTt^ia. 
Axktippu WBB in Skafy at tiie trane time; tad tfa«re 
ptiBted Mne hfliiogsgatebetweeD these rererend pendos. 
This philoiopher had % inuch stronger fancj to |;Tor 
ridi than Flaloj he flattered, he cracked jeats aaH 
danced ever asticktogetaomeof theSidliangokl; hut 
still ereo be took care, sibirt&, nan se rebus submHUn. 
And I refnember, with great edificatioo, how^ he reproired 
ane of his catechumeos, who bhished, and riinink hack, 
when Mb master allowed hira the wajr to the .bawdy- 
house. NmiingredilurpeestjSed^gredinoti fosse turpt 
est. The conclusion of all this is ; vn htmanete kamme 
ought to hare cent ndUe Uvres, de rente^ U you {ilease ; 
hut ,a wise mao wMl l>e happj «d& the hundredth part 
liCt us not refuse liches when theyoffisr themaelves; but 
let U8 give theia no room io our heads or our hearts. 
Let us eofoy wealth, without sul&ring it to become ne- 
cessary to us. And, i6 finish with one of Seneca^ 
•quaint sentences : ** liet us place it so, that fortune majr 
4ake it without tearing it from us." The passage jou 
neution does follow that which I quoted to you, and (he 
advice is good. Solon thought so; nay, he wenlfn^ 
4her : and you remember the xeason he gave for sitting; 
in the council of Fisistratus, whom he had done hb ut- 
VKwt to oppose ; and who, by the way, proved a veiy 
{ood prince. But the epistle is not writ by Cicero, as 
you seem to ihluk. It is, if I mistake not, an «piatle tif 
Dolabella to him. Cato, you say, would not he of the 
same mind. Cato is a most venerable name, and Dola- 
bella was but a scoundrel with wit and valour ; and yet 
there is better sense, nay, there » more virtue, in what 
Dolabella advises, than in the conduct of Cato. I ma^t 
own my weakness to you. This Cato, so sung by Lu- 
can in every page, and so much better suqg by Virgil in 
half a line^ strikes me with no great respects When I 
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iKe bim painted in all the glorioas colours which ek^ 
quence furnislies, I call to mind that image of him^ 
-which Tally gives in one of his letters to Atticus, or to 
spmebody else ; ivhere he sajs^ that having a mind to 
keep a debate from coming on in the senate, they made 
Cato rise to speak, and that he talked till the hour of 
proposing matters was over. Tully insinuates, that they 
often made this use of him. Does not the moving pic- 
ture shift ? Do you uot behold Clarke of Taunton Dean, 
in the gown of a Roman senator, sending out the mem* 
bers to piss? The censor used sharp medicines; but, in 
his time, the patient had strength to bear them. The 
second Cato inherited this receipt without his skill i and 
like a true quack, he gave tlie remedy, because it was 
bis only one^ though it was too lat^. He hastened the 
patient's death: he not only hastened it^ he made it 
Bore convulsive and paiaful. 

The condition of your wretched country is worse thta 
you represent it to be. The healthful Indian MIowi 
bis master, who died of sickness, to the ^ave; but I 
much doubt, whether those charitable legislators exact 
Uie same, when the master is a luti^ic, and cuts his dwC^ 
throat I mourn over Ireland with all my heart, but I 
pity you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 
pUse; and I judge of your disten4)er as surely by the 
figures into which you cast your ink, as the learned ctoe* 
tor at '' The hand and urinal"^ could do, if be pored 
over your water. You are really in a v^ry bad way. 
Tou say your memory declines : I believe it does, since 
you forget your fidends, and since repeated importunily 
can hardly draw a token of remembrance from you. 
There are bad airs for the mind, as well as the body : 
and what do you imagine that Plato, Bince you have 

^ The eicn of a noted quack ia tboie 4ajri. T9^ 
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set me upou quoting him (y/ho thanked heaven, that he 
wag not a Bceotian) would have said of the uUma 
Tkule ? Shake off your laziness, ramble over hither, and 
spend some months in a kinder climate. Tou will be 
in danger of meeting but one plague here, and you will 
Jeave many behind you. Here yon will come amoo^ 
people, who lead a life singular enough to hit your hu- 
mour; so near the world, as to have all its cenvenien- 
cies ; so far fi*om the world, as to be strangers to all its 
inconveniences ; wanting nothing which goes to the ease 
and happiness of life ; embarrassed by nothing which is 
cumbersome. I dare almost venture to say, that you 
will like us better than the persons you live with, and 
that we shall be able to make you retrogade (that I may 
use a canonical simile) as the sun did on the dial of He- 
zekiah, and begin anew the twelve years which you 
complain are gone. We will restore to you the tdgros 
angustofronte capillos ; and with them, the Adce loqui, 
the ridere decorum^ et inter mnafugam Cynarm nueren 
proUruB. Hcec est vita solutorum miser & ambitiane gror 
vique, and not yours. 

f, was going to finish with my sheet of paper ; but 
having bethought myself, that you deserve some more 
punishment, and calling all my anger against you to my 
aid, I resolve, since I am this morning in the humour of 
scribbling, to make my letter at least as long as one ef 
your sermons ; and, if you do not mend, my next shall 
be as long as one of Dr. Mantou's,^ who taught my 
youth to yawn, and prepared me to be a high church- 
man, that I might never hear him read, nor read bin 
more. 

* Thomas Manton, D. D. who had been ^ected from the rectoiy 
of Covent Garden, for nonconformity, after the Restoration. He was 
a voluminous writer in divinity, and published a large folio volume of 
#^rflioiis on the U9th psalm, p. . . * 
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You must know, that I am as busy about m^ her- 
mitage, ^hich is between the Chateau and the Maison 
Bourgeoise, as if I was to pass my life in it : and If I 
could see you now and then, I should be willing enough 
to do so. I hiaive in my wood the biggest and the clearest 
spring perhaps in Europe, which forms, before it leaves 
the park, a more beautiful river than any which flows in 
Greek or Latin verse. I have a thousand projects about 
this spring, and among others, one, whkh will employ 
some marble. Now marble, you know, makes one think 
of Inscriptions : and if you will correct this, which I have 
not yet committed to paper, it shall be graved, and help 
to fill the table-books of Spoos and Missons''^ yet td 
come. 

*' Propter fidem adversus Reginam, et Partes, 

lutemerat^ servatam. 
Propter operam in pace generali conciliaodft 
Strenu^ saltem naVatam, 
Jmpotentil, vesanae factionja 
Solum vertere coactus. 
Hie ad aqu<e lene caput sacrae 
Injuste exulat, 
Dulce vivit, 
H. DeB. An."&c. 
. Ob were better than propter, but ob operam would 
never please the ear. In a proper place, beifore the 
front of the house, which I have new built, I have a 
mind to inscribe this piece of patchwork : 

*^Si reslpiscat patria, in patriam. rediturus ; 

Si non resipiscat ubivis melius quam inter 

Tales civis futurus, 

* James Spon, M. D. and Maximiliaa Misson, were two emjoent 
travellers, who have published their travels ; in Which are inserted 
many inscriptions, B. 
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Haxx: villam iostauro et exonio : 
Hinc, velut ex portu, alienos casus 
Et fortunae ludum insolentcm 
Cernere suave est. 
Hie, mortem Dec appeteos nte timecs 
loQocuis deliciis, 
DoctiL quietCf 
ct 
FeUeis aoimi immot& traoquillitate, ^ 
Fruiscor. 
Hie mihi yivam quod superest aut exilii^ 
Aut «vi." 
If io a jear's time jou should find leisure to write to 
me, seud me some mottoes for groves, and streams^ aad 
fine prospects, and retreat, and contempt of grandeur, 
Sic, I have one for mj greeoliouse, and one for an al- 
ley, which leads to mj apartment, which are happjr 
enough. The lurst is. Hie ver uasitbium^ atque aUenis 
mensihus (BSiOMi The other i^, fullentis sendlM 

Yon see I amuse myself de la hagaielle as much as 
jou; hilt here lies the <iUfrereoce ; your hagaUUe leadd 
to something hetter; as fiddlers flourish carelessly, be- 
fwe they play i^ fine air, Bui mine begins, proceeds, 
and en(k iu hagaidle. 

Adieus it is happy for you that my hand is tired. 

I will take care that you shall have my picture^ and 
J am simple tnough to be obliged to you for asking for 
it. If you do not write to me aoon, I hope it will fall 
down a« soon as you" have it, and toeak your fa<ead« 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIR, Sqft, 1, 1721. 

I DO Dot kDow how to accoant for jour long silence, 
unless your time has been taken up In making an in- 
terest with those in power here, for one of the two arch- 
bishoprics, that we heard were void, but I am verj glad 
are not so. Set jour heart at rest, for thej are promis- 
ed ; and therefore jou maj as well write to a sister^ 
when next jou honour this kingdom with anj despatch- 
es, as to anj greater people. It is a shame to think 
how JOU have neglected those of jour own house. I 
had once determined to write to jou no more, since no 
answer was to be expected ; but then revenge came into 
mj head, and I was resolved to tease jou, till at last, to 
be quiet, jou will send me some plausible excuse at 
least, for never inquiring after brother or sister. I 
wonder when jou will be good natured enough to come 
and see how we do ; but Ireland has such powecful 
charms, that I question whether jou would leave it to 
be one of our archbishops. I was at jour brother Ar- 
ran's* a good while this summer, and have been much 
upon the ramble, or else jou would have sooner had 
these just leproaches from me ; whom jou have no waj 
of appeasing, but bj a letter of at least four sides of 
paper : tlmugh I am so good a Christian, upon tliis oc- 
casion, as to be, notwithstanding all this ill treatment, 
air, / 

Tour most sincere friend, and humble servant, ■ 

M. ORMOND. 

* A member of tke club of sixteen. H. 
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TO MR. WORRALL. 

DEAR JACK, GaUstojvn, Sept. 14, ll 

I ANSWERED jouT letter long ago, aod have li 
saj at present. I shall be iD towD by the begioi 
next month, although a fit of good weather iTould 
me a week longer ; for I never saw or heard of s 
a continuance of bad, which has hindered me fron 
ral little rambles I intended ; but I row or ride 
day, in spite of the rain, in spite of a broken s! 
falling mii the lakes, and several other triflin| 
dents. Pray what have you done with the Lit< 
man ? Has he mended his voice, or is he con 
sit down with his Christchurch^ preferment ? I 
Mrs. Brent will be at a loss about her industry 
for want of a new leaf, with a list drawn of the d 
I know you are such a bungler you cannot do i 
therefore I de^re that you would, in a loose sheel 
per, make a survey list, in your bungling mam 
soon as she wants it, and let that serve till I come 
sent my service to Mrs. Worrall. I wonder ho^ 
and she, and your heir,{ have spent the ^mmer, at 
often you have been at Dunleary,|| and whethc 
have got her another horse, and whether she hates 
in the country as much as ever. Desire Mrs. Bi 
a messenger goes from hence, to give Jinn my 
waistcoat, because the mornings grow cold. I hai 
and then some threatenings with uiy head ; but ha 

* One of the cathedrals in Diablin. F. 

f The book wherein Mrs. Brent kept the account of the mo 
by Dr. Swift to poor industrious tradesmen, io small suois 
interest P. 

t Mr. Fairbrother. F. 

I) A village at the seaside near Dublin. F. 
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er been absoliitelj giddy above a minute, and cannot 
)nip1ain of my health, I thank jGod. Pray send them 
iclosed to the post-oifice. I hear you have let your 
Duse to Mrs. Dopping, who will be a good tenant if ishe 
ves. I suppose your new house is finished, and if 
Irs. Worral does not air it well, it may get you a new 
ife, which I would not have you tell her, because it 
ill do the business better than a boat at Dalky.* I 
ope you have ordered an account of absent vicars, and 
tat their behaviour has not been so bad as usual du- 
[pg my sickness in town : if so, I have but an ill sub- 
ean. 

I am, sir, your's, to. 

'. S. Tell Mrs. Brent, that if Lloyd agrees, I shall be 
glad one of hb bogheads was left unracked. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Gallstown, near Kinnegad^ 
iir L0Ri>, Sept 28, 1721. 

I HAD the honour of your grace's letter of the first 
istant ; and although I thought it my duty to be the 
ist writer in coiTesponding with yqur grace, yet I know 
ou are so punctual, that if I should write sooner, it 
'ould only be the occasion of giving you a new trouble, 
efore it ought in conscience to be put upon you. Be- 
ides, I was in some pain that your letter of Septem^ 
er 1, was not the first you had writ, because, about ten 
ays after, a friend sent me word, that your grace «aid 
ou had writ to me six week^ before, and had no an- 
wer ; whereas I can assure your grace, that I received 

* A most delightful island, within six or seven miles of DubUn. F. 
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bat one from you ; nor had I reason to expect it, hav- 
ing not done mjself the honour to write to you before. 
I win tell you the secret of dating my letter ; I wis ip 
fear lest the post should be gone, and so left a blank, and 
wisely huddled it up without thinking of the date ; but 
we country gentlemen are frequently guilty of greater 
blunders ; and in that article I grow more perfect eve- 
ry day. 

I believe you seriously that yo& will take care of 
your health, to prevent a successor : that is to say,' I 
believe you tell truth in jest ; for I know it is not the 
value of life that makes you desire to live, and am afraid 
the world is much of your mind ; for it is out of regard 
to the public, or some of themselves, more thad upoD 
your own account, that they wish your continuance 
among us. 

It seems you are n greater favourite of the li^ite- 
nant's^ than you care to own ; for we hear that he killed 
but two bucks, and sent you a present of one. 

I hear you ^re likely to be the sole opposer of the 
bank if and you will certainly miscarry, because it 
would picove a most perfidious thing. Bankrupts are 
always for setting up banks : how then can you think a 
bank will fail of a majority in both houses ? 

You are very perverse, my lord, in misinterpreting 
the ladies' favour, as if you must die to obtain it ; I at* 
sure you it is directly contrary ; and if you die, you 
will lose their favour forever : I am commanded to tdl 
you so ; and therefore at the peril of your life, and rf 
their good graces, look to your health. 

I iiear the bishop of Bangor,]: despairing of doing ai^ 

• Charles, Duke of Grafton. P. 

f At this time there was a proposal for a national bank in treUai] 
which was rc;|ected by parliament F. 
t Dr. Benjamin Hoadiy. F. 
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good wiih you, has taken up with Hereford. I am a 
plain man, and would be glad at any time to see fifty 
such bishops hanged, if I could thereby have saved the 
life of his predecessor, for whom I had a great esteem 
and friendship.* I do not much approve the compli- 
ments made you by comparisons drawn from good and 
bad emperors, because the infei-ence falls short on both 
sides. If Julian had immediately succeeded Constan- 
tine, it would have ' been more' to the purpose. Sir 
James of the Peak^ said to Bouchier the gamester, 
** Siirah, I shall look better than you, when I hav€ beeu 
a month in my grave," A great roan in England was 
blaming me for despising somebody or other ; I assured 
him I did not at all despise the man he mentioned ; that 
I was not so liberal of my contempt; nor would bestow it 
where there was not some degree of merit. . Upon this 
principle, I can see no proper ground of opposition be- 
tween your grace, and that wretch of Bangor. I have 
read indeed, that a dog was once made king of Nor- 
way, but I forgot who was his predecessor ; and there- 
fore am at a loss for the other part of the comparison. 

I am afraid the clatter of ladies' tongues is no very 
good cure for a giddiness in the head. When your 
grace, (as you say) was young, as T^m not, the ladies 
were better company, or you tnore easily pleased. I 
am perpetually reproaching them for their ignorance, 
affectation, impertinence, (but my paper will not hold 
all) except lady Betty Rochfort, your old acquaintance. 

I own, my bead, and your grace's feet, would be ill 

* Sir James of the Peak, is described hy Mrs. Manlcy io the 
** New Atalantis," as a notorious gamester ; he bears the same cha- 
racter in Dr. King's works, vol. U. p. 245 ; and his gaming on Sun- 
days is censured by the Examiner, see No. 4b. From his skill la 
play, he was called " monsieur le chevane-," by the fools he. hati 
cheated of their estates. N. 

VOL. XVI. M 
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joined ; but give me your bead and take my feet, and 
matcb us in the kingdom if jou can. 

Mj lord, I row after health like a wntennai], and ride 
after it like a post-boy, and find some little saccess ; biit 
mibeanl nwrhi tristisque sauctus. I have a receipt to 
which you are a stranger ; my lord Oxford and Mr. 
Prior used to join with me in taking it ; to whom I of- 
ten said, when we were two hours diverting ourselves 
with trifles, vive la bagatelle. I am so deep among the 
workmen at Rochfort's canals and lakes, so dexterous at 
the oar, such an alderman after the hare— 

I am just now told from some newspapers, that one of 
the king's enemies, and my excellent friend, Mr. Prior,'* 
is dead ; I pray God deliver me from many such ti^hi 
I am neither old nor philosopher enough to be indiBer 
cnt at so great a loss ; and therefore I abruptly coo- 
elude, but with the greatest i*espect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful, 

and obedient servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE RE^ MR. JACKSON, AT GALLS- 

TOWJI^.t 

r 

DubMn^'Oct. 6, 1721. 

I HAD no mind to load you with the secret of my go- 
ing, because you should bear none of the blame. I fell 
upon a supposition that Mr. Rochfort had a mind to 
keep me longer, which I will allow in him and you, bat 

• He died Sept. 18, 1721. N. 

f Copied from the orijdaal in the postession of two Irish ladies, of 
the name of Shenton, (daughters of a late precentor of Christ-chuitbi 
Dublin.) N. 
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^t one of the family besides, \irho I confess had reason 
enough to be weary of a man, who entered into none of 
their tastes, nor pleasures, nor fancies, nor opinions, nor 
taft. I baited at Clencurry, and got to Leslip between 
three aqd four, saw the curiosities there, and the next 
morning came to Dublin by eight o'clock, and was at 
prayers in my cathedral. There's a traveller. I for- 
got a long treatise copied by my Irish secretary, which 
I lent Clem. Barry. Fray get it from him, and seal it 
dp, and keep it, till you get a convenience of sending it. 
Desire Lady Betty to give you the old silver box that 
I carried the comfits in : it belongs to poor Mrs. Brent, 
and she asked me for it with a sigh. You may trust it 
jwith Arthur. You are now happy, and have nobody 
to tease you to the oar ok the saddle. You can sit in 
your night<^own till noon witiiout any reproaches. 

It left a note for you with James Bojl, with com- 
missions whkh I hope you will fulfil, thmigh you bor- 
row the money ; I will certainly be out of your debt in 
all articles between us when you come to town, or be- 
fore, if you draw a bill upon me, for now I have money, 
and value no man. I am told your tribe here is all well^ 
though I have seen none but Ja^k Jackson. 

Farewell, go to cards, and lose your money with 
great gravity. 

My service to all your girls. 

I gave James Doyl two crowns, and a strict order to 
take care of [^JJ] grey-colt, which I desire you will se- 
cond. 

I had a perfect summer journey, and if I had staid 
much longer I should have certainly had a winter one, 
which, with weak horses and bad roads, would have 
been a very unpleasant thing. 
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TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

SIR, Dublin, Nov. 3, 1721. 

Tou stole iu and out of toivQ without seeing either 
the ladies or me ; nf^hich iiras veiy ungratefuUj done, 
considering the obligations you have to us, for lodging 
and dieting with you so long. Why did you not call 
in the morning at the deanery ? Besides, we reckoned 
for certain that you came to stay a month or two^ as you 
told us you intended. I hear you were so kind as to 
be at Laracor, where I hope you planted something; and 
I intend to be down after Christmas, when you must con- 
tinue a week. As for your plan, it is very pretty, too 
pretty for the use I intend to make of Laracor. All I 
would desire is, what I mention in the paper I left you, 
except a walk down to the canal. I suppose your, pro- 
ject would cost me ten pounds and a constant gardener. 
Pray come to town, and stay some time,: and repay your^ 
self some of your dinners. I wonder how a mischief 
you came to miss us. Why did you not set out a Mon- 
day, like a true country parson ? Besides, you lay a 
load on us, in saying one chief end of your journey was 
to see us : but I suppose there might be another motive, 
and you are like the man that died of love and the colic 
Let us know whether you are more or less monkish, how 
long you found yoursel£4)etter by our company, and 
bow long before you Recovered the charges we put yoa 
to? The .ladies asstire you of their hearty services; 
and I am, with great truth and sincerity. 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Jan. 1, 1721-2. 
I RECEIVED your letter of the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember, above a fortnight ago ; and should have set you 
an ei[amp1e, by answering it immediately, (which I do 
not remember you ever set me) if I had not been obliged 
to abandon the silence and quiet of this beloved retreat, 
and to thrust myself into the hurry and babble of. an im- 
pertinent town. In less tliau ten days which I spent at 
Paris, I was more than ten times on the |>oiut of leaving 
iny business there undone ; and yet this business was to 
save four-fifths of four hundred thousand livres, Avhich I 
have on the townhouse ; rcstes tnisirdUes du tiaufrage 
de ma forttmc. Luckily I had the fear of you before 
iny eyes; and though I cannot hope to deserve your es- 
teem by growing rich, I have endeavoured to avoid 
your contempt by growing poor. The expression is 
equivocal : a fault which our language often betrayit 
those who scribble hastily, into ; but your own con- 
science will serve for a comment, and fix the sense. Let 
me thank you for remembering me in your prayers, and 
for using your credit above, so generously in my behalf. 
To despise riches with Seneca's purse^ is to have at once 
all the advantages of fortune and philosophy. 
Quid voveat dulci nutricula majus alutnno ? 
You are not- like H. Guy,* who, among other excel- 
Icfnt pieces of advice gave me this, when I first came to- 
court ; to be very moderate and modest in my applica* 

* Henry Guy, "who had been secretary to the treasury during 
three successive reigns, died February 23, 1710 , and left to William 
Fulteney, Esq. late Earl of Bath, near forty thousand pounds, with 
an estate of about five hundred pounds a year ; as the latter owns, in 
his answer to one part of a late infamous Ubel| &c. published in 1731, 
p. 39. B. • 
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lions for my frieDds, and very greedy and iiDporiunate 
ivhen I asked for myself. You call Tully names, to 
revenge Cato^s quarrel ; and to revenge TuUy's, I am 
ready to fall foul of Seneca. Tou churchmen have 
cried him up for a great saint ; and as if you imagined, 
dial to have it believed that he had a mouth's mind to 
he a christian, would reflect some honour on Christianity, 
you employed one of those pious frauds, so frequently 
* practised in the days of primidve simplicity, to impose 
on the irorld, a pretended correspondence between him 
and the great apostle of the gentiles.^ Your partiality 
in his favour shall bias me no more than the pique vbkh 
Dion Cassius and others^ show against him. Lake an 
equitable judge, I shall only tax him with avarice in his 
pro6pcrity, adulation in his adversity, and i^Ofectation in 
every state of life. Were I considerable enough to be 
banished from my country, methiuks I would net par* 
chase my restoration at the expense of writing such a 
letter to the prince himself, as your christian stoic wrote 
to the emperor's slave, PolybiuB.t Thus I think of the 
man, and yet I read the author with pleasure ; thoogii 
I join in condemning those points, which he introduced 
into the Latin style; those eternal witticisms, stnioig 
like beads together, and that impudent manner of talk* 
iug to the passions, before he has gone about to con- 
vince the judgment ; which Erasmus, if I remember 
right, objects to him. He is seldom instructive, but be 
IS perpetually entertaining ; and when he gives you no 



^ * It consistB of thirteen letters, which seemed to St. Jerwn and St 
Aujcustio to have been genuine. But du Pin (Nonvelle BibUotbeque, 
dc8 Auteurs Ecclgsiastiques, torn. i. p. 24. edit. 1690, 4to.) acknow- 
ledges, that they contain nothiug worthy of thcapottie or phiIoq)beri 
and have not the least resemblance to the style of either, litis is 
likewise the judgment of the most learned among the modem critics SL 
f Seneca de Consolalione ad Polybium. B. 
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new idea, he reflects your own back upon 70U vith oev 
lustre. I have lately writ an excelleot treatue in praise 
of exile.* Maoy of the hints are taken from Consolatio 
ad Hehiamy and other parts of his works. The whole 
is turned in his' style ^nd manner ; and there is as much 
6f the spirit of the pcrtique^ as I could infuse without 
nioning too far into the mrabilia, inopinata, et paror 
doxa ; which Tully, and I think Seneca himself, ridi- 
cules the school of Zeno for. That you may laugh at 
me in your turn, I own ingenuously, tl^at I began in 
jett, grew serious at the third or fourth page, and cori- 
Tineed myself, befoi'e J had done, of what perhaps I 
shall never convince any other, that a man of sense and 
virtue may be unfortunate, but can never be unhappy. 
Do not imagine, however, that I have a miud to quaiiel 
with Aristippus ; he is still my favouiite among the 
philosophers ; and if I find some faubs in him, they are 
few and veniaL 

You do me much honour, in saying, that I put you in 
jornnd of Lord Digby ;t but say it to no one else, for fear 
of passing for partial in your parallels, which has done 
jPlutarch more hurt than it has done good to his Grecian 
heroes. I .^^ ibrgoti or I never knew, the remarkable 
passage which you mention. Creat "^^ imjustly 
persecuted, may hold such language, and will be heaixl 
with applause ; with general applause I mean, not uni- 
versal. There WIQ5 at Athens a wretch, who spit in the 
face of Aristides, as he marched firm, calm, and almost 
gay, to execution. Perhaps there was not another man 
among the Athenians, capable of the same vile action. 

* It is printed in his works, under the title of " Reflections upvn 
^^xile." B. 

f George Lord Digby, afterward Earl of Bristol. Dr. Swift, in a 
letter to Lord Bolingbroke, April 5, 1729, styles Lord Digby the pro> 
■^ype of Lord Boliogbroke. B. 
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And for the honour of mj country, I will belieye, that 
there are few men io England, beside Lord Oxford, ca- 
|)able of hearing that strain of eloquence, without admi- 
ration. There is a sort of kindred in souls, and thej 
are divided into more families than we are apt tb ima- 
gine. Digby's and Harley^s are absolute strangers Iq 
one another. Touch a unison, and all the unisons will 
give the same sound; but you may thrum a lute till 
your fingers are sore, and you will draw no sound out of 
a jew^s harp. 

I thank you for correcting my inscriptions, and I 
thank you still more for promising to gather up mottoes 
for me, and to write often to me. I am as little given to 
beg correspondents, as you are to beg pictures ; but since 
I cannot live with you, I would fain hear from you. To 
glow old. with good sense, and a good friend, was the 
wish, of Thales ; I add, with good health : to enjoy but 
one and a half of these three, is hard. I have heard of 
Prior's death,''^ and of his epitaph ;t and have seen a 
strange book, writ by a grave and eloquent doctor^ 

•See p. 266. N. 

f In tlie following triplet, written by himself. 

** To me 'tis given to die; to you. 'tig ;;\veA 
"To liyc. Alas t one moment sets us even ; 
" Mark how impartial is the will of Heaven !" 
Bishop Atterbury, in a letter to Mr. Pope, dated Sept 27, I72l» 
lays, ** I had not strength enough to attend Mr. Prior to hia gnre; 
. else I would have done it, to. have showed his friendsi, that I had ior- 
got and forgiven what he wrote on me. He was buried as he desired, 
at the feet of Spenser. I will take care to make good, in every respect 
. what I said to him when living, particularly aa to the triplet he wrote 
for his own epitaph ; which, while we were on good terms, I promis- 
ed him should never appear on his tomb while I was Dean of West- 
minster." Atterbury's Epistolary Correspondence, 1799, voLILp* 
117. N. 

t Richard Fiddes, D. D. published in 1721, io octavo, " A. Letter 
't> Answer to one from a Freetliinker; occasioned by the late Duke 
'of Buckinghamshire's Epitaph ; whe^rein certain passages in it, that 
iiave been tliought excei^\.\ou^\]\£> ^T^Vmi^vcaXj^v «.Qd the DoetrkK 
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about the Duke of BuckiDghamshire. People, who talk 
much in that nioroeut, cao have, as I believe, but one of 
these two principles, fear or vanity. It is therefore 
much better to hold one's tongue. I am sony, that the 
first of these persons, our old acquaintance Matt, lived 
so poor as you represent him. I thought that a certain 
lord,'''' whose marriage with a certain heiress was the ulti- 
mate endpf a certain administration, had put him above 
want. Prior might justly enoi^h have addressed hini- 
self to his young patron, as our friend Aristippus did to 
.Dionysius ; " you have n[ioney, which I want ; I have 
wit and knowledge, which you want." I long to see 
your ** Travels;"! for, take it as you will, I do rtot re- 
tract what I said. I will undertake to find, in two pages 
«f your bagatelles^ more good sense, useful knowledge, 
and tme religion, than you can show me in the works 
of nineteen in twenty of the profound divines and phi- 
losophers of the age.- 

I am obliged to return to Paris in a month or six 
weeks time, and from thence will send you my picture. 
Would to Heaven I could send you as like a picture of 
my mind ; you would find yourself, in that draught, the 
object of the truest esteem, and the sincerest friendship. 



FROM DR. SNAPE. 

HEVEREND SIR, Windsor, April 23, 1 722. 

I TAKE the opportunity of two of our choir going 
over to 'try their fortune in your country, at once to re- 

of tke SouPs Immortalitj asserted, &c.^* This was fc^owed^by a Se- 
cond Letter, published the same year. B. 

* Edward Lord Uarley, who married in October 1713, the Lady 
Henrietta Cavendish Holies, only daughter and heir of John Dulfe 
of Newcastle. B. 

t Gulliver»c\ N. 
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tuni mj ihauks for a yery oUigiag letter 70U favouied 
me with some years ago, aod your kind interfHretatioo ^f 
my endeavours at that time to assert the cause of eur 
estabHshment against a prelate^ who was undermiulqg 
it ; and also to recommend to yoOr favour the bearer, 
Mr. Elford ; who upon the encouragement of your worthy 
primate, is going to settle at Armagh. I cannot pretend 
to say, he has the same compass of voice with his late 
brother, whom the good queen so much admired ; but I 
will venture to say, he has a greater compass of under- 
standing; and upon the whole, that he is a good choi^ 
man. iThe other, that bears him company^ was a veiy 
useful chorister to u& His voice, since its breaking, is 
somewhat harsh, but I believe will grow mellower. 
If you find either of them for your purpose, ^especially 
the bearer, when you have a Tacaucy in your church, I 
shall be much obl^ed to you for any favour yon are 
pleased to show; and be ready to approve mysell^ oa 
any occasion, reverend sir, 

your most obliged and affectionate servant, 

A. SNAPE. 



TO VANESSA. 

Clo^heTy Jtme I9 1122. 
The weather has been so constantly bad that I have 
wanted all the healthy advantages of the country, and 
it seems likely to continue so. It would have been in- 
finitely better once a week to have met at Kendal, aod 
to forth, where one might padd three or four hours id 
drinking coffee in the morning, or dining UU-mkit 
drinking coffee again till seven. God send yoil thraugli 

* Bishop Iloadlj. R 
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^•lir law suit, aod joar reference. And remember thai 
rkiies are Bine parts in ten of all that is good in life^ 
aod health is the tenth; drinking coffee comes long 
lAer, and yet it is the eleventh ; but without the two 
iafmer you cannot drink it right : and remember the 
china in the old house, and Rider-street, and the colo- 
nelVi journey to France, and the Loudon wedding, and 
the 6ick lady at Kensington, and the indisposition at 
Windsor, and the strain by the box of books at Londcm. 
LaaC jrear I writ you civilities, and you were angiy. 
Thfe year I will write you none, and you will be angry ; 
yet my thoughts were still the same — Crcyez queje serai 
tm^ouTS tout ce que vous dtsirez. Adieuu 



TO THE SAME. 

LaughgaUy County of Armagh, July 13, 1722. 

I AM well pleased with the account of your visit, and 
the behaviour of the ladies. I Ece every day as silly 
things among both sexes, yet endure them for the sakd 
of amusement The worst thing in you and me is, that 
we are too hard to please ; and whether we have made 
ourselves so, is the question ; at least I believe we have 
the same reason. One thing that I differ from you in is, 
that I do not quarrel with my .best friends. I believe 
you have ten angry passages in your letter, and every 
one of them enough to spoil two days apiece of riding 
and walking. We differ prodigiously in one point : I 
fly from the .spleen to. the world's end ; you run out of 
your way to meet it I doubt the bad weather hat 
hindered you much from the diversions of your country 
hous^ and put you upon thinking in your chamber. 
The use I have made of it, was to read, I know not 

3l3 



276 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

how many, diverting books of history and travels* I 
wish you would get yourself a horse, aed have always 
two servants to attend you, and Visit your neighbouts ; 
the worse the better : there is a pleasure io bdog reve- 
xeuGed ; and that is always in your power, by your su- 
periority of sense, and. an easy fortune. The best max- 
im I know in this life is, to drink your coffee when you 
can ; and when you cannot, to be easy without it : 
while you continue to be splenetic, count upon it, I will 
always preach. Thus much I sympathise with you, 
that I am not cheerful enough to write; for I believe 
coffee, once a week, is necessary to that. I can sincere- 
ly answer all your questions as I used to do ; but then 
I give all possible way to amusements, because they j>re- 
serve my temper, as exercise does- my health ; and with- 
out health and good humour I would rather be a dog. I 
have sbifled scenes oftener than ever I did in roy life, 
and I beliieve have lain in thirty beds since I left town, 
and always drew up the clothes with my left, hand f 
which is a superstition I have learned these ten yean.. 
I long to see you in figure and equipage. Pray do noi 
lose that taste. Farewell. 



TO THE SAME. 

August 7, 1 722^ 

I iM this hour leaving my present residence ; and if 
I fix any where shall let you know it. 

A long vacation. Law lies asleep, and bad weather. 
How do you wear away the time ? Is it among the 
grove& and fields of your country seat, or among your 
cousins in town ; or thinking in a train that will be sme 
Io rex you ;. and theu if^a^in^^ and.foimiog teaaiiigcair 
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elusions from mistaken thoughts ? The best companioa 
for jou 18 a philosopher ; HFhom you would regard as 
muchiAs a sermoD. I have read more trash since I left 
you, than would fill all your shelves, and am abundant- 
ly the better for i(, though I scarce remember a syllable. 
What a foolish thing is time ; and how foolish is man, 
who would be as angry if time stopped, as if it passed^ 
But I will not proceed at this rate ; for I am writing,, 
and thinking myself fast into the spleen, which is the 
only thing I would not compliment you by imitatingv 
So adieu, till the next place I fix in. 



TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ. 

Dublin, Oct. 9, 1 722: 

I AM but just' come to town, and therefore look upon 
myself to have just left Loughgall, and that this is the 
first opportunity I have of writing to you. 

Strange revolutions since I left you : a bishop"*^ of my 
old acquaintance in the Tower for treason, and a doctor 
of my new acquaintance made a bishop.! I hope you 
are returned with success from your Connaught journey, 
and that you tired yourself more than you expected in 
taking the compass of your new land ; the consequence 
of which must be, that you will continue needy some 
years loager than you intended. Your hew Bishop 
Bolton was born to be my tormentor ; he ever opposed 
me as vsjfy subject,^ and now has left me embroiled for 
want of him. The government, in consideration of the 

* Dr. Atterbury, Bishop of Roehester. N. 
f. Dr. Theophilus BoltoD, Bishop of Glonfert, Sept 12, 1722; i^d 
in 1719 Archbishop of CasheU. % 
X Dr. B«lton bad been cbanceUor «f St Patrick*!. N. 
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■any ftroun thej have shown me, would han have me 
give St Bride's to sonie oae d their hangdogs, Umi Dr* 
Howard maj come in to St Werburgfa's. So Uiatl 
must either disoblige whig and Umj in my chapter, or 
be uogratefBl to my patrons in power. When you eoM 
to town, you must be ready, at what time you hear the 
sound of tabret, harp, &c. to worship the brazen imag^ 
set up, or else be cast into a cold watery furnace ; t 
have not yet seen it, for it does not lie in my walks^ and 
I want curiosity. The wicked tones themselvea bc|^ 
now to believe there was some thing of a plot ; and 
every plot costs Ireland more than any plot can be 
worth. The court has sent a demand here for more 
money by three times than is now in the hands of the 
treasury, and all the collectors of this kingdom put to- 
gether. I escaped hanging very narrowly a month ago; 
for a letter from Preston, directed to me, was opened io 
the post-oflSce, and sealed again in a very slovenly man- 
ner, when Manley found it only contained a request 
from a poor curate. This hath determined me agaiost 
ihiting treason : however, I am not certain that this let- 
ter may not be interpreted as comforting his moat excel- 
lent migesty's enemies, since you have been a state pri- 
soner. Pray God keep all honest men out of the hands 
of lions and bears, -and uncireumcised PhilisliBes! I 
hoped my brother Orrery* had loved his land too much 

* Charles B<^le, born hi Augtist, 1676, was entered, when only fif- 
teen, of Chri8i*8Charch, Oiford ; and early dintinguished himsdf by 
poblidiinc the life of Lysander, from the Greek of Plutmrch ; and 
still more, by his edition of Phaflaris in 1605, and the consequent con- 
tToveny with Dr. Benlley . He succeeded to the title of Earl of Or- 
rery^ Aug. 23, 1709, on the death of his elder brother Lionel, and 
had a regiment given him ; was elected a knight of the Thistle, Oct. 
13, 1703 ; raised to the rank.of major genertd in iM, and sworn of 
the privy cooncil. At the time the peace of Utrecht was settling be 
was appointed envoy extraordinary to the states of Flanders and 
BraboDlf Jan. 11, 1710-11 *, ttaCL, lot Vi\& icrriccs^ was created Btitm 
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to hazard it oq revtiliitioli principles. I atti told (hat t 
lady of ID J aeqaaintance was the discoverer of this plot, 
havtog a bver among the true whIgs, whom she prefer- 
red before ao old battered husband. 

Ymi never saw any thing so fine as my new Dublin 
pkntatioos of elms; I wish you would come and visit 
them ; and I am veiy strong in wine, though not so li- 
beral of it as yon. It is said that Kelly the parson^ is 
admitted to Kelly the squire,f and that they are cooking 
up a discovery between them, for the Improvement of the 
hempen manufacture. It is reckoned tliat the best trade 
in London this winter will be that of an evidence. As 
much as I hate the tories, I cannot but pity them as foolsii 
Some think likewise, that the pretender ought to have 
his choice of two caps, a red cap or a fool's cap. It is a 
wonderful thing to see the tories provoking his present 
majesty, whofie clemency, mercy, and forgiving temper^ 
have been so signal, so extraordinary, so more than hu- 

fioyle, of Marslon, in Somcftetshire, Sept 10, 1711. He resided at 
Brassela, as envoy, till June 1713 ; and, on the accession of Kiof 
Oeoarge I. was continued in his command in tiie ann7,ikiade a lord of 
the bedchamber ; and lord lieutenant of the county of Somerset, 
Dec. 3, 1714. He resigned his t)06t in the bedchamber in 1716, hit 
' regiment having before been taken fh>m him ; was committed to the 
Tower, Sept. ^, 1722, on suspicion of being concerned in Layer*! 
I^ot ; wheAce he wai at last diteharged, after snflbrihg severely itt 
his health ; and died Aug. 28, 1731, aged 57. His lordship's taste as 
•a -fine writer is weU established; and the noble instrument invented 
by him, which bears his name, is a proof of his mechanical genius ; 
he had also a peculiar tarn to medicine; and bought and read what- 
ever was published on that subject N. 

* George Kelly, taken up on suspicion of treasonable correspond- 
ence, was tried by the house of losds, found guilty, and sentenced to 
be coa6ned in the Tower for life ; but made bis escape in 1736. N. 

f Captain Dennis Kelly, who had a very good estate in Ireland, 
was committed to the Tower in 1722, on suspicion of corresponding 
with the pretender. Mr. Kelly's daughter was honoured with the 
friendship of Dr. Swift; and several of her letters are io this colter 
tioo of his works. N. 
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mane, during t1)e whole course of bis reigo; which 
plainly appears, not ouly from his own speeches and de- 
clarations, but also from a most ingenious pamphlet just 
come over, relating to the wicked bishop of Rochester. 
But enough of politics. I have no- town news : I have 
seen nobody : I have heard nothing. Old Rochfort* 
has got a dead palsy. Lady Betty f has been long ilL 
Dean Percivale| has answered the other dean's journal^ 
in Grub-street, justly taxing him for avarice and want of 
hospitality. Madam Percivaie absolutely denies all the 
facts : insists that she never made candles of dripping; 
that Charly never had the chin cough, &c. 

My most humble service to Mrs. Cope, who ente^ 
lained that covetous lampooning dean much better than- 
he deserved. Remember me to honest Kanty, and boj 
Barclay. 

Ever yours, &c^ 



* Robert Rochfort, Esq. He was made attorney general to Kins 
William, June 6, 1695 ; .chosen speaker of the house of c<Mnmon« the ' 
same year ; and appointed chief baron of the exchequer in 1707, ia 
which poet he continued till the death of the queen. N. 

f Wife to Mr. George Rochfort (the chief baron*8 son,) anddaugh* I 
ter to the Earl of Drogheda. N*. ' ' 

I Dr. William Percivaie, Archdeacon of CasheU in 1713,appeartl7 
Boulter^s Letters, to have been promoted in the year 1725, to therec- 
fary of St. Michan*8 in Dublin, he was then a dean, and evidently 
the person here meant Dr. Percivaie died suddenly at Oaulstova 
bet. 10, 1727. N. 

i See The Country Life, by Dean Swift, in the Poetical part of this 
collection. N. 
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. TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MY LORDj Oct. 1 1, 1722. 

I OFTEN receive letters franked Oxford, but always 
find them written and subscribed by your lordship's ser- 
vant Mynett. His meaning is some business of his own, 
wherein I am his solicitor ; bat be makes his court by 
^ving me an account of the state of your family ; and 
perpetually adds a clause, *' That your lordship soon in- 
tends to write to me.'' I knew yim indeed when you 
were not so great a man as you are now, 1 mean when 
you were treasurer; but you are grown so proud since 
.your retirement, that there is no enduring you : and you 
have reason, for you never acted so difficult a part of life 
before. In the two great scenes of power and pereecu- 
tion you have excelled mankind ; and in this of retire- 
inent, you have most injuriously forgotten your friends. 
Poor Prior often sent me his compliments on this occa- 
sion; and I have returned him mine. I never courted 
your acquaintance when you governed Europe, but you 
courted mine ; and now you neglect me, when I use all 
my insinuations to keep myself in ypur memory. I am 
yeiy sensible, that next to receiving thanks and compli- 
ments, there is nothing you more hate than writing let- 
ters ; but, since I never gave you thanks, nor made you 
compliments, I have so much more merit than any of 
those thousands whom you have less obliged, by only 
making their fortunes, without taking them into your 
friendship, as you did me; whom you always counte- 
nanced in too public and particular a manner to be for- 
gotten, either by the world or myself; for which, never 
man was more proud, or less vain. 

I have now been ten years soliciting for your picture ; 
and if I had solicicited you for a thousand pounds (I 
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meao of your owo moDej, not the public) I could have 
prevailed id ten dajs. Tou have ^ven me many 
hundred bout's ; cau jou DOt now give me a couple ? 
have mj mortifications been so few, or are you so ma- 
licious to add a greater than I ever yet suffered ? did 
you ever refuse me any thing I asked you ? and will 
you now begin ? In my conscience, I believe, and by 
the whole conduct of your life I have reason to believe 
that you are too poor to bear the expense. I ever told 
you, I was the richer man of the two ; and I am dov 
ficher by five hundred pounds, than I was at the time 
when I was boasting at your.table of my wealth, befeie 
Diamond Pitt.* ^ 

I have hitherto taken up with a scurvy print of you, 
uuiler which I have placed this lemma : 

— Vetcres actuB fnimam^t juvenUxm 
PrMcguar? ad sese nunUm preuentia dueunt. 

And this I will place under your picture, whenever you 
sre rich enough to send it me. I will only promise, in 
return, that it shall never lose you the reputation of po- 
Terty ^ which, to one of your birth, patrij»os7, and eni- 
ployments, is one of the greatest glories of your life^ 
and so shall be celebrated by roe. 

I intreat your lordship, if your leisure and your health' 
will permit, to let me know when I can be a mouth with 

• Thomas Pitt, Esq. governor of Fort St. Georfe, in the Eait-Io. 
d!e^ where he resided many yearsi and gained an itnmAiBe fbrtme. 
Ih 1716, he was made governor of Jamaica, but rerigaedl that poit ife 
1717. He died April 28, 1726. It having been reported that he gain- 
ed his famous diamond by a stretch of power, he declared in a veiy 
sokmn manner, that ire porchased it fairly of an emient dluooid 
merchant, for 48,000 pagodas, or 20,400{. It was reckoned the laigeit 
jewel in Europe, and weighed 127 carats. When polished, it was as 
big as a pullet's egg. The cuttings amounted to eight or ten tii«i| 

asnd poonds. Hew\d\vto\]^«V^^fx«afifiCbTi39,Qoa<. K., 
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you at BramptOD castle ; because I hav« a great deal of 
business if ith jou that relates to posterity. Mr. Mj- 
nett has, for^some time, led me aa UDComfortable life, 
with his ill accounts of your health ; but, God be thank- 
ed, his style of late is much altered for the better. 

My hejirty and constant prayers are perpetually of- 
fered up for the preservation of you and your excellent 
family. Pray, my tord, write to me : or you never lov- 
ed me, or I hare done something to deserve your dis* 
pleasure. My lord and Lady Eburriot, niy brother and 
sister,^ pretend to atoue by making me fine presents; 
but I would have his Imrdsliip know, that I would value 
two of his lines more than two of his manors, Sic. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, London^ Dec. 22, 1722. 

After every postday, for these eight or nine yearf, 
I have been troubled with an uneasiness of spirit, and at 
last, I have resolved to get rid of it, and write to you. 
I do not deserve you should think so well of me as I 
really deserve ; for I have not professed to you, Uiat I 
love you as much as ever I did : but you are the only 
person of my acquaintance almost that does not know it. 
Whomever I see thai comes from Ireland, the first ques- 
tion I ask is after your health $ of which I had the 
pleasure to hear very lately from Mr. Berkeley. I 
think of you very often : nobody wishes you better, or 
longs more to see you. Duke Disney, who knows more 
news than any man alive, told me I di<mld certainly 

* The members of the club of sixteen all called one another bro- 
thers, and coosequentlf their wires were niters to the several men- 
hers. D. S. 
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meet you at the Bath this seasoD : but I had one com- 
fort in being disappointed, that you did not want it for 
your health. I was there for near eleven weeks for a 
colic, that I have been often troubled with of late ; but 
have not found all the benefit I exp>ected. 

I lodge, at present, in Burlington-house, and have re- 
ceived many civilities froiii many great men, but very 
few real benefits. They wonder at each other for not 
providing for me ; and I wonder at them all. Espe- 
rience has given me some knowledge of them ; so that I 
can say, that it is not in their power to disappoint roe. 
You find I talk to you of myself; I wish you would re- 
ply in the same manner. I hope, though you have not 
heard of me so long, I have not lost my credit with you ; 
hut that you will think of me in the same manner, as 
when you espoused my cause so warmly, which my gra- 
titude never can forget. * 

I am, dear sir, 
Your most obliged and sincere humble servant, 

J. GAY, 

P. S, Mr. Pope, upon reading over this tetter, desired 
me to tell you, that he has been just in the same senti- 
ments with me, in regard to you ; and shall never for- 
get his obligations to you. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 



Dublin, Dec. 22, 1 722. 

What care we, whether you swim o^siuk? Is this a 
time to talk of boats, or a time to sail in them, when I 
am shuddering ? or a time to build boat houses, or pay 
for carriage? No*, but toward summer, I promise here- 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 285 

by, Under my hand to subscribe a Cguioea''^) shilling for 
one y or, if you please me, what is blotted out, or some- 
thing thereabouts, and the ladies shall subsciibe three 
thirteens between them, and Mrs. Brent a penny, and 
Robert and Archy halfpence a piece, and the old roan 
and woman a farthing each ; in short, I will be your col- 
lector, and we will send it down full of wine, a fortnight 
before we go at Whitsuntide. You will make eight 
thousand blunders in your planting ; and who can help 
it ? for I cannot be with you. My horses eat hay, and 
I hold my visitation oh January 7, just in the midst of 
Christmas. Mrs. Brent is angiy, and swears as much 
as a fanatic can do, that she will subscribe sixpence to 
your boat. Well, I shall be a countryman when you 
^re not ; we are now at Mr. Fad's,t with Dan and Sam ; 
and I steal out while they are at cards, like a lover 
writing to his mistress. We have no news in our town. 
The ladies have left us to day, and I promised them that 
you would carry your club to Arsellagb, when you are 
weary of one another. Tou express your happiness 
with grief in one hand, and sorrow in the other. What 
fowl have you but the weep? what hairs, but Mrs. 
Macfaden's gray hairs? what pease but your own? 
Your mutton and your wether are both very bad, and 
so is your wedder mutton. Wild fowl is what we like^ 
How will this letter get to you ? A fortnight good from 
this morping, you will find Quilca not the thing it was 
last August ; nobody to relish the lake $ nobody to ride 
over the downs; no trout to be caught; no dining over a 
well ; no night heroics, no morning epics ; no stolen hour 
when the wife is gone; no creature to call you names. 
Poor miserable Master Sheridan ! No blind harpers ! no 

* The word guinea is struck through with a pen in the copy. P. 
fJaden. F. 
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joumies to Rantavao ! Aoswer all tliiS) and be foymag- 
mts Apollo* We have new plays and new libeb, and 
nothing valuable is old but Stella, vhose bones slie re- 
commends to 7011. Dan desires to know nrhetlier.you 
saw the advertisement of your being robbed — and so I 
conclude, 

Yours, &*c. 

T. 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin, Jan. 8, 1 722-3. 

Coming home after a short Christmas ramble, I found 
u letter upon my table, and little expected when I open- 
ed it to read your name at the bottom. The best and 
greatest patt of my life, until these last eight yean^ I 
spent in England; there I made my friendships^ and 
there I left my desires. I am condemned for ever to 
another country ; what b in prudence to be done ? I 
think, to be oblitusque meorum^ obUviscendms H illis. 
What can be the design of your letter but malice, to 
wake me out of a scurvy sleep, which however is better 
than none ? I am toward nine yeafs older siuco I left 
you, yet that is the least of my alterations ; my busioeis, 
my diversions, my conversatious, are all entirely changed 
for the worse, and so are my studies and my amusements 
in writing; yet, after all, this humdrum waj of life 
might be passable enough, if you would let me alone. I 
shall not be able to relish my vine, my panons, my 
horses, nor my garden for three .months, until the spirit 
you have raised shall be dispossessed. I have some- 
times wondered that I have not visited you, but I have 
been stopped by too m^xx7 \^^*80Ti^ V^^dc years and la- 
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uoess, aod yet these are rery good ones. Upon mj 
retura after balf a year among you, there would be to 
me destderio me pudcr nee modus. I was three yean 
reconciling myself to the scene, and the business, to 
which fortune bad condemned me, and stupidity was 
what I had recourse to. Besides, what a figure should 
I make in London, while my friends are in poverty, 
exile, distress, or imprisonment, and my enemies with 
rods of iron ? Yet I often threatened myself with the 
journey, and am every summer practising to get health 
to bear it : the only inconvenience is, that t grow old in 
the experiment Although I care not to talk to you as 
a divine, yet I hope you have not been author of your 
colic ; do you drink bad wine, or keep bad company ? 
Are you not as many years older as I ? It will not be 
always et tibi quos mihi dempserit apponet annas. I am 
heartily sorry you have any dealii^ with that ugly dis- 
temper, and I believe our friend Arbnthnot will recom- 
mend' you to temperance and exercise. I wish they 
could have as good an effect upon the giddiness I am 
subject to, and which this moment I am not free from. 
I should have been glad if you had length^netl your let- 
ter by telling me the present condition of many of my 
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, &c. but 
you mention only Mr. Pope, who I believe is lazy, or 
else be might have added three lines of his own. I am 
extremely glad he is not in your case of needing great 
men's favour, and could heartily wish that you were in 
bis. I have been considering why poets have such iH 
success in making their court, since they are allowed to 
be the greatest and best of all flatterers : the defect is 
that they flatter only in print or in writing, but not by 
word of mouth : they will give things under their hand 
which they make a conscience of speaking. Besides, 
they are too libertine te haunt aaUch^.\nSawss\fiSi v*^'^^'^ 
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bribe porters aod footmen, and too proud to cringe to se-. ^ 
cond-band favourites in a great family. Tell me, are 
you not under original sin by the dedication of your . 
eclogues to Lord Bolins;broke ? I am an ill judge at 
this ilistance ; and besides, am, for my ease, utterly ig- 
norant of the commonest things that pass in the world ; I 
but if all coivts have a sameness in them (as the parsons 
phrase it) things may be as they were in my time,^ 
when all employments went to parliament-men's friends, 
who had been useful in elections, and there was always 
a huge list of names in arrears at the treasury, which 
would at least take up your seven years expedient to 
discharge even one half. I am of opinion, if you will 
not be ofTeuded, that the surest course would be to get 
your friend who lodged in your house, to recommend 
you to the next chief governor who comes over here, for 
a good civil employment, or to be one of his secretariesi 
which your parliament-men are fond enough of, when 
there is no room at home. The wine b good and rea- ' 
sonable ; you may dine twice a week at the deanery- 
house ; there is a set of company in this town sufficient 
for one man; folks will admire you because they have i 
read you, and read of you ; and a good employment will ; 
make you live tolerably in London, or sumptuously 
here ; or if you divide between botli places, it will be 
for your health. 

I wish I could da more than say I love you. I left 
you in a good way both for the late court, and the suc- 
cessors ; and by the force of too much honesty or too 
little sublunary wisdom, you fell between two stools. 
Take care of your health and money ; be less modest 
and more active ; or i he turn parsou and get a bishop- 

* At what period of time, in the English history, was not this tiie 
'case, and the true state of things ? Dr. Wario.v. 
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ric here : ^ould to God they would send tu as good ones 
from jour side ! 

I am ever, &c 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Jan. 12, 1722-3. 

I FIND a rebuke in a letter of youi-s that both stings 
and pleases me extremely. Your saying that I ouglit to 
have writ a postscript to my friend Gay*8, makes me not 
content to wdte less than a whole letter ; and your seem-* 
Jog to take his kindly, gives me hopes. you will look up- 
on this as a sincere elTect of friendship. Indeed, as I 
cannot. but own the laziness with which you tax me, and 
Vith whicli I may equally charge you, for both of us 
have had (and one of us has both had and giveu''^) a sur- 
feit of writing ; so I really thought you would know 
3'ourse1f to be so certainly entitled to my fiiend^iip, that 
jt was a possession you could not imagine stood in need 
of any farther deeds or writings to assure you of it. 

Whatever you seem to think of your withdrawn and 
«eperate state at this distance, and in this absence. Dean 
Swift lives still in England, in eveiy place and company 
where he would choose to live, and I find him in all tlic 
conversations I keep, and in all the liearts in which I 
desire any share. 

We have never met these many years without men- 
tion of you. Beside my old acquaintance, I have found 
that all my friends of a later date, are such as were 
yours before ; Lord Oxford, Jjsard Harcourt, and liord 
Harley, may look upon roe as one entailed upoD them 

* Allndlng to his large work od Ilonjer. WAB^mt^N. 
VOL. XVI. N 
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by 70U : Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I bope) 
to take me with all -his other hereditary rights ; and, in- 
deed, he seems grown so much a philosopher, as to set his 
heart upon some of them as little, as upon the poet you 
gave him. It is surely my ill fate, that all those I most 
loved, and with whom I most lived, must be banished. 
After both of you left England, my constant host was the 
Bishop of Rochester. ''^ Sure this is a nation that is 
cursedly afraid of being overrun with too much polite* 
ness, and cannot retain one great genius but at the ex- 
pense of anotlier.f I tremble for my Lord PeteIboro1^ 
whom I now lodge with ; he has too much wit, as well 
as courage, to make a solid general ^ and if he escapes 
being banished by others, I fear he will banish himsdf. 
This leads me to give you some account of the manoer 
of my life and conversation, which has been infinitely 
more various and dissipated, than when you knew me 
and cared for me ; and among all sexes, parties, and pro- 
fessions. A glut of study and retirement in the first part 
of my life, cast me into this : and this, I begin to see, 
will throw me again into study and retirement. 

The civilities I have met with from opposite sets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent or sour to 

* Dr. Atterbaiy. «Warbcrton. 

f The Bishop of Rochester thought this to be imleerl the case ; and 
that the price agreed on for Lord Bolingbroke*s return, was bis ban- 
ishment; an imagination which so strongly possessed him when be 
went abroad, that all the expostulations of his friends coald not con- 
vince him of the folly of it. Wabburton. 

X This Mr. Walsh seriously thought to be the case, where, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pope, Sept. 9, 1716, he says: ** When we were in the 
North, iny Lord Wharton showed me a letter he had received from a 
xf rtam great general in Spain (Lord Peterborow) 1 told him I would 
by ail means have that general recalled, and set to writing here st 
home, for it was impossible that a man with so much wit as he Aow- 
ed, could be fit to command an army, or do any other buiiaess. Wat* 
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any party ; but at the same time the observations and 
experiences I cannot but have collected, have made me 
less fond of, and less surprised at any : I am therefore 
the moire afflicted, and the more angrj, at the violences 
and hardships I see practised bj either. The merry 
vein you knew me in, is sunk into a turn of reflection, 
that has made the world pretty indifferent lo me ; and 
yet I have acquired a quietness of mind, which by fits 
improves into a certain degree of cheerfulness, enough 
to make me just so good humoured as to wish that world 
well. My friendships are increased by new ones, yet 
DO part of the warmth I felt for the old is diminished.- 
Aversions I have none, but to knaves, (for fools 1 have 
learned to bear with) and such I cannot be commonly 
civil to ; for I think those men ai-e next to knaves who 
converse with them. The greatest man in power of this 
sort shall hardly make me bow to him, unless I had a 
personal obligation, and that I will take care not to have* 
The top pleasure of my life is one I learned from you, 
both how to gain, and how to use the freedom of friend- 
ship, with men much my superiors. To have pleased 
great men, according to Horace, is a praise ; but not to 
have flattered them, and yet not have displeased them» 
is a greater. I have carefully avoided all intercourse 
with poets and scribblers, unless where by great chance ' 
I have found a mqdest one. By these means I have 
bad no quarrels with any personally : none have bees 
enemies, but who were also strangers to me; and as 
there is no great need for an ^claircissement with such, 
whatever they writ or said I never retaliated, not only 
never seeming to know, but ofleii really never knowing^ 
any thing of the matter. There are very few thingii 
that give me the anxiety of a wish ; the strongest I have 
would be to pass my days with you, and a few such as 
you : but fate has dispersed them all ^bfOfoX ^^^& ^^^^^n 
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and I find to wish it is ds vain as to wish to see the 
millennium and the kingdom of the just upon earth. 

If I have sinned in my long silence, consider there iis 
one to whom 70U yourself have been as greal a sinner. 
As soon as you see his hand, you will learu to do me 
justice, and feci in your heart how long a man may be 
silent lo those he tnily loves and respects. 



TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTOJNT. 

MY LORD, DubUn^ Jan, 24, 1 722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Dowue, a fa- 
vourable message from your grace, relating to a clergy- 
man, who married my near relation, and whose estate is 
much encumbered by a long suit at law. I return my 
most humble acknowledgments for your grace^s favoura- 
ble, answer. I can assure your grace, that in those 
times, when t was thought to have some credit with per- 
sons in power, I never used it to my own interest, and 
very rarely for that of others, unless where it was for 
the public advantage ; neither shall I ever be a trouble- 
some or common petitioner to your grace. I am sorry 
the Archbishop of Dublin^ should interpose in petty 
inatters, when he has justly so much weight in things of 
greater moment. How shall we, the humblest of your 
addressers, make our way to the smallest mark of your 
favour ? I desu-ed your secretary, Mr. Hopkins, (whom 
I have long known) to deal plainly witli me, as with a 
man forgotten, and out of the world, and if he thought 
my request unreasonable, I would drop it. This he fail- 
ed to do : and therefore I here complain of him to your 

» Dr. William King. B. 
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grace, aod will do so to himself, because I have long 
done with court answers. 

I heartily wifeh your grace full success in all your 
great and good endeavours for the service of your coun- 
try, and particularly of this kingdom ; and am, with 
the greatest respect, my lord, your grace's most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 

JOJS^. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

London, Feb. 3, 1722 3- 

You made me happy in answering my last letter in 
so kind a manner, which, to common appearance, I did 
not deserve; but I believe you guessed my thoughts, 
and knew, that I had not forgot your, and that I always 
loved you. When I found, that my book was not sent 
to you by Tooke, Jervas undertook it, and gave it to 
Mr. Maxwell, who married a niece of Mr. Meredith's. 
I am surprised you have heard nothing of it ; but Jervas 
lias promised me to write about it, so that I hope you 
will have it delivered to you soon. Mr. Congreve I see 
often : he alWays mentions you with the strongest ex- 
pressions of esteem and friendship. He labours still 
under the same afflictions, as to his sight and gout ; but, 
in his intervals -of health, he has not lost any thing of 
his cheerful temper. I passed all the last season with 
him at the Bath, and I have great reason to value n^y-^ 
self upon his friendship ; for I am sure he sincerely 
wishes me well. We pleased ourselves with tbe 
thoughts of seeing you there ; but Duke Dbney, who 
knows more intelligence than any body besides, chanced 
to give us a wrong information. If you had b^^w^^ess^s 
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the duke promised, upon mj giving him notice, to make 
you a visit. He ofleu talks of you, and ^Fishes to see 
you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbuthoot's, ivho 
told me, he had written you three letters, but had re- 
ceived DO answer. He charged me to send you his ad- 
vice, which is, to come to England and see your friends. 
This he affirms (abstracted from the desire he has to 
see you) to be very good for your health. He thinks, 
that your going to Spa, and drinking the waters there, 
would be of gi-eat service to you, if you have resolutioD 
enough to take the journey. But he would have you 
try England first. I like the prescription very much, 
but I own, I have a self interest in it ; for your taking 
tins journey would certainly do me a great deal of good, 
•fope has just now embarked himself in another great 
undertaking as an author ; for, of late, he has talked 
only as a gardener. He has engaged to translate the 
Odyssey in three years, I believe rather out of a pros- 
pect of gain than inclination ; for I am persuaded he 
bore his part in the loss of the South Sea, He lives 
mostly at Twickenham, and amuses himself in his house 
and garden. I supped about a fortnight ago with Lord 
Bathui'st and Lewis, at Dr. Arbuthnot's. Whenever 
your old acquaintance meet, they never fail of express- 
ing their want of you. I wish you would come, and be 
convinced, that ail I tell you is true. 

As for the reigning amusement of the town, it is en- 
tirely music; real fiddles, base- viols, and hautboys ; not 
poetical harps, lyres, and reeds. There's nobody allow* 
e^ to say, I sing, but an eunuch, or an Italian womafi. 
Every body is grown now as great a judge of music as 
they were, in your time, of poetry ; and folksy that couM 
Dot distinguish one tune from another, now daily dispute 
^Mit the different &Vy\e« ol ^"usii^^V Q^noncini, ood 
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Attilio. People have now ibrgot Homer, and Virgil 
and Caesar; or, at least, they have lost their ranks. 
For, io London and Westminster, in all polite conversa. 
tions, Senesino is daily voted to be the greatest man that 
ever lived. 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I have bees 
formerly for your assistance, in introducing me into bUr 
siness. I shall this year be a commbsioner of the state 
lottery, tvhich will be worth to me a hundred and fifly 
pounds. And I am not without hopes, that I have 
friends that will think of some better and more certain 
provision for me. You see I talk to you of myself, as' 
a thing of consequence to you. -I judge by myself; for- 
to hear of your health and happiness, will always be 
one of my greatest satisfactions. Every one that I have 
named in the letter, . give their service to you. I beg 
you to give mine, Mr. Pope's, and Mr. Kent's,* to Mr. 
Ford. I am, deai* sir, 

Your most faithful aDd4no6t humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

P. S. My paper was so thin, that I was forced to make 
use of a cover. I do not require the like civility ia 
return. . . 



TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

siK, DubUn, Feb. 12, 1722-3. 

I WOULD have been at Laracor and Athboy before 
DOW, if an ugly depending chapter business had not 

*■ A celebrated gardener, to whom Pope, speakiDg of Esher, a seal 
of the late Mr. Pelbam^s, pays a most elegant compliment ; 
* " Where Kent and Natare vie for Pelham*B love." H* 
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tie^ me here. There is a loDg difficultly that concents 
the goveniment, the archbishop, the chapter, the deair. 
Dr. Howard, and RobiQ Grattao, and I know not 
i^hether it will be deterinined in a month. All my de- 
sign is, to do a job for Robin Grattan ; but the rest have 
their 4ifferent schemes and politics, too deep and too 
ilontemptible for me to trouble myself about them. 
Mean time you grow negligent, and the improvements 
at Laracor are forgotten. I beg you will stop there for 
a day or two, and do what is necessary now, before the 
season is too late ; and I will come when this affair is 
over, a;id bring down wine (which will not be ready till 
then, for it is but just bottled ;) and we will be merry at 
.your house and my cottage. 

I sent your memorial, drawn iip by myself^ with my 
opinion upon it, and a letter to Dr. Kearney, to recom>- 
inend it to the piimate. I likewise desired Mr. Morgan 
to second it. I have in vain hitherto sought Dr. Kear- 
' ney, but shall find him soon ; and I intend to engage Dr. 
Worlii ,and Mr. Cross, and probably all may come to 

nothing Sedquid teniare nocebit ? The ladies are as 

usually — Mrs. Johnson eats an ounce a week, which 
frights me from dining with her. My crew has drunk 
near three hogsheads since I came to town, and we must 
take up with new when I come down. I suppose you 
are in the mld&t of spleen and justice. I have often an 
ill head, and am so unfortunate as to pick out raioy 
days to ride in. What is it to you that old Proby the 
painter is dead ? 

I am ever your's 

J. SWIFH 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

M7 LORD, Deanery House^ Feb, 22, 1722-3. 

Mr. Chbt^^ode''^ intends to deliver io a petition to 
the government to day, and entreated me to speak to 
your grace before he delivered it, which not having an 
opportunity to do, I make bold to enclose th letter, 
-which your grace may please to read ; and is the sub- 
stance of what he desired me to say. I am. 
With the greatest respect, my lord, 
Tour grace's most dutiful 

And most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO ROBERT COPE. ESQ. 

DvbUn,MayUyU2Z. 
I PUT up your letter so very safe, that I was half an 
hour looking for it. I did not receive it till a few days 
before I came to town ; for I oflt^n changed stages^ and 
my last as well as my first was at Woodpark with Mr. 
Ford. This is the first minute of leisure I have had to 
answer you, which I did not intend to do, till I heard yoa 
were come and gone from hence like a spright I will 
tell you that for some years I have ioteoded a southern 
journey ; and this summer is fijced for it, and I hope to 
set out in ten days. I never was io those parts, nor am 
acquainted with one Christian among them, so that I 

* Knightly Chetwode, Esq. who had very |;ood pretendons to an 
Eogluh peerage, for which he presented several memorials j bui to 
sopurpote. B. 
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shall be little more (ban a passenger ; from thence I go 
to the bishop of Clonfert,* ifrho expects me, and pre- 
tends to be prepared for me. You need not take so much . 
pains to invite me to Loughgall. I am grown so peevish, 
that I can bear no other country place in this kingdom; 
I quarrel everj where eke, and sour the people I go to 
as well as mjself. I will put the greatest compliment 
on you that ever I made ; which b to profess sincerely 
that I never found any tiling wrong in your house, and 
that you alone of all my Irish acquaintance have found 
out the secret of loving your lady and children, with 
some reserve of love for your friends, and, which is more, 
without being troublesome ; and Mrs. Cope, I think, ex- 
cels even you ; at least you have made me think so, and 
I beg you will deceive mie as long as I live. The worst 
of it Ib, that if you grow weary of me (and I wonder 
why you do not) I have no other retreat. The neigh- 
bours you mention may be valuable, but I never waut 
them at your house ; and I love the very spleen of you 
and Mrs. Cope better than the mirth of any others you 
can help me to ; it is indeed one additional good cir- 
cumstance that Tisdell will be absent. I am sorry to 
say so of an old acquaintance ; I would pity all infirmi- 
ties that years brfng on, except envy and loss of good 
nature ; the loss of the latter I cannot pardon in any one 
but myself. My most humble service to Mrs. Cope ; 
and pray God bless your fireside ! It will spare Dr. 
Jinnyt the trouli^e of a letter, if he knows from you io 
a few days that I intend in a week. from your receiviog 
this to begin my journey ; for he promised to be my com- 
panion. It is probable I may be at Clonfert by the be- 
ginning of July. It is abominable that you will get wt 

• Br. Tbeophilus Bolton. N. 

t A clergyman lu tU^ ii«i^\\)Q«s\iQAd. F. - - 
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none of Prior's guineas. If jou want news, seek other 
correspondents. Mr. Ford is heartily weary of us, for 
want of company. He is a tavern man, and few here 
go to taverns, except sitch as will not pass with him ; 
and, what is worse, as much as he has travelled, he can- 
not ride. He will be undone when I am gone away ; 
yet he does not think it convenient to be in London 
during these hopeful times. I have been four hours at 
a coramissioo to hear the passing of aecompts, and 
thought I should not have spirits left to beg^n a letter; 
but I find myself refreshed with writing to you. Adieu, 
and do me the justice to believe' that no man loves and 
esteems you more than yours, &e. 



TO THE SAME. 

June 1, 1 723. 
I WROTE to you three weeks ago ; perhaps Hi; le ter 
miscarried : I desired you would let Dr. Jinny know 
that I intended my journey in ten days after my letter 
would reach you ; and I staid five or sis more, and do 
now leave this town on Monday, and take a long 
southern journey, and in five or six weeka hope to get 
to the bishop of Clonfert^s. My letter to you was v^ry 
long, and full of civilities to you and Mrs* Cope, and it 
is a pity it should be lost. I go where I was never be* 
fore, without one companion, and among people .where I 
know no creature; and all this to get a little exercise^ 
for curing an illhead. Pray reproach Dr. Jinny sounds 
]y, if you received my letter, and sent my message |^ 
for I know not where to direct to him, but bought you 
might hear of him once a week. Tour friend Ford, 
keeps still in Ireland, and passes the subb&uix ^\&& 
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couDtiy house with two sober ladies of his and my ae* 
quaintance. If there be tinie after mj htang at CIoo- 
fert, I will call at Lougbgall; though I wish you would 
come to I he bishop's, if Mrs. Cope will give you leaye^ 
It seems thej are resolved to find out plots here when 
the parliameat meets, ia imitatioo of Eoglaod ; and the 
chief justice a; id postmaster are gone on purpose to 
bring them over, and thej wiH raise fifty thousand 
pounds on the papists here» The bishop of Meath''^ 
says, ^ the bishop of Rochester was always a silly fel* 
low." 

I wish you many merry meetings with TisdeU. The 
graziers will be ruined this year. Praised be God fior 
all things! Bermudasf goes low. The walk toward 

* Dr. John Evans; whose urbaoily may be estimated fixan hi» 
eOnduct to Dr. Swift ia 1721. N. 

f Alludiag to Dr. Berkeley's prefect of fiwinding a ODircrsity at 
Bermudas. This excellent divine, by Dr. Swift's recommendatioB, 
went to Sicily with Lord Peterborow, as secretary and chajdain.— 
His letters to Mr. Pope from Leghorn and Naples (see that Poet's 
Works) make as regret that there are only three of them . One let- 
ter to him from Mr. Pope is in Mr. Doncombe's coUectioo. Doriog 
Dr. Berkeley's absence, Trinity College, DaUin, of which he was then 
one of the senior feHows, created him, in 1717, D. D. b^ diploma. 
He returned to Ireland in 1718, and in 1721 was advanced to the 
deanery of Derry ; where he was na sooner settled than he formed 
the benevolent plan which he published, in 1725, under the title €t^ 
** A Proposal for the better supplying of Churches in our FoieigA 
Plantations, and for converting the Savage Americans to Christiatti- 
ij^ Yiy a Cc^ege to be erected in the Summer Islands, othcrwiso call- 
ed the Isles of Bermuda." Having obtained a royal, charter, Daaa 
.Berkeley set sail for Rhode-Island in Sept 1728. But, not findiof 
lumself supported in this laudable design, by those who alone could 
. vender it eflbctual, he petBmed to England in 1731 ; and, kt a sermon 
^preached at Bow church, Feb. 18, 1731-2,^ before the society for pBO* 
ipagating the Gospel, gave a foil accouat of bis pious labooni. He was 
. promoted to the bishoprie of Cloyne, March 5, 1733 ; in which high 
itation he steadily persevered ib his truly patriotic endeavom to b^ 
•efit the community, as appears by seme valuable tracts in the vo» 
.towsoriiiffltoeKtoiiies^n^ The £arl of ChesterMd« when kvd 
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the Bishop of Cloofert's is full of grasB. The college and 
I are falleo out about a guinea. We have some hang- 
inga, but few weddings. The next packet will bring us 
word of the king and Bishop of Rochester's* leaving 
iEngland; a good journey and speed j return to one, and 
the other, is an honest whig wish. And so I remain^ 
ever entirely jpurs, &)0* 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKKf 

I jlh not so lazy as Pope, and therefore jou must not 
expect from me the same indulg[ence to laziness; in de- 
fending his own cause he pleads yours, and becomes your 
advocate while he appeals to you as his judge : You wUl 
do the same on your part ; and I, and the rest of your 
common friendsi shall have great justice to expect from 
two such righteous tribunals; you resemble perfectly 
the two alehouse-keepers in Holland, who were at the 
same time burgomasters of the town, and taxed one 
another's bills alternately. I declare beforehand I will 
not stand to the award ; my title to your friendship is 
good, and wants neither deeds nor writings to confirm it ; 
but annual acknowledgments at least are necessary to 
preserve it : and I begin to suspect, by your defrauding 

lieutenant of Ireland, oflered him a richer see ; which he with great 
modesty declined. He died at Qsford, in the 73d year of hi9 age, 
Jan. 1753; having settled there a few months before, t» superinteid 
Ihe education ot his son. N. 

* Dr. Atterbury embarked at Doirer, June 18, 1723. See the Epis- 
tolary Correspondence of that learned Prelate, vol. II. p. 274. N. 

^ This letter was printed at the end of the quarto edition very foulti- ' 
]y (as for instance, Jrabieau for Zabiantf Egyptian Sent for seert^ 
to) occasioned by its being taken from Curll^s stolen copy only : th» 
•riginal having been since recoversd among 0r. fiftUVn papeiv, lAhjf 
«Qw Mntetlyprintdl F. 
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me of them, that 700 hope k time to dupute it, md to 
urge pteKriptioo agaiost me. 1 would not asy one irard 
to 70U about mjaelf (since it is a sabjeet on whieh 70a 
appear to have no curiosity) were it not to try how far 
the contrast between Pope's fortune and manner of life, 
and mlae, may be carried. 

I haVe been, then, iDfinitely more aniform, and less 
dissipated, than when you knew me and cared for me. 
That love which I used to scatter with some provision 
among the female kind, has been these many years de- 
voted to one object. A great many misfortunes (for so 
they are called, though sometimes yery improperly) and 
a retirement h-om the world, Irave made that just aod 
nice discrimination between my acquauitance and my 
friends, which we have seldom sagacity enough to make 
for ourselves : those insects of various hues, which used 
to hum and buz about me while I stood in the sunshine, 
have disappeared since I lived in the diade. No man 
comes to a hermitage but for the sake of the hermit ; a 
few philosophical friends come often to mine, and they 
are such as yon would be glad to live with, if a dull cli- 
mate and duller company have not altered you extreme- 
ly from what you were nine years ago. 

The- hoarse voice of party was never heard in this 
quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets are barilshed from 
it, and if the lucubrations of Isaac Bickerstaff be admit- 
ted, this distinction is owing to some strokes, by which it 
IB judged that this illustrious philosopher, had (like the 
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the Persian Zoro- 
aster, and others his precursors among the Zabians^ Ma- 
gians, and the Egyptian seers) both his outward and bos 
inward doctrine, and that he was of no side at the bot- 
tom. When I am there, I forget I ever was of any par- 
ly myself; nay, I am often so happily absorbed by the 
abstracted reason of things, that I am ready to imagine 
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there never was any sticb moDster as partj. Alas i I . 
am sooa awakened from that pleasing dream hj the 
Greek and Roman historians, bj Guicciardiu, by M»> 
chiavel, and Thuanus; for I have vowed to read na 
history of our own country, till that body of it which 
you promise to finish, appears. 

I am und6r no apprehensions that a glut of study and 
retirement should cast me back into the hurry of the 
world : on the contrary, the single regret which I ever 
feel, is, that I fell so late into this couree of life; my 
philosophy grows confirmed by habit, and if you and I 
meet again, I will extort this approbation from you. 
Jam non cansUio hmnus^ sed more eo perdudus^ ut mm 
tanttan rect^facere jwssimj sed nisi recUfaeere non pat' 
sim. The little incivilities I have met with from oppo- 
site sets of people, have been so far fitm rendering me 
violent or sour to any, that I think myself obliged to 
them all : some have cured me of my fears^ by sljowing 
me how impotent the malice of the world is ; others have 
cured me of my hopes, by showing how precarious po- 
pular friendships are ; all have cured me of surprise. In 
driving me out, of party, they have driven me out of 
cursed company ; and in stripping me of titles, and rank, 
and estate, and such trinkets, which every man that will, 
may spare, they have given me that whicli no man can ^ 
be happy without. 

Reflection and habit have rendered the world so in- 
difTereut to me, that I am neither afflicted nor rejoiced, 
angry nor pleased, at what happens in it, any farther 
than personal friendships interest me in the aff*aus of it, 
and this principle extends my cares but a little way. 
Perfect tranquillity is the general tenor of my life : good 
digestions, serene weather, and some other mechanic 
springs, wind me above it now and then, but I never fall 
below it; I am sometimes gay, but I am never sad^ I 
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hMYe gained new friends, and bare lost some iM ooes^ 
WBj accpdsitions of this kind give me a good deal of 
pleasure^ because they have not been made li^tty. I 
know no vows so solemn as thsae of finendship^ and there- 
fore a prettj long noviciate of acquaintance should me- 
thinks precede them ; m j losses of this kind give me 
but little trouMe, I contributed nothing to them, and a 
firiend who breaks with me nnjustlj, is not worth pie- 
serving. As soon as J leave this town (which will be ia 
a few da3r8) I shall fall back into that course of life 
which keeps knaves and fools at a great d^ance from 
me : I have an aversion to them both» but in the ordi- 
narj course of life* I think I can bear the sensible 
knave better than the fool : One must, indeed, with the 
former, "be in some or other of the attitudes of those 
wooden men whom I haice seen before a sword cutler's 
shop in Germany ; but even in these constrained pos- 
tures, the wittj rascal will divert me : and he Uiat di- 
verts me does me a great deal of good, and lays me under 
an obligation to him, which I am not obliged to pay in 
another coin : the fool obHges me to be almost as much 
upon my guard as the knave, and he makes me no 
amends; he numbs me like the torpor, or he teases me 
like the fly. This is the picture of an old friend, and 
more like him than that will be which you once asked, 
and which he will send you, if you* continue still to de-^ 
S|re it. Adieu, dear Swift, with all thy faults I love thee 
entirely j make an effort, and love me on with i^l nune. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 



CUnrfert, Aug. 3, 1 723. 
No, I caDDOt possibly be with you so soon, there are 
too many rivers, bogs, and mouDtains between ; besides, 
when I leave this, I shall make one or two short visits 
in ray way to Dublin, and hope to be in town by the end 
of this month ; though it will be a bad time, in the hur- 
ry of your loiisy p t. Your dream is wrong, for 
this bishop is not able to lift a cat upon my shouldera; 
but if you are for a curacy of twenty-five pounds a year, 
and ride five miles every Sunday to preach to six beg- 
gars, have at you : and yet this is no ill country, and 
the bishop has made, in four months, twelve miles of 
ditches from his house to the Shannon,- if you talk of im^ 
proving. How are you this moment ? Do you love or 
hate Quilca the most of all places ? Are you in or out of 
humour with the world, your friends, your wife, and your 
school ? Are the ladies in town or in the country ? If I 
knew, I would urite to them, and how are they io 
health ? Quilca (let me see) (you see I can (if I please) 
make parentheses as well as others) is about a hundred 
miles from Clonfert ; and I am half weary with the four 
hundred I have rid. With love, and service, and Si^ 
adieuh 

Yours, &c. 



TO MR. POPE. 



Dublin, Sept, 20, 1723. 

Returning fi^ a summer expedition of four months 
on account of my health, I found a letter feovi^Qra^^SiSd^'vs^ 
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appendix loDgei than jours from Lord Bolingbroke. I 
beliere there is not a more miseratde malady than an un- 
williogness to write letters to our best friends, and a man 
might be philosopher enough in finding out reasons for it. 
One thing is clear» that it shows a mighty difietence be- 
twixt friendship and bve, for a lo▼e^(a8 I hate heard) 
ii always scribbling to his mistress. If I could permit 
myself to beliere what your ciyility makes you say, that 
I am still remembered by my friends in England, I am 
in the right to keep myself here— Non sum quaih 
eram. I left you in a period of life when one year does 
Bore execution than three at yours, to which if you add 
the dulness of air, and of the people, it will make a terri- 
Ide sum. I have no very strong faith in your pretend- 
ers to rettremeaty you are not of an age for it, nor have 
gone through either good or bad fortune, enough lo go 
into a comer, and form conclusions de contempiu munM 
€ifuga saeuliy unless a poet grows weary of too much 
applause, as ministers do of .too much weight of business. 

Your happiness is greate;* than your merit, is choos- 
ing your favourites so indiff^rentfy among ei^er party : 
this you owe paitly to your education, and paitly to 
jour genius employing yen in an art in which faction 
has nothii% to 60, for I suppose Virgil and Horace are 
equally read by wbigs and tories. You have no more 
to do with the constitution of church and state than ab 
christian at Coostantinople ; and you are so much the 
wiser and the happier, because both parties will approve 
your poetry, as long as yo» are known to be of neither. 

Your notions of friendship are new to me ;* I believe 
every man is born with his quantum, and he cannot give 
to one without robbing another. I very well know to 
whom I would give the first places in my friendship, but 

* Yet they are tixt cVff'uft^Ttf^^&gH^ W^RKraxoik. 
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ihej are oot io the W97 : I am condemned to another 
scene, and therefore I distribute it in pennyworths to 
those about me, and who displease me least ; and slumld 
do the same to my fellow prisoners, if I were condemn*' 
ed to jaiL I can likewise tolerate knaves much better 
Ihan fools, because their knavery does me no hurt in the 
commerce I have met with them, which however I own 
is more dangerous, though not so troublesome, as that of 
fools. I have often endeavoured to establish a friend- 
ship among all men of genius, and would fain have it 
done ; they are seldom above three or four contempora- 
jies, and if they would be united would drive the world 
before them. I think it was so among the poets in the time 
of Augustus : but envy, and party, and pride, have bin- ' 
dered it among us. I do not include the subalterns, of 
which you are seldom without a large tribe. Under th^ 
name of poeta and scribblers, I suppose you mean the, 
fools you are content to see sometimes, when they hap- ^ 
pen to be modest ; which was not frequent among t&em 
"While I was in the world. 

I would describe to you my way of living, if any me- 
thod could be called so in this country. I choose my 
companions among those of least consequence and moat 
compliance : J read the most trifling books I can find, 
and whenever I write, it is upon the most trifling sub- 
jects : but riding, walking, and sleeping take up eighteen 
of the twenty-four hoars. I procrastinate more than I 
did twenty yeara ago, and have several things to finish 
which I put off to twenty years hence ; Hobc est vita 39- 
ItUonimy &c. I send you the compliments of a friend of 
yours, who has passed four months this summer with two 
grave acquaintance at his country bouse, without ever 
once going to Dublin, which is but eight miles distant ; 
yet when he returns to London, I will engage you shall 
find him ts deep in the court of rec^uectss tS\^ '^'«SL\.^*^^ 
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apens, aad the coffiee-hoose, as aoj mam there. I am 
now with him for a few dajs.- 

Tou mini remember me with great affection to Dr. 

Arbiithnot, Mr. Coogreve, and Gay 1 think there are 

no more eodetn tertios between you and me, except Mr. 
Jenus, to whose house I address this, for want of know- 
ing where you live : for it was not clear from your hst 
whether you lodge with Lord Peterlxnrow, or he with 
you ! I ain ever, &c 



ti 



FBOM DR. ARBUTHNOT.^^ 

DEAR SIB, "Not. ^ 1723. 

I HAVE as good a Tight to inrade your solitude as 
Lord Batburst, Gay, or Pope, and you see I make use 
of it. I know you wish us ail at the devil for robbiog 
a moment from your vapours and vertigo. It Is no mat- 
ter for that ; you shall have a sheet of paper every post 
till you come to yoiurself. By a paragraph in yours to 
Mr. Pope, I find you are in the case of the man, who 
held the whole night by a broom brush, and found when 
daylight appeared, he was within two inches of the 
ground. You do not seem to know how well you stand 
with our great folks. I myself have been at a great 
man's table, and have heard, out of the mouths of vio- 
lent Irish whigs, the whole table turn all upon yoiu: 
commendation. If it had not been upon the general 
topick of your good qualities, and the good you did, I 
should have grown jealous of you. My intention in 
this is not to expostulate, but to do you good. I know 
how unhappy a vertigo makes any body, that has the 
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misfortune to be troubled with it. I miglit have been 
deep in it myself, if I had had a mind, and I will pro- 
pose a cure for you, that I will pawn my reputation up- 
on. I have of late sent several patients in that case to 
the Spa, to drink there of tlie Geronstere water, which 
will not carry from the spot. It has succeeded marvel- 
lously with them all. There was indeed one, who re- 
lapsed a little this last summer, because he would not 
take my advice, and return to his course, that h^d been 
too short the year before. But, because the instances of 
eminent men are most conspicuous, Lord Whitworth, 
our plenipotentiary, had this disease, (which, by the 
way, is a little disqualifying for tliat employment ;) he 
was so bad, that he was often forced to catch hold of 
any thing to keep him from falling. I know he has re- 
covered by the use of that water, to So great a degree, 
that he can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. I 
leave this to your consideration. Your friends here 
wish to see you, and none more than myself; but I real- 
ly do not advise you to such a journey to gratify them 
or myself; but I am almost confident, it would do you a 
great deal of good. The dragon is just the old man, 
when he is roused. He is a little dea( but has all his 
other good and bad qualities just as of old. Lord 

6 is much' improved in knowledge, manner, and 

every thing else. The shaver* is an Itonest friendly 
roan as before ; he has a good deal to do to smother his 
Welsh fire, which, you know, he has in a greater degree 
than some would imagine. He posts himself a good 
part of the year in some warm house, wins the ladies' 
money at ombre, and convinces them^ that they areliigh- 

** Erasmus Lewis, Esq. who in Dr. Swift's imitation of Horace, ep. 
▼ii. b. 1. is 80 called : 

** This Lewis is an arrant shaver.'^ B. 
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]^ oUified to him. Lord and Ladj Maflham, A&. Hill, 
and Mra. HUl, oftea remember you with affection. 

As for jour bumble senraot, with a great stone in Ins 
right ludnej, and a family of men and women to pro- 
vide for, he is as cheerful as ever. lo public afiairi, he 
has kept, as Tacitus says, Medium iter inter vile serviti* 
urn, et abruptam contumaciam. He never rails it a 
great man, but to his face ; which, I can assure jou, be 
has had both the opportunity and license to do. He has 
some few weak friends, and fewer enemies : if any, he 
is low enough to be rather despised than pushed at by 
them. 

I am faithfully, dear sir, 

Your affectionate humble servant, 

J. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIR, ^ D^c.9, 1723. 

I FIND by yours of the 6th of November, which I 
did not receive till last night, that you have been so 
good as to remember your poor relation here. But as 
your three last never came to hand, I think it very 
happy that you have kept your liberty thus long ; for I* 
cannot account for my no^t receiving them any othe^ 
way, than that they were stopped in the post>office, and 
interpreted, as most innocent things are, to mean some- 
thing very distant from the intention of the writer or 
actor. 

I am surprised at the account you give me of that 
part of Ireland you have been in ; for the best I expect 
fcom that grateful country is to be forgotten by the in- 



DOCTOR SWIFT. . 311 

habitsiDts. For» to remember with any kindness one 
under the frowns of the court, is not a gift the Irish are 
endowed with. I am very soiiy to hear you have got 
the spleen, where a man of your sense must every day 
meet with things ridiculous enough to make you laugh ; 
but I am afraid, the jests are too low to do so. Change 
of air is the best thing in the world for your distem|>er. 
And if not to cure yourself, at least, have so much good-* 
ness for your friends here, as to come and cure us ; for 
it is a distemper we are overrun with. I am sure your 
company would go a great way toward my recovery ; 
for I assure you, nobody has a greater value for you 
than I have, and hope I shall have the good fortune to 
see you before I die. 

I have no sort of correspondence with the person you 
have not seen, and wonder at nothing they do, or do 
not do. 

I will let your brother^ and mine know, that you 
remember him in my letter. He is as good a man as 
lives. 

I am afraid you will wish you had not encouraged my 
scribbling to you, when you find I am still such an in- 
sipid correspondent ; but with that, which I hope will 
make some amends, am with great sincerity and respect, 
your most faithful friend and humble servant 

* In the society, of sixttten, Charles, Lord Batlier of Weston, and 
Earl of Arran, brother to the Duke df Ormcmd, t>o whose attainder 
he was elected chancellor of the uniyersltj of Oxford. B. 
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FROM LORD BOLmOBROEE * 

Dec. 25, 1723. 

NcvsR letter came more opportanelj than your last. 
The goat had made me a second visit, aod several per- 
sons were coDgratulalioi^ witli me on the good effect of 
the waters, which had determined my former illness to a 
distemper so desirable. M7 toe pained me ; these am- 
plimcnts tired me ; and I would^ have taken my fever 
again to give the gout to all the company. At that in- 
stant your letter was delivered to me, it cleared my 
brow, diverted my ill humour, and, at least, made me 
forget my pain. I told the persons, who were sitting 
round my bed, and who testified some surprise at so 
sudden a change, that this powerful epistle came from 
Ireland ; at which, to say the truth, I did not observe 
that their surprise diminished. But the dullest fellow 
among them, who was a priest, (for that happens to be 
the case sometimes in this country,) told the others, that 
Ireland formerly had been called insula sanctamm : that 
by the acquaintance he had at the Irish college, he made 
no doubt of her deserving still tlie same appellation: 
and that they might be sure tlie tliree pages were filled 
with matiire d'idificatiojtf et mature de ccnsolatiofi, 
which he hoped I would be so good as to communicate 
to them. A learned rosicrusian of my acquaintance, 
who is a fool of as much knowledge and as much wit as 
ever I kuew in my life, smiled at the doctor's simplici- 

* This letter appears to have been written from France, tbongl) 
Lord Bolingbroke had come over to England in the latter end 0f 
June this year, in order to plead his pardon, wbicli had passed th« 
seals on the 28tb of May. B. 
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iy ; observed, that the eflfect wae too suddeo for a cause 
so heavy in its operations ; said a great many extrava- 
gant things about natural and theurgic magic ; and in- 
formed us, that though the sages who deal in occult sci- 
ences have been laughed out of some countries, and 
driven out of others, yet there are, to his knowledge, 
many of them in Ireland. I stopped these gnessers, 
and others who were perhaps ready, by assuring them, 
that my correspondent was neither a saint nor a con- 
jurer. They &«ked roe, what he was then ? I answer- 
ed, that they should kqow it from yourself; and open- 
ing your letter, I read to thera in French the character 
H'hich you draw of yourself. Particular parts of it 
were approved or condemned by every one, as everjr 
one's own habits induced him to judge; but they all 
agreed, that my correspondent stood iq need of more 
sleep, more victuals, less ale, and better company. I 
defended you the best I eould; and, bad as the cause 
was, I found means to have the last word, which in dis- 
putes you know is the capital point. The truth is,, 
however, that I convinced no body, not even- the weak- 
est of the company, that is, myself. 

I flatter my friendship for you with the liopes, that you 
are really in the case in which you say that our friend 
Pope seems to be ; and that you do not know your owo* 
character. Or did you mean to amuse yourself like- 
that famous painter, who, instead of copying nature, tri- 
ed in one of his designs, how far it was possible to depart 
from his original ?. Whatever your intention was,^ I will: 
not be brought in among those friends, whose misfortunes 
have given you an habitual sourness. I declare to you 
•nee for all, that I am not unhappy, and that I never 
shall be so,, unless I sink under some physical evil. Re- 
^ench therefore the proportion of peevishness w hich youi 

¥0L. xvi« o 
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get to ID7 aceoiiDt. You might for several other reasdni 
retrench die propoitloBi» which j^m set to the accoaet 
^ others, aud so leave yourself without peevishaess, os 
without excuse. I lament, and have always lamented^ 
jour being placed in Ireland ; but jon are worse than 
peevish, you are unjust, when yeu- say, that it was either 
DOt in the power or will of a ministry to place you in 
England. Write minister^, friend Jonathan, and scrape 
out the words, either^ pmver, or ; after which the passage 
will run as well, and be conformable to the truth of 
things. I know but ene man'^ Vbo had power at that 
time, and that, wretched man had neither the will nor the 
skill to make a good use of it We talk of characters ; 
match roe that, if you can, among all the odd phenomena 
which have appeared in the moral world. I have not a 
Tacitus by me : but I believe, that I remember your 
quotation, aud as a mark that I hit right, 1 make no- 
comment upon it. As you describe your public spirit, it 
seems to me to be a disease, as well as your peevishness. 
Your proposals fiM* refbi'ming the state are admirable : 
and your schemes concise. With- respect to your huoK 
ble servant, you judge better than you did in a letter I 
received from you about four years ago. You seemed 
attlikt time not so afraid of the nightingale's falling into. 
the serpent's mouths This reflection made me recollect^ 
that I writ you at that time a long epistle in metre. Af^ 
ter rummaging among my papers, I found it, and send it 
with my letter : it will serve to entertain you the first, 
fast. dfiy. I depend on the fidelity of your friendship,, 
that jt shall fall under no eye but your own. - Adieu. 

I read in English (for she understands^ it) to a certaie^ 
lady, the passage c^ your letter, which relates to her. 
The Latin I most generously concealed. She derires^ 
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you to receive tlie complimeDts of one, who is so far froni 
being equal to fifty others of her sex, that she oeyer 
found herself equal to aoy one of them. She says, that 
she has neither youth nor beauty, but that she hopes oa 
the loog aod intimate acquaintance she has had with you» 
when you meet, if that ever happens, to cast such a mist 
before your eyes, that you shall not perceive the want 
of either of thenu 
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